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TALES 


TRANSLATED 
FROM THE ARABIC OF 


THE 


THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS. 
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PREFACE. 
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THE following Tales are 
tranſlated almoſt verbally from an 
Arabic fragment of the Thouſand 
and One Nights, procured in Bengal, 
by my friend JaMeEs ANDERSON, 
Ei; who permitted me to take a 
copy of it. - 
The Manuſcript contains the Tales 
en in GALLAND, from the intro- 
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duction to the concluſion of the fkories 
of Zobeide and her Siſters, but with 
this difference, that in the former, 
they run through only twenty-nine 
nights, whereas in the latter they oc- 
cupy ſixty- nine. 


The tales now tranſlated follow 
next, but without any diviſion into 
nights, and theſe are ſucceeded by 
the Adventures of Kummir al Zum- 


maun,* with which the fragment 
concludes. 


The Editor requeſts the reader t9 
bear in mind that an almoſt verbal 
tranſlation is here offered to his peru- 
fat, and not an outline of Arabic 


tale 


2 The ſubſtance of this is given by GaLLano, 
though with much deviation from Afiatic manner 
and ſcenery, under the title of the ſtory of Cama- 


ralzaman, Prince of the Children of the Iſlands 
of Khaledan, 
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tale filled up to accommodate itſelf ts 


our ideas of correct ſtyle. 

a The only liberty he has taken with 

the original, is the omiſſion of the 

: FJrequently occurring particles, which 
in enzlih would be offenſrvely redund- 

5 aut; alſo a few expreſſions rather too 

1 Plaiuiy deſcriptive of natural fitu- 

;y ations, 
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TALES 


FROM THE 


THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS. 
— . . —— 


STORY 
OF THE LABOURER AND FLYING CHAIR, 


— 


Tuarzz was formerly in Bagdad, 

a curly-pated, avaricious fellow, who 
worked hard under an herb-ſeller, and 
by dint of penuriouſneſs, became poſſeſſ- 
ed of fifteen golden deenars. He la- 
boured all day upon half a clove of 
garlic and a dry cruſt, then retired to 
his lodging, lighted his lamp, eat the 
B 4 remainder 
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3 
remainder of his garlic and cruſt, placed 
before him his fifteen deenars, and a- 
muſed himſelf with counting them over 
and over, till the middle of the night, 
when he buried them under his mat, and 
laid himſelf down to ſleep. This was his 
conſtant cuſtom. 


One day he ſaid to himſelf, © I will 
c walk to the caravanſerai of Khulleel.“ 
It happened to be Monday. He fat 
down in the ſquare, when, lo ! a broker 
paſſed by, carrying a chair of wood, 
which he cried for fale at ſeventeen 
deenars. The labourer offered fourteen ; 
upon which the broker ſaid, Give me 
« earneſt, while I conſult the owner.“ 
He gave him a deenar; and the bro- 
ker, after adviſing, returned, and faid, 
« Give me the money.” The labourer 
paid it down, and took the chair to his 
lodging, prepared his ſupper, lighted 
his lamp, eat his dry cruſt, examined his 
chair, and fat down upon it, but found 
no 


E 
no amuſement in it compared to the 
counting of his beloved deenars. He 
ſaid to himſelf, after much inward re- 
pentance, ** Fooliſh fellow that Jam! 
c ] had money, which cured my ſor- 
« row and grief, and produced me 
cc pleaſure and amuſement ; but from 
« my curſed folly, I have given it for 
« this wooden chair, which neither 
© profits nor amuſes me, but rather 
ce diſguſts me. I will go to the broker, 
cc and abuſe him, and demand back its 
ce value, ſaying, Either tell me the pro- 
re perties of the chair, or give me my 
« money.“ 


Thus he remained fretting and com- 
plaining till morning, when he aroſe and 
went to the market, where the broker 
was ſtanding. He began to abuſe him, 
and ſaid. Tell me the properties of 
« the chair, and in what conſiſts its ad- 
“vantage. The broker, much alarm- 


ed, replied, I know not the properties, 
for, 


N wy 1 


* for I am only a broker, and merely 
© received the proper commiſſion of a 
« fifth part; but come with me to the 
ec owner, and aſk of him the virtue it 
© contains: his was the profit. 


The broker went with the la- 
bourer to the owner of the chair, who 
was a jewiſh magician; to whom the 
broker ſaid, Tell us wherein is the 
e advantage of the chair, or give back 
de the money.” The Jew replied, 
* The property of the chair is this; 
© whoever ſits in it, muſt take a green 
« ſwitch in his hand, and ſtrike upon 
*© it, commanding it to convey him 
c where he chuſes; it will do ſo in an 


© inſtant.“ 


The labourer hearing this, ſaid, © I 
* have been wiſhing for ſuch a curioſity 
* as this all my life; and ran as faſt as 
he could to his lodging. When night 
fell, he ſeated himſelf in his chair, ſtruck 
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it with a green ſwitch, as directed, and 
ſaid, «© Convey me to the terrace of the 
C ſultaun's palace.” Inſtantly the chair 
aſcended to the heavens, until he heard 
the angels ſinging their praiſes to God 
in the milky-way. Then it deſcended 
gradually, until it alighted on the terrace 
of the king's palace. | 


The labourer deſcended from the 
terrace into a court, through a window of 
which he ſaw a light, and the door of 
the apartment open. He entered, and 
beheld the ſultaun's daughter lying upon 
a ſopha, like the full moon among the 
planets. He approached, and kiſſed her 
hands ; upon which, being much alarm- 
ed, ſhe ſtarted up, and ſaw the labourer, 

a tall and brawny fellow, ſtanding near 
her, with a drawn dagger in his hand. 
With much trepidation ſhe cried out, 
*« Who art thou?“ The labourer anſwer- 
ed, © I am Izracel,* the angel of death; 


© and 


d Believed by the muſlulmauns to ſnatch the 
ſoul from the body of man, 


3 
« and am come to take thy ſoul, that of 


« thy father, thy mother, their viziers, 
and thoſe of their generals.“ 


The princeſs hearing this, ſhook in 
her clothes, her hair ſtood an end, and 
ſhe cried out, * Alas! alas! for what 
« crimes doſt thou come ſo ſuddenly 
© upon us?” He replied, * It is ſolely 
on thy account, for love of thee ; but 
« if thy father will grant my requeſt, I 
ec will ſpare thine and all their lives.” 
The princeſs ſaid, Let me know thy 
« wiſhes, for, rather than die, he will 
« oratify a thouſand.” The labourer 
cried out, © If thy father will marry 
« me to thee, I will ſpare him; but if 
c not, I will inſtantly ſeize thy ſoul, thy 
ce father's, thy mother's, thoſe of the 
ec nobles, the viziers, and the generals, 
e in a ſingle day.” The princeſs pro- 
miſed compliance; upon which he re- 
paired to his chair, beat it with the 
ſwitch, and faid, «© Convey me to my own 

« houſe.” 
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© houſe.” It aſcended as before, to 
the ſky; the princeſs viewed him mount- 
ing with aſtoniſhment, and believed that 
he was really Izracel, the angel of death. 
She went to her mother, and informed 
her of what he had ſaid; the queen 
related the adventure to the ſultaun, who 
conſulted his viziers, and told them of 
the threats of Izraeel, and his demand 
of the princeſs in marriage. The viziers 
exclaimed, . Save us, ſave us; if you 
« make Izracel your ſon in law, the 
c ſovereigns of the world will bow down 
ce to your authority. The ſultaun upon 
this ſent for the cauzee and witneſſes, and 
immediately executed the deed of mar- 
riage for his daughter to Izracel, the 


angel of death. 


On the following night the labourer 
aſcended in his chair, and entered the 
princeſs's apartment; when ſhe preſent- 
ed him the marriage deed, and faid, 
«© What remains now, but to celebrate 

cc the 
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« the nuptials ?” Izraeel replied, I 
« will not appear during the preparatory 
te feſtivities, until the night of conſum- 
« mation, Which ſhall be next Friday ; 
ce ſo haſten the preparations.” Having 
faid this, he departed ; and aſcended in 
his chair in ſight of the princeſs, till the 
height concealed him from view. She 
now informed her parents of the plea- 
ſure of Izracel not to appear till the 
night of conſummation ; and the ſultaun 
commanded the nuptial feſtivities to be 
prepared. 


While the uſual ceremonies were 
going on at the palace, the artful la- 
bourer procured a carpenter to fix over 


his chair a canopy of = in the form 


of a dome, which he cgvered over with 
green, yellow, and red fil in ſtripes, and 
placed all over it lanthorys, in which he 
could fix candles. He ſthen put on a 
green veſt, and a crown fet with pearls 

and 
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and diamonds, which he had ſtolen from 
the palace of the ſultaun. 


When the night of conſummation 
arrived, the labourer ſat down in his 
chair, placed his candles, and took with 
him a quantity of ſulphur. Then he 
commanded the chair to aſcend, and 
deſcend gradually into the court of 
the palace, where they were celebrating 
the nuptial ceremonies. The chair roſe 
ſwiftly to ſuch a height, till the labourer 
could hear the angels praiſing God ; then 
he lighted his candles in the lanthorns, 
and gently deſcended. The ſultaun the 
viziers, great officers of ſtate, and the 
whole aſſembly now beheld Izraeel, the 
angel of death, deſcending from the ſky 
in his green veſt, and flaſhes of light 
(which he made with the ſulphur) dart- 
ing from the illuminated chair. 


The ſultaun roſe out of reſpe&, and 
the nobles and viziers bowed down, and 


ſaid, 
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faid, © Auſpicious be to our ſovereign 
© this good fortune and pre-eminence !” 
Izracel now alighted in the midſt of the 
aſſembly, when the ſultaun and all preſent 
proſtrated themſelves before him. He 
commanded them to depart, and riſing 
in his machine, retired to the apartment 
of his princeſs. With her he remained 
in the utmoſt bliſs, forgot the garden of 
the herb-ſeller, his mean lodging, and 
did not ſurmiſe what might happen to 
diſturb his felicity. 


Some days after this, a cook maid, 
looking for ſomething to light her fire 


on the terrace of the palace found the 


labourer's chair, which ſhe took away, 
broke up, and converted into fuel. At 
length, recollecting the machine, he wiſh- 
ed to place it ſafely for occaſion in the 
palace; but on ſearching the terrace 
could not find it; upon which, in the 
extravagance of his grief, he tore his 


beard, 


1 
beard, curſed his ſtars, and ſcattered 
duſt upon his head, 


The princeſs obſerving his conduct, 
ſaid, « What has happened to my lord? 
« if I have diſpleaſed him, let him par- 


« don me. 


The labourer roughly enquired, Who 
ce has taken away my chair, and every 
cc thing belonging to it.” The princeſs 
replied, © I do not know;” and im- 
mediately enquired after it ; when the 
cook confeſſed, ſaying, I broke it in 
e pieces and burnt it, but did not know 
e that it belonged to Izracel, the angel 
of death.” Upon this, the princeſs 
brought a chair of gold, ſet with pearls 
and precious ſtones, from her father, 
and faid, © Accept this in the room 
of thine, which is irrecoverable; but 
her huſband was not to be pacified, and 
exclaimed angrily, © Thinkeſt thou I 
* value an earthly chair? Mine was an 

C « heavenly 
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heavenly one.“ He continued to ſtorm, 
the princeſs was terrified, and the unfor- 
tunate cook was puniſhed, 


55 


The anger of the labourer, however, 
only proceeded from fear of his own. 
ſafety, for he had obſerved ſome of the 
princeſs's eunuchs looking at him nar- 
rowly, and he knew them, as they did 
him ; therefore he dreaded a diſcovery 
of his real character; for which he had 
reaſon, as they had already informed the 
viziers of their ſuſpicions of the reality 
of Izraeel, the angel of death. He now 
ſaw no reſource but to flink from the 
palace under cover of the night, and 
retire to his former lodging. Being 
ſafely arrived at home, he locked his 
door, wept, and lamented his loft gran- 
deur, till he was near periſhing of hunger 
and thirſt, and the fear accompanying 
the dread of diſcovery. 


Whit 
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While he was in this ſituation, ſud- 
denly his room ſhook, the walls opened, 
and a monſtrous genius appeared, whoſe 
feet reached to the depth of the earth, 
and his head to the clouds. At the 
fight of him the labourer ſhook in his 
clothes, and faid, ** Alas! my death is 
« inevitable.” The genius exclaimed, 
© Knoweſt thou not me? I will deſtroy 
cc thee; but chuſe what death thou 
« wilt die.” The labourer in a faint 
voice, ſaid, My lord who art thou? 
The genius replied, <* I am the ſervant 
« of that chair which conducted thee to 
« {uch glory, dignity, and honour; for 
« all which, thy return was to expoſe 
me to the burning fun and the wind, 

© till they took the chair 11 burnt it 
in the fire.“ 


When the labourer heard theſe 
Words, he ſtarted up; then knelt down, 
nd kifſed the feet of the genius, ſaying, 
Forgive me, my lord; pardon me, 

C 2 « O maſter, 


hile 
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* O maſter, and God will forgive thee, 
ce It is true, ſhouldſt thou put me to 
death I am deſerving of it; and it will 
be more pleaſing to me than diſgrace, 
<< after I have called myſelf Izraeel, the 
angel of death. I dread the vengeance 
« of the ſultaun, and I am enraptured 
«« with my wife; but I am in the power 
of God and thyſeN.” 


The genius hearing this ſpeech, and 
beholding the diftreſs of the labourer, 
was deeply affected. He then gave him 
a cap and a ring, and ſaid, Take care 
<< of theſe, do not loſe them, or thy lite 
© will be taken away, in whatever 
« country thou mayeft be. The la 
bourer took them and ſaid, «© Ml 
© lord, what are their properties 
The genius replied, © When thou put 
*© teſt the cap upon thy head, tho 
<*« wilt be inviſible to all eyes; and 
for the ring, when diſtreſs ſhall atten 

« the 
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6 « thee, preſs it, and I will come to thee 
« inſtantly, and execute all thy de- 
« mands,” 


The labourer expreſſed his thanks, 
and kiſſed the hands of the genius; who 
then vaniſhed from his fight, leaving 
the late woeful wretch highly delighted 
with his good fortune, 


When morning broke, the labourer 
put on his cap, and walked in the moſt 
nim frequented ftreets; but no one ſaw him, 
care or ſpoke to him. At this he was much 
pleaſed, and went on to the ſultaun's pa- 
lace, into which he paſſed unſeen, and 
through all the apartments, till he 
entered thoſe of his wife, who was fitting 
alone, but could not perceive him ; when 
pulling off his cap, the princeſs in great 
joy ran to him; kiſſed his hands and his 
feet, embraced him, and ſaid, Where 
* has my lord and my maſter been 
during his abſence? Alas! my lord.” 
C 3 He 
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dials of various ſorts, which he drank 


forth wines, and he drank till his 


. denly, the ſultaun fitting one day wit! 5 


ſubjects, and at lengthy entered on tha 
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He replied, (aſſuming the character 
of Izraeel, the angel of death) “ I was 
« employed laſt night in taking the ſouls 
« of a thouſand men.” The princeſs 
ſaid, „ How hadſt thou ſuch power!“ 
He anſwered, * J was aſſiſted by my 
children. She replied, © Surely 
my lord, you muſt be weary and hun- 
« gry with ſuch labour! to which he 
aſſented. Then ſhe ſet before him cor- 


greedily, and ſhe told him the names 
of each; ſhe next brought meats of i 
different ſorts, of which he eat till he 
was fatisfied; the princeſs then et : 


ſpirits were perfectly recovered : after ? 
which he and the princes retired to reſt. M 


The labourer remained for ſom: 5 
time happy with his wife, when ſud- 


2 
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his viziers, they converſed on various 


0! 
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of the marriage of the princeſs, The 
viziers being informed by the eunuchs, 
who had ſeen the labourer at the herh- 
ſeller's and knew him, faid, „ It is re- 
6 ported to us, that your majeſty's ſon 
« in law is not Izracel, the angel of 
e death, but the labourer of a gardener, 
c which, if true, is a diferace to the 
ce dignity of monarchs.” The ſultaun 
replied, “ I cannot believe this without 
« proof.” Upon which the viziers 
ſaid, “ If thou deſireſt the proof of 
« our obſervations, it is now the ſeaſon 
« of winter: Require of him ſome 
« freſh apples, and if he fulfils thy 
6 requeſt, we fhall be convinced that 
« he is Izracel, and that diſhonour will 
© not attend thee among ſovereigns.”” 


The ſultaun now went to his daughter, 
and ſaid, © I am indiſpoſed, and the 
*« phyſicians have preſcribed for me 
** freſh apples, as the only medicine 
that can remove my diſorder ; there- 

C 4 « fore 
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c fore I requeſt Izracel will procure for 
« me four ſorts of apples.“ She re- 
plied, © Moſt willingly :*'* and immedi- 
ately informed her huſband ; who ſaid, 
« To hear, is to obey; but I am 
« aſhamed of ſo ſmall a matter. Upon 
which the princeſs retired to inform her 


father that his deſire ſhould be gratified. 


The labourer now preſſed his ring, 
and the genius appeared, ſaying, What 
« doſt thou want?” The labourer 
replied, « I want nothing but ſome 
ce freſh apples. The genius diſappeared 
for an inſtant, then returning, entered 
with a large cloth full of apples, of every 
ſort, and of different ripeneſs. A third 
part were yellow, a third part red, and 
a third part white. The genius ſaid 
to the labourer, © Canſt thou con- 
© ceive how far I have travelled for 
ce theſe apples?“ to which he replied, 
« No.” The genius ſaid, © Theſe 
ce apples grew in the country of the 
cc gen 
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ce genii, upon trees which are not bare 
« of fruit the whole year round: then 
diſappeared. 


The princeſs, at this inſtant return- 
ing from viſiting her father, heheld 
before her huſband a great quantity of 
apples, of ſuch beautiful ſorts as ſhe had 
never before ſeen ; upon which ſhe ſaid, 
« My father only requeſted a few, and 
cc here is a camel's load.” Then ſhe 
fell down, kiſſed her huſband's hands 
and feet, and ſent for the ſultaun, 
before whom ſhe ſtrewed the apples. 
When he ſaw them he was aſtoniſhed, 
and ſaid to the huſband, „ I have 
<« reigned in my kingdom forty years, 
« and apples have been conftantly 
« brought me from Syria; but I have 
ce never beheld ſuch as theſe.” 


Then he thanked his ſon and daugh- 
ter, and taking up as much of the fruit 
as he was able to carry, went into 


his 
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his audience hall, and ſaid to the vi- 
ziers, © Behold theſe apples] have ye 
c beheld the like during your whole 
« lives?” The viziers were confound- 
ed, and ſaid to the ſultaun, Had not 
* thy daughter a huſband of miraculous 
* powers, he could not have accompliſh- 
te ed this matter. The ſultaun hearing 
this remark, was exceedingly rejoiced, 


Not long after this, the ſultaun, 
to amuſe himſelf, went diſguiſed like 
a Perſian merchant into the ſtreets of 
his capital, and walked to the cara- 
vanſerai of Khulleel, in one of the ſhops 
of which he ſat down. While here, a 
broker paſſed with a female ſlave, co- 
vered with a veil, crying, © Who will 
«© buy the moon of her age? who will 
<< buy a reſplendent ſun ? who will pur- 
* chaſe a treaſure for treaſure ?” 


The merchants now gathered round 
the broker, who uncovered the face of the 
ſlave 
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ſlave, and the place became illuminated 
by the ſplendour of her beauty and ele- 
gant form. The ſultaun's heart was in- 
ſtantly ſmitten with deſire. The mer- 
chants began to bid for her at two 
hundred deenars, and did not ſtop till 
they had offered ſeven hundred, when the 
ſultaun at once bid a thouſand, and ten 
deenars as a commiſſion to the broker, 
which were accepted. 


The ſultaun conveyed the beautiful 
flave to the palace, and found her every 
way accompliſhed. She faddenly took 
out a purſe of brocade, from which the 
poured an hundred and twenty ſmall bits 
of ivory and ebony, which the fitted into 
each other, ſo as to form a lute. Then 
the fixed the ſtrings, and taking fome- 
thing very ſmall from her pocket, 
ſtruck with it upon the lute in twenty- 
tour different modulations. The ſul- 
taun was aſtoniſhed, enraptured at her 
{kill, and the melody of her voice, and 


became 
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became ſo enamoured, that he deſerted 
for her, all his other women. 


It happened one night, that the 
prince of the red genii, who was then 
celebrating the nuptials of his ſon, and 


had collected all the requiſites of feſti- 
vity for the occaſion, was ſoaring in 


the air, when he heard the ſound of the 


beautiful flave's voice, which charmed 
him. He entered the palace, and kept 
himſelf inviſible, till the ſultaun and his 
miſtreſs were aſleep ; when he took up 
the ſlave in his arms, flew with her 
to his own palace, and placed her among 
the moſt honourable gueſts aſſembled to 
celebrate the marriage. Then he gently 
awoke her, and entreated her to fing and 
play; which ſhe did fo exquiſitely, as to 
charm and aſtoniſh all the genii. 


There was among them a monſtrous 
Afreet, who fell ſo deeply in love with 
her, that he reſolved to poſſeſs her; and 
while 
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while the ſultaun of the red genii and 
the gueſts were employed in the pro- 


ceſſion of fetching the bride, he ſuddenly 


| ſeized her in his arms, flew away, and 


then deſcended to his cave, which was 


in the ſeventh depth of the earth. 


When the ſultaun awoke, and miſſed 
the beautiful ſlave, he eagerly enquired 
after her, but no one could give him 
any intelligence; upon which he tore 
his beard, rent his clothes, wept bitter- 
ly, and remained in his chamber without 
attending the divan. The troops com- 
ing to pay their reſpects, and not ſeeing 
him, ſaid, © He is dead, and they have 
ce concealed his death from us; upon 
which they demanded their arrears of 
pay, and began to be riotous in the city. 


The chief vizier now requeſted an 
audience, and being admitted, kiſſed the 
ground, and faid, „Tour majeſty is 
*« given up to grief, while the troops are 

ce threatening 


Wa 


« threatening to plunder the city. Thou 
te remaineſt concealed, and they ſuppoſe 
* thee dead. Should this report reach 
te thy enemy, he will march againſt thy 
© capital, and take it. Riſe up, com- 
© poſe thy countenance, and ſhew thy- 
te ſelf to the troops, that they may be 
te ſatisfied.” The ſultaun upon this 
repaired to the divan, the generals and 
troops attended, paid their obeiſance, 
their minds were appealed at the fight 
of him, and they took leave. 


The vizier now addreſſed the ſultaun, 
ſaying, What can be the cauſe of 
your majeſty's exceſſive ſorrow ?” 
The ſultaun related the circumſtances 
of the beautiful flave, of his having 
loft her, and not having been able 
to obtain any intelligence concern- 
ing her. The vizier upon this ſaid 
to himſelf, „ What have I to do, 
„ but to draw the pretended Izracel 
* into this misfortune, which if he is 
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ec not able to repair, I ſhall eaſily com- 
<« paſs his ruin? Addreſſing the ſultaun, 
he ſaid, © Grieveſt thou, my lord, 
« and haſt Izracel ſo near thee ? Should 
© he have taken her life, He will inform 
<« thee; or if ſhe is any where concealed, 
« doubtleſs he can acquaint thee.” 
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The ſultaun ſent for his daughter, 
and requeſted her to aſk her huſband 

concerning the beautiful ſlave ; which ſhe 

readily promiſed, and immediately went 

and informed IZraeel of the loſs. The 

labourer replied, «© To hear, is to obey.” 

The princeſs returned to her father, 

and during her abſence, the labourer 

preſſed the ring, upon which the 

genius appeared, and faid, © What 

<«« are thy commands?“ When he in- 

formed him of the loſs of the flave, and 

his wiſh to recover her. The genius 7 
promiſed to find her, and vaniſhed, 
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The genius immediately conſulted 
with his wife, who informed him that 
the king of the red genii had taken her 
away during the celebration of his ſon's 
nuptials. He then repaired to the red 
ſultaun, who aſſured him that he had 
loſt her, and could not find her. At 
length the genius of the chair diſcovered 
that the afreet had taken her, and con- 
cealed her in the ſeventh depth of the 
earth. He informed the red ſultaun, 
who attended him with his followers, 
until they reached the den of the afreet, 
and found the beautiful ſlave bound 
with four chains. The genius of the 
chair inſtantly unbound her, and, placing 
her on his ſhoulders, mounted into the 
air, where he met with the afreet, her 
raviſher, whom, after an obſtinate com- 
bat, he put to death. He then conveyed 
her ſafely to the labourer ; who thanked 
him for his kindneſs, and led her to 
the princeſs, 


When 
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When the princeſs ſaw the ſlave, ſhe 
was overjoyed, and communicated the 
glad tidings to her father; who haſtened 
to his ſon in law Izraeel, kiſſed his feet, 
bleſſed him for his aſſiſtance, and retired 
with his beloved miſtreſs to his apart- 
ments; where he remained ſome time 
in the height of enjoyment, without 
admitting any one to his preſence. 


The retirement and dotage of the 
ſultaun being ſpread abroad, a prince, 
his -enemy, became ambitious of con- 
queſt, ſuddenly invaded the country, and 
meeting with no oppoſition, encamped 
under the walls of the capital, in which 
clamour and confuſion aroſe. 


The vizier now informed the ſultaun 
of the critical poſture of his affairs, and 
ſaid, on his being conſulted how to re- 
medy the evil, © Be not alarmed, O 
ſultaun, for haſt thou not Izraeel, the 
angel of death, for thy ſon in law, 

| D « who 


11 


ce who needs only to take the life of 
ce the invading prince, and his troops 
«« will inſtantly diſperſe ?” The ſub 
taun replied, *©* Thou haſt ſpoken juſt- 
ly;” and inſtantly repairing to his 
daughter, faid, · Requeſt thy huſband to 
« free me from this enemy, when J 
* will refign the kingdom to him, and 
ce become his ſubject. The princeſs 
informed her huſband ; who ſaid, «© To 
% hear, is to obey; let the ſultaun ſet 
„ his mind at eaſe, and be chearful, 
« and he ſhall ſee (God willing) what 
% will happen.“ 


The labourer waited till evening, 
when he put on his cap, preſſed his 
ring, and the genius appeared, demand- 
ing his pleaſure; upon which he ſaid, 
« I wiſh for armour and weapons.“ 
The genius vaniſhing for an inſtant, 
returned with armour ftrong as rock, | 
and proper weapons. Izracel put them 
on, and, attended by the genius, who 
| alſo 
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alſo made himſelf inviſible, proceed- 
ed to the invader's camp about mid- 
night, where they dealt their blows fo 
powerfully on all fides, that the ſleeping 
awakened with horror, and thoſe who 
were ſitting ſtood up in alarm, but could 
not ſee from whence the attack came. 
At length the camp fell into confuſion, 
brother forgot brother, the ſon the 
father, anxious only for their own ſecu- 
rity, and flew one another. Nothing 
was ſeen but flying heads, falling horſes, 
and expiring bodies. Thoſe who pre- 
ferred ſafety, fled away; and thoſe who 
ſtood their ground, were ſlain. 


The labourer, attended by the ge- 
nius, then entered the tent of the inva- 
ding prince, whom he found with his 
flaves in the utmoſt alarm at the ſurprize 
of the camp. No one being able to 
ſee him, he ſeized the prince in his 
arms, threw him into a great cheſt, 
ſtanding in the tent, and locked him up; 
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te who needs only to take the life of 
te the invading prince, and his troops 
«« will inſtantly diſperſe ?” The ſub 
taun replied, ©** Thou haſt ſpoken juſt- 
ly; and inſtantly repairing to his 
daughter, faid, * Requeſt thy huſband to 
« free me from this enemy, when I 
« will reſign the kingdom to him, and 
« become his ſubject. The princeſs i 
informed her huſband ; who ſaid, To 
hear, is to obey; let the ſultaun ſet M 
„ his mind at eaſe, and be chearful, | 


« and he ſhall ſee (God willing) what i 
«« will happen.” 8 


The labourer waited till evening, 
when he put on his cap, preſſed his 
ring, and the genius appeared, demand- 
ing his pleaſure ; upon which he ſaid, 5 
„ wiſh for armour and weapons. 
The genius vaniſhing for an inſtant, 

returned with armour ſtrong as rock, 
and proper weapons. Izraeel put them 
on, and, attended by the genius, who 
alſo 
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alſo made himſelf inviſible, proceed- 
ed to the invader's camp about mid- 
night, where they dealt their blows fo 
powerfully on all fides, that the leeping 
awakened with horror, and thoſe who 
were ſitting ſtood up in alarm, but could 
not ſee from whence the attack came. 
At length the camp fell into confuſion, 
brother forgot brother, the ſon the 
father, anxious only for their own ſecu- 
rity, and ſlew one another. Nothing 
was ſeen but flying heads, falling horſes, 
and expiring bodies. Thoſe who pre- 
ferred ſafety, fled away; and thoſe who 
ſtood their ground, were ſlain. 


The labourer, attended by the ge- 
nius, then entered the tent of the inva- 
ding prince, whom he found with his 
ſlaves in the utmoſt alarm at the ſurprize 
of the camp. No one being able to 
ſee him, he ſeized the prince in his 
arms, threw him into a great cheſt, 
ſanding in the tent, and locked him up; 
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while the genius diſarmed the ſlaves. 
He now examined the tents, and found 
them full of treaſure, jewels, and valu- 
able effects, which he loaded upon por- 
ters and camels, belonging to the prince. 
He then collected all the horſes, tents, 
and camp equipage, in which the genius 


aſſiſted him. 


When the morning dawned, lo! the 
plain was cleared from the enemy; upon 
which the ſultaun ventured from the 
city to look for his ſon in law Izraeel, 
whom he ſoon perceived advancing with 
his ſpoils, . horſes and mules and camels 
and porters heavily laden, and ſub- 
miſhvely proceeding. The ſultaun was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee only Izraeel among ſuch 
a convoy, for the genius was inviſible. 

He exulted beyond meaſure, and with 
his viziers, nobles, and generals, bowing 
down, kiſſed the ground before his 
ſon in law, and conducted him reſpect- 
fully into the city, as if he had been one 
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of his ſlaves, and ſeated him on the 
throne of his kingdom. 


Izracel now ordered the captive 
prince to be taken from the cheſt, in 
which he was nearly ſtifled. Being rub- 
bed with vinegar and perfumes, he revi- 
ved, but only to ſee himſelf in the hands 
of his enemies. The ſultaun com- 
manded him to be confined in one of 
the towers of the palace, and ordered 
rejoicings to be made throughout his 
dominions. He then gave himſelf up 
to the company of his fair ſlave, and 
reſigned his kingdom to his ſon in law; 
who enjoyed happineſs with the princeſs, 
until death, the deſtroyer of all, divided 


them. | 


© There is a ſtory in the Perſian tales, tranſlated 
tom the french of Petit de la Croix, by Phillips, 
wi.ch has ſome few features of the above. 


5 STORY 


STORY 


OF THE KING, HIS SON, CONCUBINE, 
AND SEVEN VIZIERS. 


— — 


Tun lived in ancient days, a 
powerful and mighty ſultaun, who was 
a wiſe ſovereign, juſt to his ſubjects, 
bountiful to his dependants, and be- 
loved by his whole empire; but he was 
become grey-bearded and ſtricken in 
years, and there had not been allotted 
to him a ſon, who might preſerve his 
memory), 


[ 39 ] 


memory, and inherit the kingdom after 
him. On this account uneaſineſs aſſailed 
him, and ſuch depreſſion of ſpirits, that 
he ſecluded himſelf from ſociety, and 
paſſed whole days in his private apart- 
ments, 


At length his ſubjects began to mur- 
mur concerning him.“ Some ſaid he was 
dead; others, that an accident had 
befallen him. On a certain day his 
queen entered his chamber and found 
him thoughtful, inclining his head 

D 4 towards 


The princes of Aſia, except prevented by 
illneſs, give public audience twice a day. When 
this has been neglected by the idle or the 
dim̃pated, it has generally proved their ruin, or 
at leaſt been the cauſe of troubleſome commotions, 
as the powerful chiefs were left uncontrouled by the 
interference of the ſovereign ; who at theſe audiences 
received the appeals and petitions of the meaneſt 
ſubjects, and redreſſed their grievances. One of 
tne Chief cauſes of the fall of the Caliphat, 
the Perſian and Moghul empires, was the diſuſe 
of frequent public audience. 
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towards the earth, like one plunged in 
ſorrow. 


She approached, and, kiſſing his 


hand, ſaid; © Fortune has not per- 
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ſecuted thee, nor have the evils of 
chance reached thee. God has be- 
ſtowed upon thee enjoyments, and 
given thee every delight. What, 


then, is the cauſe that I find thee ſo 
penſive?“ 


He replied; “ Alas! my years are 
advanced, my age 1s drawing to 1ts 
end, and my kingdom will paſs to an- 
other family; for I am not bleſſed with 
a ſon, with whom' my eyes might be 
delighted, and who might ſucceed me 
in my dominions. On this account 
extreme ſorrow has overcome me.”” 


The queen replied; “ God will re- 
move thy grief and thy ſorrow. The 


ſame thoughts which afflicted thy 


© heart 
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heart have afflicted mine, and what had 


cc 
cc 
cc 
10 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
.cc 
.Ccc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


«c 


invaded thy mind was invading mine,, 
when, lo! drowſineſs overcame me, 
and I fell aſleep. -I dreamt, and 
ſaw in my viſion a phantom, which 
revealed to me, ſaying, If the ſul- 
taun ſhall be bleſſed with a ſon by 
almighty God, he will with difficul- 
ty be preſerved from death at a cer- 
tain period. After that, proſperity 
will attend him. But if a daughter 


1s born, her father will not love her ; 
and if ſhe lives, ſne will occaſion 


the ruin of his kingdom. He muſt 
not, however, think of a child 
by any other woman than thyſelf, 
and thou ſhalt be the cauſe of his 
having one when the moon and the 
ſign Gemini ſhall be in conjunction. 
I now awoke from ſleep, and be- 
came thoughtful, reflecting on what 
I had heard in my viſion.” 


When 
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When the ſultaun heard theſe words, 
he ſaid to her, © By God's permiſſion all 


« will be well;” and the queen did not ö 


fail to comfort him until his gloom 
had paſſed away. He now quitted his 
retirement, ſat upon the throne of 
his kingdom, ſummoned his nobles 
and his ſubjects, and entreated their 
prayers, that God would bleſs him with 
a fon; when they prayed, and God 
accepted therr prayers. 


The night being arrived, in which 
the moon and Gemini entered into con- 
junction, he went in unto his wife, and 
lay with her that night, and ſhe concerved 
by him, according to the commands of 
the Almighty. She informed him of 
her ſituation, and he rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding great joy, and did not refrain, 
until ſhe had borne her months, and 
brought forth a ſon, beautiful as the full 
moon. Then the ſultaun made rejoic- 
ings from evening till morning, gave 
alms, 
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alms, and releaſed the priſoners. The 
infant was ſuckled nearly two complete 
years, when the mother returned to the 
mercy of almighty God, and they la- 
mented over her with great mourning. 


The child did not ceaſe to remain on 
the boſoms of the nurſes and female 
attendants until he had completed his 
ſecond year, when his father entruſted 
him to tutors, that they might teach him 
what was neceflary for princes to ac- 
quire. The eighth year of his age paſſed 
over, but he had karnt nothing, for 
every book was to him too difficult. 
When the tutors repreſented this to the 
ſultaun, he was enraged againſt his ſon, 
and commanded him to be put to death, 
ſaying, „ This is a diſgraceful child, 
«© from whom there can no advantage 


« ariſe.” 


There was at the court, a man of 
wiſdom, learning, and penetration, deeply 
verſed 


144 ] 
| verſed in every ſcience : When he found 
| | that the ſultaun intended to kill his ſon, 
l he advanced, and kiſſing the ground 
before him, ſaid, *“ O ſovereign, be not 
«« grieved on account of thy fon. En- 
« truſt him to me, and I will teach him 
© whatever is neceflary in two years; I 
vill not deceive you, but inſtru& him 
c in the ſciences, in philoſophy, and 
c princely accompliſhments.” © 


| The fultaun exclaimed, © How 
« canſt thou make him learn, when 
| <« every book has been too difficult for 
* him, and his tutors have been wearied 
« out?” The ſage replied, I pledge 
«« myſelf to do it; and if I do not 
if « perfect him in what I have men- 
5 « tioned, act by me as thou ſhalt 
[/ < think proper,” 


Upon 


© Leteratim, horſemanſhip; among the Arabs, 
perhaps reckoned the chief. 
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Upon this, the ſultaun delivered his 
ſon to the ſage, Who took him to his 
houſe, prepared for him a chamber, 
and wrote upon the walls in yellow and 
white what he wiſhed him to learn. 
Then he carried to him what was neceſ⸗ 
ſary for him of carpets, food, and 
utenſils, and left him alone in the apart- 
ment. He did not permit any perſon 
to viſit him but himſelf. Every third 
day the tutor entered, that he might 
teach him what was neceſſary from thoſe 
books, the contents of which he had 
written on the walls, and depict for him 
freſh leſſons; after which he placed 
round him proviſions, locked the * 
upon him, and RY 


Now it came to paſs that the boy, 
when his mind was at a loſs for amuſe- 
ment, ſtudied the leſſons written on the 
walls, which he learnt in a ſhort time. 
When the tutor found his ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding on every point equal to what 

was 


— — — — — 
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was neceſſary for him, he took him 
from the apartment, and inſtructed him 
in horſemanſhip and archery ; after which 
he ſent to his father, and informed him I 
| | that his ſon had learnt whatever was ; 
l becoming his condition in one year. : 
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The ſultaun rejoiced exceedingly, and ; 
informed his viziers of it, who were in 


j | number ſeven. Then he wiſhed to examine 
| his fon, and commanded the tutor to 
Will bring him with him, in order that he 


ll might queſtion him. The tutor conſulted 
[if the horoſcope of the youth, and foreſaw, 
that if he ſhould fpeak before there 
ſhould paſs over his head feven days and 
| nights, there would occur to him im- 
1 minent danger of death. Upon this, 
ni che fage addreſſed the prince, ſaying, 
| 


i « ] have inſpected thy nativity, and if 
10 from this time thou ſpeakeſt before 
W *« ſeven days are expired, great hazard 


« of life will befal thee.” The prince 
replied, ©*© What can enſure my ſafety ?” 
The 


—— 
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The tutor anſwered, ©* Repair to thy 


« father, but when he ſpeaketh to 
« thee, utter not a word.” The youth 
exclaimed, © I ſwear by God, if thou 
« hadſt commanded me that I ſhould 
« not breathe, I would have obeyed 
« thee, on account of what thou haft 
« done for me of kindneſs and favour.” 
The tutor replied, © Go, and ſpeak not, 
« though they beat thee with ſcourges, 
« for thou wilt recover of thy wounds, 
« there will be in ſtore for thee 
e oreat glory, and thou wilt rule the 
« kingdom after thy father.” Then 
the prince ſaid, Remember thy ſpeech 
ce to my father before thou lookedſt at 
« my nativity.” The tutor replied, 


<< What muſt be, muſt be; farther con- 


« verſation will not profit. Nothing 
« will occur but felicity to thee, what- 
« ever may become of me. Be firm, 


«and truſt in God; for whoever 


te truſteth in God is ſecure.” 


The 
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The prince departed, and repaired to 
His father, when the viziers, with the 
nobles; officers of ſtate, and the men 
of ſcience met him on. his way. They 
placed before him an herb, that he 
might deſcribe its genus and proper- 
ties; but he did not ſpeak. They im- 
portuned him to n but he would 
not utter a word. 


—_ this the fultaun Was affected 
a grief, and : ſent for the tutor to 
-puniſh him; when ſome of the aſſembly 
ſaid the ſage had deſerted his houfe 
in the night; ſome, that he had taken 
poiſon; and others . contradicted this 
laſt affertion. There was much diſpu- 
tation among them, but ſtill the prince 
would not ſpeak. At length the aſſem- 
bly broke up, and there remained . 
the benen and his father. 
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beautiful perſon and very young, with 
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the love of whem he was doatingly 
faſcinated, She now entered, and faw 
the prince ſitting near his father, like 
an affrighted fawn, She approached 
near, and ſaid to the ſultaun, I per- 
« cerve thee, my lord, overcome with 
e affliction ;”” when he related to her 
the conduct of his ſon. She replied, 
] defire that thou wouldſt commit 
«© him to my charge, for perhaps he 
<< will be affable to me and ſpeak, and 
« I ſhall diſcover the cauſe of his 
e filence.” 


He replied, *© Take him with thee. 
Upon which ſhe led him by the hand, 
conducted him to her chamber, careſſed 
him, and explained to him her wiſhes, 
claſped him to her boſom, and attempted 
to kiſs him; but he rejected her advan- 
ces. She exclaimed, © I am a young 
% damſe!, and thou a young man; 1 
** will be thine, and thou ſhalt be mine. 
Thy father is become ſuperannuated, 

E « muſt 
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muſt ſoon depart this life, when thou 
wilt govern the kingdom after him, 
and ſhalt eſpouſe me; but if thou wilt 
not comply with my defires, I will 
effect thy deſtruction. Chuſe, then, 


one or the other, b or 
death. | 


When the prince heard this, he was 
exceedingly enraged againſt her, and 
thought within himſelf, «© I will ſpee- 
« dily repay thee for thy crimes, 
4 when after ſeven days I ſhall be 
ce able to ſpeak.” The artful concu- 
bine, when ſhe perceived his anger, 
haſtened to contrive his ruin. She 
beat her cheeks, tore her garments, 
diſhevelled her hair, and went before 
the ſultaun in that manner. He faid, 
«« What can have happened to thee? 
She exclaimed, He, whom thou 
<< ſeeſt, hath done this, even thy own 
c ſon, who has plotted the deſtruction 
of thy life, and feigned himſelf dumb. 

: « When 
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When I entered with him into my 
chamber, he declared to me his love ; 
and when I refuſed him, he ſaid, 
« J cannot live without thee, and if 
thou doſt not comply with my defires, 
I will kill thee, and murder my 
father.“ 
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When the ſultaun heard theſe words, 
his wrath was violent againſt his ſon, 
ind he gave orders to have him put 
Wo death. He ſent for his viziers; but 
the tutor had informed them of cir- 
Wcumſtances, and why the prince was pre- 
ented from ſpeaking for ſeven days. 
Upon this, the viziers aſſembled toge- 
er, and conſulted, ſaying, * The ſul- 
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e taun intends to put his ſon to death, 
b but there may not be in him any 
4 * fault, ſo that when he is dead, our 
u By maſter may repent, when repentance 
n will not avail.” Then the prime 
n izier ſaid, © Let each of us take charge 
b. 


* of him for a day during the ſeven 
E 2 « days, 


11 


« days, till the whole are expired, and 
J will be reſponſible for you all at the 
ll © concluſion of the period.“ 


When the prime vizier had contrived 
thus, he repaired to the ſultaun, kiſſed 
the ground before him, and ſaid, O 
© ſfultaun, if there were to thee a thou- 
ce fand ſons, far be from thee the death 
« of one of them! Alas! then, when 
[ « thou haſt one only, with whom thou 
ce wert bleſſed after much anxiety and 
<< expectation, that thou ſhouldſt com- 
e mand his execution upon the bare 
<< aſſertion of a concubine ! God only 
* knoweth whether ſhe hath ſpoken 
te truly, or accuſed him falſely: for 
© there are among the ſex women 
<«« artfully malicious.” 


ny 
-- 
p97 * 
=> * ** * 4 * * — —_— 


—_ 
„ 


— * * 
— - — — — 
— ——  , F ˙ - + — — - 
— - 


—U— — 
* < 
- _ 


STORY 


1 


£ 
F. 
4 if 
2 
; 


I 8 IJ 


STORY 
OF AHMED THE ORPHAN, 


— 


I nave heard, O my ſovereign, 
(continued the vizier) that a certain ſul- 
taun reſolved to educate thoſe unfortu- 
nate children whom proſtitutes ſometimes 
expoſe on the high-roads. As he was 
paſſing one day, behold ! he ſaw a male 
infant upon a dunghill, who appeared 
beautiful as the moon at the full. He 
commanded his attendants to convey 
him to his palace; and they took him 
up, and committed him to nurſes till he 

K 3 grew 
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grew up, When they placed him at 
ſchool. The boy learnt the koraun, 
and the ſciences and languages. 


When he had finiſhed his education, 
the ſultaun committed to him the care 
of his treaſury ; and it came to pals, 
that at length he did nothing but with 
his advice, and the youth attended in his 
private chambers. As he was one day 
in waiting the ſultaun ſaid, © Go to the 
apartment of Hyaut al Nuffoos,* and 
bring me a medicine from her cloſet.” 
The youth paſſed. through the chamber 
of the concubine, and found with her 
2 ſlave. He took up the medicine, but 
did not ſeem to attend to her actions, 
and returned with haſte to the ſultaun. 
The name of this orphan was Ahmed 
Yetteem.*® Then the ſultaun faid, 
«© What has happened to thee, that 1 
e perceive thy colour changed? Ah- 

med 


4 Refreſher of the ſoul, 
The good orphan. 
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med replied, © My lord, becauſe I 
« came with hurry and precipitation; 


but he did not inform the ſultaun of 
what he had diſcovered. 


3 
1 
l 
HS 


The concubine Hyaut al Nuffoos 
being convinced that Ahmed muſt have 
beheld herſelf and her paramour, haſtily 
contrived a ſcheme againſt him. She 
{cared her face, and rent her garments. 
When the ſultaun entered, and found her 
in that ſituation, he ſaid, What is thy 
« condition ?” She exclaimed, From 
« him who is the offspring of adultery 
«© no good can proceed.” The 
ſultaun, underſtanding her meaning, 
replied, * Conceal this affair, and with- 
in this hour I will bring thee his 
« head.” He departed from her, filled 


with indignation, and aſcended his throne. 


Ahmed attended, according to cuſ- 
tom, but did not ſuſpe& what was 
plotted againſt him. The ſultaun beck- 
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oned to one of his flaves, and ſaid 
privately unto him, * Go to the houſe 
of a certain perſon, and remain there. 
«« When any one ſhall ſay unto thee, 
« Thus faith the ſultaun, do that 
« which thou waſt commanded to exe- 
cute; ſtrike off his head, place it in 
« this baſket, and faſten over it the 


« cover. When I ſhall ſend to thee a 


«© meſſenger, who will ſay, Haſt thou 
ce performed the bufineſs ? commit to 
ce him the baſket.” The flave replied, 
« To hear, is to obey; and retired. 
Soon after, the ſultaun called to Ah- 
med Yetteem, and ſaid, «© Haſten to a 
<«« certain houſe, and ſay unto a particu- 
« lar ſlave, Execute the commands 0 
ee the ſultaun. 


Ahmed departed, but on the way 
ſaw the man who was criminal with the 
concubine, with a number of other 
ſlaves, fitting down drinking and feaſt- 
ing. As they ſaw Ahmed approach- 


ing 


11 


ing they ſtood up; when the guilty 
ſlave thought, if he could detain him 
from the buſineſs of the ſultaun, he 
might procure his death. He ſtopped 
him, paid obeiſance to him, and en- 
treated that he would fit down with 
them a little while. But Ahmed faid, 
„The ſultaun hath ſent me upon 
« Hufineſs to a certain houſe, and I 
*© cannot ſtay.” Upon this, the guilty 
ſlave replied, «© I will perform the 
«© g,ommution.”” Ahmed anſwered, 
Af ſo, haſten, and ſay to a ſlave 
« -whom thou wilt find there, that 
*© he muſt execute the orders of the 
*« ſultaun.” The flave replied, © Ta 
© thear, is to obey, and departed. 


Ahmed ſat down with the reſt, while 
the other proceeded to the houſe, and 
{aid to the perſon in waiting, © Thus 
« faith the ſultaun, Complete thy or- 
ders.“ He replied, © Moft readily ;” 
and drawing his ſcymetar, ſtruck off 

the 
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the head of the guilty ſlave, waſhed 


it from the blood, placed it in the 
baſket, tied the cover over it, and fat Wi 


down. 


When Ahmed had waited ſome time 
for the return of his meſſenger, he 
took leave of his company, went to the 


- houſe, and ſaid to the ſlave in waiting, 


« Haſt thou performed thy orders?“ 


He ' replied, © Ves; and committed 


the baſket to Ahmed; who took it up, 
and went with it to the ſultaun, but 


did not ſuſpect what was within it, 
nor did curiofity lead him to open 


„ 


When the ſultaun ſaw him, he 
ſaid; Ahmed, I ſent thee upon a com- 
« miflion, but thou muſt have entruſted 
e it to another.” He replied, «© My 
© lord, it is true.” The ſultaun ex- 
claimed, „ Haſt thou ſeen, Ahmed, 
« what is contained in the baſket?” 


He 
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He anſwered, © No, I ſwear. by thy 
« head, I do not know what 1s within 
it, nor have I opened it.“ The 
king was aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, “ Ahmed, 
« take off the covering.” He lifted 
it up, and behold! m it was the 
head of the ſlave who had debauched 
Hyaut al Nuftoos. 


The ſultaun exclaimed, «© I can- 
c not ſuppoſe, Ahmed, that it ſhould 
c be concealed from thee, whether 


this ſlaughtered man was guilty of 
« a crime which rendered him wor- 
ce thy of death, or not.” He replied, 
% Know, my lord, when thou ſenteſt 
« me for the medicine to the cham- 


« ber of Hyaut al Nuffoos, I found 
« this ſlave in her embraces. I took 


up the medicine, but did not diſcloſe 
« what I had beheld. When diſ- 
<« patched to the houſe, I found on the 
way this guilty ſlave fitting with his 
« fellows, eating and drinking. He 

| c ſtood 
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*« ſtood up, and entreated me to ftop 
« among them. I replied, The ſultaun 
< hath ſent me to execute a com- 


„ miflion. Upon which he ſaid, Sit 


« down, I will perform this buſineſs, 
and departed. Ahmed then related 


the other circumſtances, until his being 


entruſted with the baſket. 


Then the ſultaun exclaimed, «© 0B : 
« Ahmed, None is more diſcerning 
<« than the Almighty ;”” related toi 


him the behaviour of the concubine, 
what ſhe had accuſed him of, and ſaid, 
<< I refign her unto thee.” Ahmed 


replied, *© I cannot repay the bout- 


<< ties of the ſultaun with ingratitude 
1 can have no concern with her.” 
When the ſultaun heard theſe words, 


he commanded her to be put to 
death. 


This, O ſultaun, (continued the a 
of | the 4 
deceit 3 


vizier) is only one inftance 
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q deceit of the ſex; truſt not to their 


declarations, for their wilineſs is great. 
Another inſtance of their arts, hath 
reached me in the following anecdote. 


STORY 


62 J 


STORY 


OF THE MERCHANT, HIS WIE, 
AND THE PARROT. 


— — 


of IR was a merchant, who 
traded largely, and travelled much 
abroad; he had a wife whom he 
loved, and to her was conſtant. A 
journey became neceſſary for him, and 
he bought for an hundred deenars a 
parrot, that could ſpeak like a human 
being, that it might inform him of 
what paſſed in the houſe. 


Before 


1 


Before he departed upon his jour- 
ney, he committed to the parrot the 
charge of watching his wife's conduct. 
When he was gone, the lady ſent to 
her lover, who was a ſoldier; and he 
came, and abode with her during the 
time of her huſband's abſence. The 
parrot obſerved all that was done. On 
the merchant's return, he called for 
the bird, aſked him -what had aſſed, 
and was informed what his wife had 
committed. When the merchant heard 
this intelligence, . he was enraged a- 
gainſt his wife, beat her ſeverely, and 
kept himſelf from her. The wife ſup- 
poſed that her neighbours had accuſed 
her; but they declared upon oath, 
that they had not ſpoken to him. Then 
ſhe ſaid, © None can have informed 
« him but the parrot.” 


Upon a certain night, the merchant 
went to viſit a friend. Then the wife 
took a coarſe cloth, and put it upon the 

parrot's 
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parrot's cage, and placed over it on the 
floor above, the grinding ſtones: after 
which ſhe ordered her ſlave girls: to 
grind, to throw water over the cloth, 
and to raiſe a great wind with a fan. 
Then ſhe: took a looking glaſs, and 
made it. dazzle: in the light of the lamp, 
by a quick mation. 


The bird (being in the dark) ſap- 
poſed, that the noiſe of the grind- 
ing was thunder, the gleams from 
the mirror, lightning, the blaſts from 
the fan, wind, and the water, hard rain. 
In the morning, when the merchant 
returned to his houſe, the parrot ſaid, 


How fared my lord laſt night during 


e the wind, the rain, and the dreadful 
ec lightning? The merchart exclaimed, 
« Villain, thou lieſt, for Þ did not ſee 
any thing of it: and the parrot re- 

: flied, 

7 Uſed in Afia to grind wheat ar d other grain; 
which is the buſineſs chiefly: of the women ſe wants. 


( 3 3 
plied, “I only tell thee what I ex- 


cc perienced,”” 


The merchant now diſbelieved the 
bird, and put confidence in his wife. He 
went to her, and ſouꝑht to be reconciled ; 
but ſhe ſaid, © I will not be reconciled, 
<« unleſs you deſtroy the miſchief-mak- 
« ing parrot, who belied me.” He 
killed the bird, and after that remained 
ſome time happy with his wife. At 
length the neighbours informed him of 
her crimes, when he concealed himſelf, 
and detected the ſoldier with her. The 
fidelity of the parrot was apparent, but 
the merchant repented of putting him to 
death, when repentance would not avail 
him. He divorced his wife, and took 
an oath never to marry. 


e I have informed thee, O ſultaun, 
( ſaid the prime vizier) of the artfulneſs 
« of the ſex, and proved that raſhneſs 
produces only fruitleſs remorſe.” The 

F ſultaun, 
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ſultaun, upon this, refrained from the 
1 execution of his ſon. 


— — 


When night fet in, the concubine 
came to the ſultaun, and ſaid, © Why 
< haft thou delayed doing me juſtice? 
«« Haſt thou not heard that ſovereigns 
© ſhould be obeyed in whatever they 
| command, and that an order not en- 
ce forced, is a fign of weakneſs ? Every 
| «© one knows what muſt follow, Do 
| me juſtice, then, upon thy ſon, or it 
| „ will happen to you both, as it hap- 
| c pened to the fuller and his ſon.” 


| Then the king ſaid, „What befel 
| ce the fuller and his ſon?” She re- 
plied : — 


STORY 


STORY 


OF THE FULLER AND HIS SON. 


— — 


Know, O ſultaun, that there 
was a fuller, who went daily to waſh his 
cloths on the bank of a river, and with 
him his ſon, who uſed to venture far 
into the water and ſwim ; which his fa- 
ther forbade him, but he would not be 
prevented. On a certain day, the youth 
went into a deep part, and his arms 
vecame cramped. When the father be- 
held his ſituation, he threw himſelf into 
the river, hoping to ſave him ; but the 
ry 2 youth 
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youth hung upon his legs, and they 
were both drowned. 


«© Do me juſtice, then, upon thy 
| «© fon. Thy viziers pretend that the 
< art of our ſex is greater than that of 
| men; but the fact is contrary, as you 
<< will ſee by the following anecdote.” 


STORY 


* 


STORY 


OF THE VIZIER'S WIFE. 


— — 


Ir has been related to me, my 
lord, that there was a certain ſultaun 
much addicted to the love of women, of 
violent paſſions. Being one day upon 
the terrace of his palace, he ſaw a lady 
upon the platform of her houſe, beauti- 
ful and elegant, his ſoul deſired her, and 


it was told him that ſhe was the wife of 
F 3 his 


1 


his vizier. Upon this he ſent for the 
miniſter, and diſpatched him upon a 
diſtant expedition, with orders not to 
return till he had executed his commiſ- 
ſion. The vizier attended to his ſove- 
reign's commands, and departed. 


When the ſultaun knew of his de- 
parture, he was impatient to ſee the lady, 
and repaired to her houſe. She received 


him ſtanding, kiſſed the ground before 
him, and bleſſed him; but ſhe was 
virtuous, and had no inclination to 
immodeſty. | 


She then ſaid, „Why, O my lord, 
« is this auſpicious viſit ?”'. He replied, 
« From the exceſs of my love and 
« paſſion for thee.” Upon which ſhe 
kiſſed the ground, and faid, © It is not 
ce befitting that I ſhould be thy partner; 


* my heart hath never aſpired to ſuch 


« an honour,”? 


Then 


11 

Then the ſultaun extended his hands 
upon her, and tempted her; when ſhe 
cried, * My lord, this muſt never be. 
Obſerving that he was enraged at her 
refuſal, ſhe diſſembled, and ſaid, «© Wait, 
« O my lord, until I have prepared a 
« ſupper, which when thou haſt par- 


de taken of, I will be honoured with 
« thy commands.“ 


She then ſeated the ſultaun upon the 
fofa of her huſband, and brought him a 
book, from which the vizier was uſed to 
read to her. In it were written admo- 
nitions and warnings againſt adultery 
and fornication, and commands to his 
wife not to admit any one within doors 
without his orders. On the peruſal of 
it, the ſultaun's mind was diverted from 
the purſuit of his guilty paſſion. 


At length the lady placed a ſupper 
before him, conſiſting of ninety and nine 
diſhes; when the ſultaun eat a mouth- 
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ful from every diſh, Each was of a 
different colour, but all of the ſame ſort 
of food. Then he ſaid unto her, © How 
« is this?” She replied, © My lord, I 
have ſet a proverb before thee. In 
thy palace are ninety and nine concu- 
e bines, of different ſtature and com- 
e plexions; who, however, form but 
« one ſort of food.“ 


Ld 


The ſultaun was confounded, and did 
not importune her. Riſing up, he went 
to perform his ablutions, but left his 
ring under a cuſhion of the ſofa; and 
upon his return to the palace, forgot to 
take it with him. 


When the vizier returned from his 
Journey, and had viſited the ſultaun, he 
repaired to his own houſe, and fat down 


upon the ſofa; when, behold ! under 


the cuſhion he perceived the ſultaun's 
ring, which he knew. Becoming jealous 
of his wife, he was enraged againſt her, 

| and 


17 


; and ſecluded himſelf from her for a 
WW whole year; during which he did not 
: go near, nor even enquire after her. 


When the caolneſs of her huſband 


became intolerable, the lady complained 
to her father, and informed him of his 
l negle& of her for a whole year: upon 
W which the father repaired to the ſultaun 
W when the vizier was preſent, and faid, 


« May God preſerve the ſultaun ! 


„had an elegant garden, which was 
formed by my own hand, and I wa- 


«© tered it until it was the ſeaſon of its 


fruits. Then I preſented it to thy 


e vizier, and he ate of its productions 


until he was ſatiated, when he deſert- 


ed and neglected it; upon which it 
ewas ſpoiled, and reptiles overran it; 
its flowers were injured, and its con- 
dition was changed.“ 


The 
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The ſultaun faid to the vizier, 
« What ſayeſt thou ?”” The vizier re. 
plied, © He ſpeaketh the truth in what 
«« he hath related; but one day, when 
] entered the garden, I ſaw the track 
of a lion in it; my mind was alarmed, 

c and I refrained from viſiting it.“ 
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Upon hearing this parable, the ful- 
taun underſtood it, recollected that he 
had forgotten his ring in the houſe of 
the vizier, and that by it he meant the 
6 track of the lion. He then faid, It 
[> « is true, O vizier, that the hon did 
; c enter without the conſent of the own- 
« er's wife; but he did not compel her 
4 « to commit evil. She is a virtuous 
ih « woman, and of chaſte deſires. 
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Then the vizier ſaid, © To hear, is 
| ce to obey :”.and he now was convinced 
that the ſultaun had not compelled her 
| to diſhonour. He returned to his wite, 
who related to him all that had paſſed, 


and 


E 


and he relied upon her truth, upon her 
W honour, and her fidelity. 


Had ſhe been vicious ſhe would have 
W complied with the ſultaun, when he diſ- 
= cloſed his wiſhes ; but know, my lord, 
chat men are more deceitful than women. 


= Upon this, the ſultaun next morning 
W commanded the execution of his ſon ; 
WW when the ſecond vizier entered, and 
WT kifing the ground, ſaid, © Be not raſh 
in executing thy ſon. Thou vert not 
W © bleſſed with him till after deſpair of 
© iſluc, and couldſt ſcarcely credit his 
© exiſtence, He may yet prove to thee 
the preſerver of thy kingdom, and a 
guardian of thy memory. Be patient, 
„then, my lord, until he ſhall finda 
proper opportunity to ſpeak for him- 


9) 
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« ſelf. If thou putteſt him to death, 


thou wilt repent when repentance will 


© not 
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& not avail. I have heard, O ſultaun, 


<« much of the female ſex, of their arts, 


« and their ſtratagems, eſpecially in the 
cc following anecdote.” 


RM 


STORY 
ox "THE 
"OFFICER AND MERCHANT'S WIFE, 


_— — 


Ta ERE was an officer belonging 
d the body-guard of his prince, who 
dmired a merchant's wife, and was paſ- 
onately beloved by her. On a certain 
ay, he ſent his ſlave to ſee whether her 
uſband was at home, or abſent. When 
e came, not finding her huſband, he 
ould have returned; but the lady, 
when 
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huſband came in, he faw the officer 


ſword in his hand; who exclaimed 


the officer had ſeen the huſband ente!; 
he haſtened home. 


1 
when ſhe ſaw him, would not let hin 


go. 


While they were converſing, the 
officer came up, and addreſſed his mii 
treſs. Suddenly the huſband knocked 
at the door. Upon this the lady faid to 
the officer, who was much alarmed, 
Draw thy ſcymetar, go down to the 
entry, abuſe me, and revile me, and fay, 
« He is certainly with thee, and thou 
« haſt concealed him.” When my 
huſband enters, go out, and purſue thy 
way. | 


Then ſhe took the ſlave, and locked 
him in an inner chamber. When the 


ſtanding in the entry, with a draus 


« Thou harlot! thou wretch ! thou 
cc haſt hidden the lad near thee.” When 


Th 
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The merchant faid to his wife, 
« What has been the matter? She 
replied, © Thou haſt this day ſaved an 
« unfortunate muſſulmaun from being 
e murdered.” He aſked her how? 
«© She replied, “ I was fitting, thinking 
upon thee, when a young lad ruſhed 
«in, and cried out, Save me from 
« death, and God will ſave thee from 
« the fire of hell ! an officer would mur- 
der me without fault. Then I took 
e him, and concealed him in my cham- 
© ber; when the officer entered, began 
to abuſe me, and would have killed 
eme, ſaying, He is with thee. God 
be praiſed that you came in, or I 
* ſhould have been a corpſe.” Her 


* the fire of hell, for what thou haſt 
* done. I doubt not but he will.” 
dhe then took the lad from the cham- 
ber, and he pretended to weep, and 
thanked her for her kindneſs; but the 
huſband did not gueſs the leaſt of the 

diſgrace 


huſband ſaid, God preſerve thee from 
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diſgrace that had befallen his head fron 


his wife's intrigues. 


6 This, O ſultaun, is only on 
s inſtance of the art of women; alas 
ce that thou ſnhouldſt give credit to ther 


ec accuſations ! 


When the third night was arrive, 
the concubine entered, and kiſſing tht 
ground, wept and ſaid, Wilt thou no, 
« my lord, do me juſtice upon tl) 
< ſon? and wilt thou not refrain fro 
attending to the ſtories of thy vizizrs! 
They are full of wickedneſs. I har 
cc heard, O ſultaun, of a vizier 0 
would have murdered the fon of | 
cc maſter.” He enquired, © In wii 
e manner ?” She anſwered: — 


A 


c 
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STORY 
Or THE SULTAUN'S SON AND 
TREACHEROUS VIZIER, 


— 


Tan was a certain ſultaun 
who had a ſon, whom he loved with 
ardent affection. The prince one day 
begged permiſſion of his father to hunt ; 
upon which he ordered preparations, 
commanded his vizier to attend him, 
and ſent with him ſlaves, domeſtics, and 
troops. 


© They 
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They advanced towards the chace, 
and paſſed through a verdant plain, hav- 
ing groves and rivulets, among which 
the antelopes ſported. The prince pur- 
ſued, ran down much game of various 
kinds, and remained long, diverting 
himſelf with the ſport, in great ſpirits 
and enjoyment. As he was returning 
homewards, there bounded acroſs the 
plain an antelope, brilliant as the ſun 
ſhining in a ſerene ſky ; and the vizier 
ſaid, Let us purſue this deer, for my 
heart longs to take her.“ 
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When the prince heard this, he 
followed her; and the attendants would 
have accompanied him, but the vizier 
forbade them. The antelope did not 
ceaſe to gain ground, nor the prince 
to purſue her, till the evening over- 
ſhadowed ; when ſhe W and 
darkneſs gloomed. 


The 


11 

The prince would have returned, hut 
could not find his path, and fainted with 
terror; nor could he move from the 
thirſty deſart until the morning. He 
then prayed to God for deliverance, 
and travelled on, oppreſſed with hunger, 
until mid-day ; when, lo! he came to a 
ruined town, in which owls and ravens 
had their abodes. While he ſtopped, 
aſtoniſhed at their ſcreamings, a female 
voice ſtruck his ear, and he beheld a 
beautiful girl, fitting under one of the 
mouldering walls, weeping bitterly. He 
addreſſed her, and faid, © Why doſt 
| © thou lament, and who art thou?“ 
She replied, ©. Know, that I am the 
* daughter of a certain ſultaun of the 
north; my father eſpouſed me to the 
« ſon of my uncle, detached troops to 
* eſcort me to him, and we began our 
* journey. When we arrived here, I 
* fell from my carriage, as you ſee, and 
e my attendants went on, and left me, 
G 2 ce thinking 


14 1 


ce thinking I was ſtill upon the camel a 
ce ] have remained here three days, fa- 
« miſhing and thirſty, and was deſpair- 


ec ing of life, when I ſaw thee.” The 


prince mounted her behind him, and 
ſaid, Comfort thy heart, and dry thy 
« eyes, and ſay, God be praiſed, for 
ce thy deliverance from this deſart!ꝰ 


They now proceeded, and beſought 
aſſiſtance from the Almighty. When 
they had Journeyed fome time, they 
reached a city, rumous like the firſt 
when the damſel ſaid to him, * Remain 
<« here, while I retire a little: I wil 
«© ſoon return.” The prince helpe 
her down, and waited with his horſe, 
when, behold ! the ghole,* (fuch wa 
the pretended damſel) cried to two 

1 | others, 


s The women of Arabia often travel in a (ot 
of litter upon camels. 
A demon, believed by the orientals to lit 
in burying Places, and among ruins, and to fet! 
on human fleſh, 
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others, ſaying, © TI have brought a prey 
W « to feaſt upon.” When the prince 
heard this, his heart was chilled. The 
ghole came out and found him pale 
and trembling. She ſaid, © Prince, why 


do I behold thy colour changed?“ 


He anſwered, © I was reflecting on the 
s © cauſe of my ſorrows.” She exclaim- 
ed, „Seek a remedy for them in the 
W © treaſures of thy father.” He replied, 
They are not to be remedied by 
8 © treaſure, or hoards.”” She ſaid, Re- 
W © medy them by your armies and 
troops.“ He replied,. © They are 
e not to be remedied by them.“ She 
continued, Aſk help of the God of 
e power and might, for ye pretend that 
„ye have in the heavens a God, who, 
„When ye call upon him, will be gra- 
*« cious, and that he is abſolute over all 
things.“ The prince replied, * It 
is true; and we have no other but 
* him.” Then he lifted up his face 
towards heaven, and ſaid, «© O Lord, I 
0 3 « humbly. 
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„ 
« humbly beſeech thee, and implore aid 


« from thee in this criſis, which griev- 
« eth and affliteth me; at the ſame 
time catching the pretended princeſs in 
his arms. 


Scarcely had he concluded his pray- 
er, when an angel deſcended from the 
ſky, with a ſword of flame, ſmote her 
with it, and deſtroyed her. For this 
miracle may the Almighty be glorified! 
The prince, after this, returned ſafely 
to the capital of his father. 


« All this danger occurred from the 
« {chemes of the vizier; and I inform 
„ thee, O ſultaun, that thy viziers are 
<« treacherous. Be then watchful of their 


arts. Upon this, the ſultaun gave 
orders for the execution of his ſon. 


On 


1 


On the third day the third vizier 


entered, kiſſed the ground before the 
ſultaun, and ſaid, 


: © Know, O ſultaun, I would adviſe 
( thee honeſtly, and am faithful to thy- 
W © ſelf and thy ſon. Be not violent 
W © againſt thy child, the light of thine 
« eyes. It is poflible the concubine's 
e defire of his death may proceed from 
& © malice; and I have heard that two 
numerous tribes were deſtroyed for 
a « the ſake of a drop of honey.” The 
ſultaun enquired upon what occaſion ? 
and the vizier faid : — 


Big STORY 
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STORY 
Do mt OF 
TRE HUNTSMEN AND OIL-MERCHANTS, 


— — 


1 T has been related to me, that 
there was a hunter, who chaſed every 
ſpecies of wild animals. One day, in 
his excurſion to the mountains, he found 
a hollow in the rocks, full of honey, 
with which he filled a veſſel he had 
with him, and returned to the city. He 
chanced to ſtop at the door of an oil 
merchant, when a little of the hone) 


happening to drop, the * 
licke 
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licked it up, and was killed by the 
hunter's dog. Upon this, the mer- 
chant killed the dog, at which the hunt- 
er was enraged, wounded the merchant, 
went to his quarters, and raiſed his 
friends. The merchant did the. ſame, 
when the parties met, and fought till 
they were all deſtroyed, for the ſake of 


a drop of honey.“ 


— EE 


On the fourth night, the concubine 


J cntered to the ſultaun, kifſed the ground 


before him, and ſaid, © My lord, you 
« have rejeted my cauſe, delayed my 
claims, and will not do me juſtice upon 
* thy ſon; but the Almighty will aſſiſt 
«© me, as he aſſiſted the ſon of a certain 
% ſultaun againſt his father's vizier.” 
The ſultaun enquired after what man- 
ner ? When ſhe related the 

STORY 


| Another ſtory of this vizier follows, but too 
indelicate for tranſlation. 
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STORY 


OF THE TRANSFORMED PRINCE. 


Tura was a2 ſultaun, who 
had an only ſon, whom he betrothed to 
the daughter of a great monarch. She 
was very beautiful, and paſſionately be- 
loved by the ſon of her uncle ; but her 
father would not conſent to give her to 
him in marriage, on account of his prior 
engagement to the ſultaun. 


When the prince found that his 
uncle had affianced her to another, he 
was 


L 


was exceedingly afflicted, and had no 
other reſource, but to ſend rich preſents 
to the intended bridegroom's father, and 
intreat him that he would deceive the 
prince by ſome ſtratagem, ſo that the 
match might be broken off. The vizier 
accepted the bribe, and promiſed com- 
2 pliance. 


— . INT EEE e 


The father of the princeſs, after 
some time, wrote to the ſultaun, requeſt- 
W ing that he would ſend his ſon, to cele- 
brate the marriage at his court: after 
which, he might return home with his 
bride, The ſultaun conſented, and diſ- 
patched him under care of his vizier, 
with attendants and flaves, and an eſcort 
Jof a thouſand horſe ; he alſo ſent by him 
a rich preſent of camels, horſes and 
tents, and valuable curioſities. 


The vizier departed with the prince, 
but reſolved to betray him, on account 


of the bribes he had received from the 
couſin 


92 J 
couſin of the princeſs. At length they 
entered a deſart, where the vizier 
bethought himſelf of a fountain, named 
the White Fountain, of which but few 
perſons knew the properties ; theſe were, 
that if a man drank. of the water, he 


became a female; and if a woman drank 
of it, ſhe became a male. 


The vizier encamped at ſome dit- 
tance from it, and invited the prince to 
ride out with him; when he mounted, 
but did not ſuſpect what the vizier had 
deviſed. They did not ceaſe riding in 
the. wilderneſs until ſun-ſet, when the 
prince complained that he was overcome 
with thirſt, and unable to converſe from 
the parching of his mouth. The vizier 
then brought him to the fountain, and 
faid, „ Diſmount, and drink.” 


The prince alighted from his horſe, 
and drank, when, lo! he inftantly be- 
came a woman, On perceiving his con- 

dition, 
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W with ſhame, and fainted. At length he 
W recovered, when the vizier came up to 
W him with pretended condolements, and 
aid, «What has befallen thee, and 
„ whence is this ſorrow ?”* He related 
what had paſſed, when the vizier ſaid, 
Thy enemies muſt have done this. 
« A great misfortune, and heavy cala- 
© mity 1s certainly come upon thee; for 
8 © how can the object of our journey 


no be performed, when thou art 
„ thyſelf become a bride? I would ad- 
i WF © viſe that we return to thy father, and 
ae © inform him of what has occurred.“ 


The prince replied, «© I fwear by the 
« Almighty-that I will not return, until 
he ſhall remove from me this afflic- 
tion, though I ſhould die under it.“ 
The vizier then returned to his troops, 
and left the prince; who walked on- 
wards, not knowing where he ſhculd 
proceed. 


On 


EXE 0 —_ —_ _. — . 
23 
—_ > 


— ww» 2 * 42 : * * 
- - = — — 
c ata ans ME Ad I * 3 EY 


11 — — * " — — N — 
ee — - +: = WE. - s Ld 
mY — —ꝓ＋— __ — — _ — - 


I 94 ] 
On the way there met him a horſe. 
man, beautiful as the full moon, who 
faluted him, and ſaid, Lady, who art 
© thou, and why behold I thee alone in 
ve this frightful deſart; for I. perceive 
upon thee the marks of diftin&tion; 
©« and that thou art ſorrowful and 
* afflicted ?” | 


A 


When the prince heard theſe kind 
expreſſions from the horſeman, he pu 
confidence in him, and related what 
had befallen him. The horſeman faid, 
Haſt thou drank of the white four- 
cc tain?” He anſwered, „ Ves; the 
horſeman rejoined, © Comfort thyſell, 
« and dry thy eyes, for I will attempt 
te thy delivery.” The prince then fel 
at his feet; and would have kiſſed them, 
but he forbade him; when the prince 
ſaid, © I conjure thee by the Almighty, 
tell me, how can relief come to me 
< through thee?” He replied, I an 


a genius, but will not injure thee.” 
They 


„ 
They travelled all night, and at 
Dawn reached a verdant plain, abound- 
: ng in trees and rivulete and upon it 
| fty edifices, when they diſmounted, and 
Intered one of the palaces, The genius 
elcomed him, and they remained all 
Way feaſting in mirth and gladneſs. At 
aht the genius remounted his horſe, 
Wnd taking the prince behind him, tra- 
Wc lled through the dark until day-light; 
When, lo! they beheld a black plain, 
Fightful and gloomy, which might be 
ompared to the confines of hell. The 
Wrince enquired how the land was named ? 
hen the genius ſaid, © This country 


ſell, is called the black region, and go- 
np: erned by a prince of the genii, 
fell without whoſe permiſſion no one dare 


* enter it. Remain here, while I aſk 


em, 
ince for leave, and return.” The prince 
hty emained a little while, when the genius 


ppeared, conducted him onwards, and 
14 did not ſtop till they came to a 


iream of water flowing from a rock, of 
which 
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which the genius commanded him h 
drink. He diſmounted, and drank, an 
his ſex returned to him as before. 


The prince now praiſed God, u 
prayed, thanked the genius, kiffed hi 
hands, and enquired the name of ti 
well. The genius replied, © This 
the Well of Women. If a fem 
« drink of it, the becomes a male bf 
re the orders of God. Praiſe the Lot 
© then, O my brother, for thy wellar 
and deliverance.” 


They now travelled the remind 
of the day, till they arrived at the duc 
ling of the genius, where the print 
remained with him in mirth and feſtivif 
all that night and the following day: ! 
the evening of which the genius fi 
<< Doft thou wiſh to ſpend this nig 
with thy bride ?” The prince replic 
«© Certainly ; but how, my lord, can 
c effect it? The genius then called" 


(8 
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one of his attendants, whoſe name was 
Jauzoor, and ſaid, Take this youth 
« upon thy back, and do not deſcend 
anywhere but upon the terrace of his 
father in law, near the apartment of 
« his bride.” Jauzoor replied, << To 
(hear, is to obey.” 


When a third part of the night re- 
W mined, Jauzoor appeared. He was an 
W Afrcet of. monſtrous ſize, fo that the 
prince was alarmed; upon which the 
genius ſaid, He will not injure thee, 
« fear him not.” He then embraced 
him, took leave, mounted him upon the 
back of the afreet, and ſaid, „ Bind 
e ſomething over thy eyes.” The 
prince did ſo, when the genius ſoared 
with him between heaven and earth ; 
but the prince perceived no motion, till 
he was ſet down -upon the terrace of his 
father in law's palace, when the afreet 
diſappeared. The prince ſlept till near 
day-light, when his ſpirits revived, and 

H he 
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he deſcended towards the apartments, 
The female attendants met him, ſaluted 
him, and conducted him to the ſultaun. 
He knew him, ſtood up, embraced him, 
and welcoming him, ſaid, * My on, 
ce they uſually bring the bridegroom by 
ce the gate, but thou comeſt from the 
ve terrace; truly I am aſtoniſhed at thy 
ce proceedings.” The prince replied, 
ce If that ſeems ſtrange, I have till more 
« wonderful events to detail.“ He then 
related his adventures from firſt to lait; 
at which the ſultaun was aſtoniſhed, and 
praiſed God for his deliverance. 


They now commenced the nuptial 
ceremonies, and when the rites were 
concluded, the prince was admitted to 
his bride, and remained with her a whole 
month. He then requeſted leave to 
return homewards ; when his father in 
law preſented him with rich gifts, and 
furniſhed him with an eſcort. The couſin 
of the princeſs died of —_— 
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The prince arrived with his bride at the 
capital of his father in ſafety, and the 
ſultaun rejoiced with exceeding great joy, 
after being in deſpair for his ſon. 


ce J hope (ſaid the concubine) that 
« God will alſo revenge me upon thy 
« viziers, and upon thy ſon.” The 
ſultaun replied, © I will do thee juſtice 
immediately; and iſſued orders for 
the execution of the prince. 


—— 


On the fourth day, the fourth vizier 
came to the ſultaun, kiſſed the ground 
before him, and ſaid, „O ſultaun, kill 
* not thy ſon, or thou wilt repent 
* when repentance will not profit thee. 
* A wiſe man will not act until he hath 
* weighed the conſequences. I have 
heard the following anecdote,” 


H 2 STORY 


STORY 
OF THE MERCHANT'S SON AND His 
SEDUCED WIFE." 


— — 


Tuzun was a certain merchant's 
ſon, who had a handſome wife, and i 
happened that a debauchee accidental 
beholding her, fell in love with her 
When the huſband was abſent on a jou! 


ne) 


* In the original another tale precedes thi 
but is omitted for good reaſons. 


ies 
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ney of buſineſs, the lover went to an 
old woman of the neighbourhood, who 
lived on intimate terms with the wife, 
and diſcloſed to her his paſſion, offering 
her ten deenars for her aſſiſtance. 


The cunning old woman went ſeveral 
times to viſit the merchant's wife, and 
always took with her a little bitch. On 
2 certain day, ſhe contrived the follow- 
ing ftratagem. She took flour and 
minced meat, and kneaded them into a 
cake, with a good deal of pepper. Then 
ſhe forced the cake down the throat of 
the bitch; who, when the pepper began 
to heat her ſtomach, had her eyes wet, 
as if with tears. The merchant's wife 
obſerving this, ſaid to the old woman, 
My good mother, this bitch daily 
© follows you, and ſeems as if ſhe wept. 
© What can be the cauſe ?* The old 
woman replied, My dear miſtreſs, 
the circumſtance of the bitch is 
* wonderful, for ſhe was formerly a 

H 3 «© beauti- 
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te beautiful girl, ſtrait as the letter Ate, 
c and made the ſun aſhamed by her 
c ſuperior radiance. A jewiſh. ſorcerer 
cc fell in love with her, whom ſhe re. 
« fuſed; and when he defpaired of 
© obtaining her, he was enraged, and 
« by magic transformed her into 2 
« bitch, as thou ſeeſt. She was a friend 
< of mine; ſhe loved me, and I loved 
« her; ſo that, in her new form, ſhe 
© took to fallow me wherever I went, 
ce for I have always fed her, and taken 
« care of her, on account of our friend- 
© ſhip. She weeps often when refle@- 
tt ing on her unfortunate condition.“ 


When the merchant's wife heard this, 
ſhe trembled for herſelf, and faid, © A 
« certain man has profeſſed love to me, 
© and I did not intend to gratify his 
« criminal paſſion ; but thou haſt ter- 
« rified me with the ſtory of this un- 
« happy girl, ſe that I am alarmed le 
« the man ſhould enchant me, * 
4c alſo 
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« alſo become a bitch. The curſed 
old woman replied, © My dear daugh- 
« ter, I am your true friend, and adviſe 
« you, if any one makes love to you, 
« not to refuſe him.” The wife then 
faid, «© How ſhall I find out my lover?“ 
Upon which the old woman replied, 
For the ſake of thy peace, the love I 
« bear thee, and for fear thou ſhouldſt 
be transformed into a bitch, I will go 
e and ſeek him.“ 


She then went out, rejoicing that ſhe 
had gamed her ends, and ſought the 
young man, but did not find him at 
home. She now ſaid to herſelf, . I 
« will not let this day paſs, however, 
“without gaining a reward for my trou- 
* ble. I will introduce ſome one elſe to 
« her, and obtain from him a fecond 
« preſent.” The old wretch walked 
through the ſtreets in ſearch of a proper 
object; when, behold ! ſhe met the huſ- 
band juſt returning from his journey, 

4 whom 


[ 104 ] 


1 whom ſhe did not know. She went up 
| to him, ſaluted him, and faid, H aſt 
| <« thou any objection to a good ſupper, 
1 « anda handſome miſtreſs? He replied, 
A « I am ready; upon which ſhe took him 
by the hand, and leading him to his own 
houſe, deſired him to wait at the door. 


| When the man reached his own 
| dwelling, jealouſy overcame him, and 
| the world became dark to his eyes. The 
| old woman went to the wife, to inform 
| her of the coming of her lover ; whom, 
| when ſhe ſaw him from the window, 
| ſhe knew, and exclaimed, © Why, mo- 
<< ther, thou haſt brought my huſband.” 
The old woman hearing this, replied, 
« There remains nothing now but to 
ce deceive him.” The wife took the 
1 hint, and ſaid, „ I will meet him, and 
c abuſe him for his intrigues, and will 
. « fay, I ſent this old woman as a ſpy 
| « upon thee.” She then began to ex- 
| claim againſt the infidelity of her huſ- 
band, 
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band, took a ſheet of paper, deſcended 
the ſtair· caſe, and ſaid unto him, . Thou 
« ſhameleſs man, there was a promiſe of 
« conſtancy between us, and I ſwore 
« unto thee that I would not love an- 
« other; I luckily, however, ſuſpected 
« thy falſehood, and when I knew thou 
« waſt returning from thy journey, 
« ſent this old woman to watch thee, 
ce that I might diſcover thy proceedings, 
« and whether thou waſt faithful to thy 
« agreement, or not. It 1s now clear, 
e that thou frequenteſt the dwellings of 
« harlots, and I have been decerved ; 
ee but ſince I know thy falſehood, there 
can be no cordiality between us; there- 
e fore write me a divorce, for I can no 
longer love thee.” 


When the huſband heard this, he 
was alarmed, and remained in aſtoniſh- 
ment. He then took a ſolemn oath, 
that he had not been unfaithful to her, 
and had not been guilty of what ſhe had 
accuſed 
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accuſed him, He did not ceaſe to ſooth 
her, till ſhe was ſomewhat pacified 3 
when the old woman mterfered, and 
effected a reconciliation between them; 
for which kindneſs ſhe was handſome} 
rewarded. The unfortunate - huſband 
little ſuſpected the thouſandth part of the 
diſgrace he had ſo narrowly eſcaped. 


ce This, O ſultaun, (ſaid the vizier) 
is only one inftance of the art and 
* deceit of the ſex.” 


When the ſultaun heard. this, be 
countermanded the execution of his fon, 


— — 


On the fifth evening, the concubine 
came to the ſultaun, holding a cup of 
poiſon in her hand, and faid, If thor 
<« wilt not do me juſtice upon thy ſon 
« will ſwallow this poiſon, and mi 
crime will reſt upon thy neck. T 

ce yizies 
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« yiziers ſay, that women are the moſt 
« deceitful ; but there is no creature of 
« the univerſe more crafty than man. 
« For inſtance : — 
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STORY 


OF THE PAINTER, 


Tn ERE was a certain painter, 
much addicted to women, who one day 
entered a friend's houſe, and ſaw upon 
the wall of an apartment the portrait of 
a beautiful girl, with which he became 
enraptured ; and love ſo overcame bi 


heart, that his friends ſaid to him, 
cc Thou 
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* Thou fooliſh man, how couldſt thou 
« think of loving a figure pourtrayed 
cc on a wall, of the original of which 
ce thou haſt never ſeen or heard? He 
replied, © A painter could not have 
« drawn this portrait unleſs he had ſeen 
« an original:“ upon which one of his 
friends obſerved, that perhaps the lim- 
ner might have formed the portrait 
merely from his imagination. He an- 
fwered, © I hope from heaven comfort 
and relief; but what you ſay cannot 
ce be proved except by the limner.”” 
They then told him that he lived in a 
certain town; when the young man 
wrote to enquire whether he had ſeen 
the original of the picture he had drawn, 
or had painted it from fancy. The 
anſwer was, that the portrait was drawn 
from a finging girl belonging to a vizier 
in the city of Iſpahaun. The young 
man was encouraged by this intelligence, 
made preparations for a journey, de- 
parted, and travelled night and day until 

EE | he 
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He had reached the city; where he took 
up his abode. 125 
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In a few days he made acquaintance 
with an apothecary, and became inti. 
mate with him. Talking upon ſeveral 
ſubjects, at length they converſed te- 
ſpecting the faltaun of Iſpahaun and his 
diſpoſition ; when the apothecary faid, 
« Our ſovereign bears inveterate hatred 
© to all practiſers of magic, and if they 
de fall into his hands, he caſts them into 
< 1 deep cave without the city, in which 
ce they die of hunger and thirſt.” Next 
they converſed concerning the celebrated 
ſinging girl of the vizier; when the apo- 
thecary ſaid, * She is fill with him.” 


When the painter heard this, he be- 
gan to plan his ſtratagems. The firſt 
moonlight night, he diſguiſed himſelf as 
a robber, repaired to the palace of the 
vizier, and fixed a ladder of ropes, b) 
which he gained the terrace, from 


whence 
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whence he deſcended into the court; 
when, lol a light gleamed from one of 


| the apartments. He entered it, and be- 


held a throne of ivory, inlaid with gold, 
upon which repoſed a lady bright as the 
{un in a ſerene ſky. At her head and 
feet were placed lamps, the ſplendour of 
which her countenance outthone. He 
approached, gazed upon her, and ſaw 
that ſhe was the object of his deſires. 
Near her pillow was a rich veil, em- 
broidered with pearls and precious ſtones. 
He drew a knife from his girdle, and 
wounded her ſlightly on the palm of her 
hand, The pain awakened the lady, 
but ſhe did not fcream from alarm, be- 
lieving him to be only a robber in ſearch 
of plunder, and faid, *© Take this em- 
< broidered veil, but do not injure me.“ 
He took the veil, and departed by the 
lame way that he had entered. 


| When daylight n. he diſguiſed 
himſelf in white veſtments, like an holy 
n pilgrim ; 
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pilgrim; viſited the ſultaun, ſaluted him, 
and the ſultaun returned the compliment. 
Then he faid, © I am, O ſultaun, x 
e pilgrim devoted to religion, from the 
country of Khoraſſaun, and have re- 
© paired to thy preſence on account of 
the report of thy virtues and thy juſ- 
c tice to thy ſubjects, intending to re- 
“ main under the ſhade of thy protec- 
tion. I reached thy capital at the 
e cloſe of day, when the gates were 
« ſhut. Then I lay down to repoſe, 
« and was in a ſlumber, when, behold! 
four women iſſued from a grove, one 
<< mounted upon an hyæna, another up- 
cc on a ram, a third upon a black bitch, 
* and the fourth upon a leopard. 
«© When I ſaw them, I knew they muſt 
ce be ſorcereſſes. One of them having 
<« approached me, began to kick me 
with her feet, and to ſtrike me with 3 
*© whip, which appeared like a flame of 
fire. I then repeated the names of tht 


*«« Almighty, and ſtruck at her = 
118 cc wit 
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_« with my knife, when ſhe was wound 


« ed, but eſcaped from me. There 
« dropt from her this veil, which I 
« took up, and found it embroidered 
« with valuable jewels; but I have no 
« gccafion for them, for I have given up 
« the world.” Having thus ſaid, he 
threw down the veil before the fultaun , 
and departed. - 


Upon examining the veil, the ſul- 
taun recolle&ed it, and that he had pre- 
ſented it to his vizier ; to whom he ſaid, 
« Did not I beſtow upon thee this 
« veil?” The vizier replied, © Yes; 
* and I gave it to a favourite concubine 
Hof my own.” The ſultaun exclaimed, 
Let her be ſent for immediately, for 
© ſhe is a wicked ſorcereſs. The vizier 
repaired to his palace, and brought the 
girl, who had a flight wound upon her 
hand; on ſeeing which the ſultaun was 
convinced of the truth of the pretended 
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pilgrim's aſſertion, and commanded her 


to be caſt into the cave of ſorcerers. 


When the painter found that his ſtra. 
tagem had ſucceeded, and the girl was caf 
into the cave, he took a purſe of a thow 
ſand deenars, went to the keeper of the 
cave, faying, © Accept this purſe, and 
cc liſten to my ſtory. The keeper at. 
tended to his adventures ; after which 
the painter ſaid, This poor girl is in- 
«© nocent, and I am the perſon who ha 
«« plunged her into misfortune. If thou 
ce wilt releaſe her, it will be a merciful 
ce action, and I will convey her private- 
<« ly to my own country. Should ſhe 
© remain here, ſhe will ſoon be among 
ce the number of the dead. Pity, then, 
% her condition and my own, and re- 
<«« pay thy generoſity with this purſe.” 
The keeper complied, and releaſed the 
girl; with whom the painter departed 


and travelled day and night till he reach 
ed his own city. 


cc This 


. 
«© This, O ſultaun, (ſaid the concu- 
« bine) is one inſtance only of the cun- 


« ning of men. The ſultaun then gave 
orders for the execution of his ſon. 


1 2 STORY 


1 


STORY 


OF THE 
TEN OLD MEN AND DECAYED RAKE. 


—— — 


Ox the following day, the fifth 
vizier entered, kiſſed the ground before 
the ſultaun, and ſaid, . My lord, reprieve 
« thy ſon, and be not haſty in his death, 
e leſt thou repent, as the man repented, 
*« who never afterwards ſmiled.” The 
ſultaun enquired his hiſtory, and the 


vizier proceeded, 
There 
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There was a man of quality, poſſeſſed 
of great wealth, and maſter of many 
ſlaves, who died, leaving his eſtates to 
an infant ſon. When he reached man- 
hood, he engaged in pleaſure and amuſe- 
ments, in feaſting and drinking, in muſic 
and dancing, with profuſion and extrava- 
gance, until he had expended the riches 
his father had left him. He then took 
to ſelling his effects and ſlaves and con- 
cubines, till at length, through diſtreſs, 
he was obliged to ply as a porter in the 
ſtreets for a ſubſiſtence. 


As he one day waited for an employ- 
er, an old man of portly and reſpectable 
appearance ſtopped, and looked earneſtly 
at him for ſome time. At length the 
young man ſaid, © Why, fir, do you ſo 
* earneſtly gaze at my countenance ? 
have you any occaſion for my ſer- 
* vices ?”” The old man replied, © Yes, 
my ſon ; we are ten old men, who live 
together in the ſame houſe, and have 

Fe” **.. at 


WE 


ce at preſent no perſon to attend us. If 
« thou wilt accept the office, I truſt 
« (God willing) it will afford thee much 
<< advantage.” The youth replied, 
«« Moſt willingly and readily ;”” when 
the old man ſaid, You ſhall ſerve us, 
but upon condition that you conceal 
« our fituation ; and when you ſee us 
«© weeping and lamenting, that you aſk 
«« not the cauſe.” The young man 
aſſented; upon which his new maſter 
took him to a bath, and when he was 
cleanſed from his dirt, preſented him 


with a handſome dreſs, and repaired with 
him to his own houſe. 


This proved to be a magnificent 
palace ; its courts ſurrounded by gal- 
leries, and adorned with bafins and foun- 
tains. All forts of birds fluttered in the 
lofty trees, which ornamented the gar- 
dens, and overſhadowed the apartments. 
The old man conducted him into one of 
the pavilions, which was laid over with 

ſilken 
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flken carpets, rich muſnuds, and ſuperb 
cuſhions. In it fat nine venerable old 
men, all weeping and lamenting ; at 
which the young man was aſtoniſhed, 
but aſked no queſtions. His maſter then 
took him to a large cheſt, pulled out of it 
a bag containing a thouſand deenars, 
and ſaid, © My fon, thou art entruſted 
« by God with this treaſure, to expend 
« it upon us and thyſelf with integrity.“ 
The youth replied, *© To hear, is to 
* obey.” He now buſied himſelf in 
providing for their wants, what was ne- 
ceſſary for victuals and raiment, during 
three years. At length one of the old 
men died ; when they waſhed the corpſe, 
enſhrouded, and buried it in the garden 
of the palace, | 


The youth continued to ſerve them, 
and the old men died one after another, 
until nine had departed, and he only re- 
mained who had hired him. At length 
he alſo fell ſick, and the young man de- 


14 ſpaired 
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ſpaired of his recovery. He then ſaid 
to himſelf, My maſter will die, and 
ce why ſhould I not aſk him the cauſe 
te of their bewailings? He approached 
his bed, and faid to. the old. man, who 
groaned in the agonies of death, „1 
*© conjure thee by God, my maſter, to 
« acquaint me with the reaſon of your 
« conſtant lamentations. The ſage 
replied, «© My ſon, there is no reaſon 
ce for thee to know it, ſo do not impor- 
te tune me for what will not profit thee. 
© Believe me, I have ever loved and 
«« compaſſionated thee. I dread left 
© thou ſhouldſt be puniſhed as we have 
<< been puniſhed, but wiſh thou: mayeſt 
ebe preſerved. Be adviſed, therefore, 
«« my ſon, and open not yonder locked 
«« door.” He then pointed out the 
door to him; after which his agonies 
encreaſed, and he exclaimed, © I tel- 
« tify that there is no other God but 
« God, and that Mahummud is his 


ce ſervant and prophet,” Then his 
ſoul 
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ſoul fluttered, he turned upon his ſide, 
and was joined to his Lord. The young 
man waſhed his corpſe, enſhrouded it, 
and buried him by the fide of his 


companions, 


After this he took poſſeſſion of the 
palace, and diverted himſelf for ſome 
days in examining the effects and trea- 
ſures within it. At length his mind 
became reſtleſs for want of employment. 
He reflected upon the fates of the old 
men, ruminated on the dying words of 
his maſter, and the charge he had given 
him, He examined the door, his mind 
was overcome by curioſity to ſee what 
could be within it, and he did not weigh 
the conſequence. Satan tempted him to 
open the door, and he exclaimed with 
the poet, . What is not to happen can- 
not be effected by human contrivance; 
« but what is to be, will be.“ 


The 
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The young man now unlocked the 
ddor. It opened into a long dark paf: 
ſage, in which he wandered for three 
hours, when he came out upon the 
ſhore of the ocean. He was aſtoniſned, 
and gazed with wonder on all ſides. He 
would now have returned; but, lo! a 
black eagle of monſtrous ſize darted from 
the air, and ſeizing him in her talons, 
ſoared for ſome time between heaven 
and earth. At length 1t deſcended with 
him upon a ſmall ifland in the ocean, and 
fled away. 


The young man remained - awhile 
motionleſs with terror ; but recovering, 
wandered about the ifland. Suddenly 
a fail aroſe to his view: on the waters, 
reſembling a fleeting cloud in the hes 
vens. The youth gazed, and the fail 
approached, till it reached the beach of 
the iſland, when he beheld a boat form- 
ed of ivory, ebony, and ſandal, the oats 
of which were made of aloes wood of 

Comorm, 
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Comorin, the fails of white filk, and it 
was navigated by beautiful maidens, 
ſhining like moons. They advanced, 
from the boat, and kiſſing his hands, ſaid, 
Our fouls are refreſhed at ſeeing thee, 
« for thou art the maſter of our country 
« and of our queen.” One of the la- 
dies then approached him with a parcel 
wrapped in rich damaſk, in which was a 
royal dreſs, moſt ſuperbly embroidered, 
and a crown of gold, ſplendidly ſet with 
pearls and diamonds. She aſſiſted him 
to dreſs ; during which the youth ſaid 
to himſelf, «© Do I fee this in a dream, 
«or am I awake? The old man men- 
e tioned nothing of this. He muſt 
* ſurely have forbade my opening the 
door out of envy.” 


The ladies then conducted him to 
the boat, which he found ſpread with 
elegant carpets and cuſhions of brocade. 
5 They hoiſted the fails, and rowed with 
of Wl their oars, while the youth could not 
15 divine 


and verdant meadow, in which met 


the rolling billows or waving ſhadows. 
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divine what would be the end of his ad- 


ventures. He continued in rumination 
till they reached land, when behold ! the 
beach was crowded with troops and at- 
tendants, gallant in appearance, and of 
the talleſt ſtature. When the boat an. 
chored, five principal officers of the army 
advanced to the young man, who was 
alarmed, but they paid their obheiſance 
profoundly, and welcomed him in a tone 
ſhrill as the ſound of filver. After this 
the drums beat, the trumpets ſounded, 
and the troops arranged themſelves on 
his right hand and on his left. They 
proceeded till they reached an extenſive 
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them another detachment, numerous @ | 


Laſtly appeared, ſeemingly. a young 
prince ſurrounded by the nobles of his 
kingdom, but all wore veils, ſo that nc 
part of them could be ſeen but their ehe- 
balls. When the prince came near the 

young 
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young man, he and his company alight- 
ed, ſome of them embraced each other, 
and after converſing awhile, remounted 
their horſes. The cavalcade then pro- 
ceeded, and did not halt till it came 
to the royal palace; when the young 
man was helped from his horſe, and the 
prince conducted him into a ſplendid 
hall, in which was the royal throne, The 
ſeeming prince aſcended it and fat down; 
when pulling the veil from her coun- 
tenance, the young man beheld a beau- 
tiful damſel in the ſuppoſed prince. 
While he gazed in aſtoniſhment, ſhe ſaid, 
e Young man, this country is mine, the 
* troops are mine, and I am their queen; 
* but when a man arriveth among us, 
* he becomes my ſuperior, and governs 
in my room.” The youth upon 
bearing this, was wrapt till more in 
vonder. While they were converſing, 
the vizier entered, who was a ſtately 
boking matron, to whom the queen 

lad, © Call the cauzee and witneſſes.” 
She 
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She replied, To hear, is to obey; 


and retired. 


The queen then came to the young 
man, and ſaid, Art thou willing tha 
« ] ſhould be thy wife, and to be ny 
cc huſband ?'”” When he heard this, and 


beheld her condeſcending behaviour, he 


roſe up, and kifling the ground, faid, 


(as ſhe would have prevented his proſtr. 


tion) „I am not worthy of ſuch high 
cc honour, or even to be one of thy 
« humbleſt attendants.” When ſh: 
heard this, and ſaw his noble addreſs, 
ſhe replied, My lord, all that thot 


c haſt beheld, and what remains unſeet 


of this country, its provinces, people 
and treaſures are thine, and I am tly 
c handmaiden, Avoid only yonder 


door, which thou muſt not open. | 


thou doſt, thou wilt repent when te 
e pentance will not avail.” 


The 
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The visier, cauzee, and witneſſes, 
who were all women, now entered, and 
they were married; after which the 
courtiers and people were introduced, 
and congratulated them. 


The young man remained for ſeven 
months in the height of enjoyment, 
when, upon a certain day, he recol- 
lected his old maſter, and how he had 
forbade him to unlock the door, which 
though he had done, from his diſobe- 
dience ſuch unexpected good fortune 
had befallen him. 


His curioſity and ſatan . whiſpered to 
him, that within the door which the 
queen had forbade him to open, ſome 
important ſcenes muſt alſo be concealed. 
He advanced, opened it, and entered; 
but found a gloomy dark paſſage, in 
which he had not walked more than 
wenty ſteps, when light gleamed upon 
him. He advanced, and beheld the ſame 


eagle 
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eagle that had borne him away. He 
would now have retreated, but the 
monſter darted upon him, ſeized him in 
| his talons, aſcended, and put him down 
A on the ſpot where it had firſt taken him 
| up. He regretted his loſt grandeur, 
power, and dominion; exclaiming, 
C When I rode out, an hundred beanti- 
te ful damſels ſurrounded: me, and were 
ce flattered by being allowed to attend 
« me; alas! I was living in honour, 
ce until I raſhly ventured upon what | 
have committed.“ 5 


For two full months, he lamented, 
crying out, Alas! alas ! that the bird 
would bat once again return!” but 
in vain. Night and day weeping, be 
would exclaim, © I was enjoying m 
<« eaſe, until my imprudence ruined me. 
| At length, one night in a reſtleſs ſlum 
i ber, he heard a voice ſaying, * Alas 
| « alas! what is paſt cannot be recover 
| 


„ed!“ upon which he deſpaired af. 
ſeeing 


- 
| 
1 
l 
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ſeeing again his queen, or kingdom. He 
then entered the palace pf his old maſters 
by the dark paſlage, fatally convinced 
of what had occaſioned their . inceſſant 
lamentations. He employed himſelf in 
praying for their ſouls ; and, like them, 
wept and lamented, until he died. 


« Obſerve, therefore, O ſultaun, 
« ({aid the vizier) that precipitancy is 
« of ill conſequence, and I adviſe thee 
« from experience.” The ſultaun then 
refrained from the execution of his ſon. 


— 


On the fixth night the concubine 
entered with a dagger in her hand, and 
tiling the ground before him, faid, 
« Wilt thou, O ſultaun, revenge me of 
« thy ſon? if not, I will put myſelf 
to inſtant death. Thy viziers pre- 
* tend that woman is more artful than 
man, wiſhing to deſtroy my rights; 

K « but 
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ee but I aſſure thee, that man is far 
cc more deceitful than woman, which 


| ce is clear from what paſſed between a 
j te certain prince and a merchant's wife. 
j t I will relate the ſtory,” N 
5 | . £ . F 

STORY 


S TOR 
OF THE 
PRINCE AND THE MERCHANT'S WIFE; 


i 


— * 


— {cm . 


Turns was a certain merchant, 
exceedingly jealous, who had a moſt 
beautiful wife. From ſuſpicion of her fi- 
: delity he would not dwell in a city among 
Y men, but built a houſe in a moſt retired 
ſtuation, that no one might viſit her. 
lt was ſurrounded with lofty walls, and 
K 2 had 


( 132 J 


had a ſtrong gateway. Every morning 
he locked the door, took the key with 
him, and repaired to the city to tranſac 
buſineſs until the evening. 


On a certain day, the ſultaun's fon, 
riding out for his amuſement, paſſed b 
the houſe, and caſt his eyes on the wife, 
who was walking upon the terrace, He 
was captivated by her beauty, and ſhe 
no leſs charmed with his appearance, 
He tried the gate, but it was ſecurely 
faſtened. At length he wrote a deck. 
ration of his love, which he fixed on an 
arrow, and ſhot it upon the terrace, 
The wife read the note, and returned 
favourable anſwer. He then took tit 
key of a cheſt, tied it to a note, and 
threw it up to her. In the note wi 
written, I will come to thee in a chef, 
& of which. this is the key.” Th 
prince after this took leave, returned i 
the city, and ſent for his father's viz 
to whom he communicated what ht 

happens 
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happened, requeſting his aſſiſtance. The 
vizier replied, © My fon, what can I do? 
« ] tremble for my character in ſuch a 
« buſineſs, and what plan can we'pur- 
« ſuc?” The prince anſwered, „1 
« only requeſt thou wilt help me in 
« what I have contrived. I mean to 
place myſelf in a large cheſt, which 
« thou muſt lock upon me, convey at 
e night to the merchant's houſe, and 
« ſay unto him, This cheft contains my 
« jewels and treaſure, which I am fear- 
ful of the ſultaun's ſeizing, and muſt 
* for a time entruſt to thy care.. 


The vizier conſented, the prince en- 
tered the cheſt, which was then locked, 
and conveyed privately to the town- 
houſe of the merchant. The vizier 
knocked at the door, and the merchant 
appearing, made his profound obeiſance 
to ſo honourable a vifitant, who re- 
queſted to leave the cheſt with him for 
ſome days, till his alarm of the ſultaun's 

"MY diſplea- 


„ 
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diſfleatiire ſhould be over. The tar 
chant readily - conſented, and had the 
cheſt for ſecurity carried to his country 
houſe, and placed in the apartments of 
his wife. In the morning he went about 
his affairs to the city, when the wife, 
having adorned herſelf in her richeſt 
apparel, opened the cheſt. The prince 
came out, embraced her, and kiſſed her. 
They paſſed the day together in merri: 
ment, till the merchant's return, when 
the prince repaired to his concealment. 


Seven days paſſed in this manner, 
when it chanced that the ſultaun en- 
quired for his ſon, and the vizier went 
haſtily to the merchant's to reclaim the 
cheſt. The merchant had repaired 
earlier than uſual towards his country: 
houſe, and was overtaken on the wa) 
by the vizier. The wife and the prince, 
who had been amuſing themſelves in the 
court of the houſe, were ſuddenly dif 
turbed by a knocking at the gatew) 
e | when 


163 . 


when the latter betook himſelf to the 
cheſt, which the wife in her confuſion 
forgot to lock. The merchant now en- 
tered with his ſervants, who took up 
the cheſt to deliver to the vizier; when, 
lo! the lid opened, and the prince was 
diſcovered half intoxicated with wine. 
The poor merchant durſt not revenge 
himſelf on the ſon of his ſovereign. He 
conducted him to the vizier, who was 
overcome with ſhame at the diſgraceful 
diſcovery. The merchant was convin- 
ced of his own diſhonour, and that his 
caution had been vain. He divorced 
his wife, and took an oath never again 
to marry, 


“Such (faid the concubine) is the 
0 * vilineſs of men ; but thy viziers can- 
not eſcape my. penetration.” Then 
the ſultaun, who doatingly loved his 


miſtreſs, gave orders for the execution 
of his ſon. 
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STORY 
OF THE MERCHANT'S WIFE 


AND HER SUITORS, 


— — 


Oy the fixth day, the fixth 
vizier entered, and kiſſing the ground 
ſaid, Be cautious, my lord, in the exe 
cution of thy ſon; be not raſh, for raſh: 
neſs is ſinful, and the artfulneſs al 
women is well known, for God has de- 


clared in the koraun, that their craftiae 


5 


1 


is beyond all meaſure. It has been re- 
ported to me, that there was a merchant's 
daughter, who had a huſband accuſtom- 
ed to travel much on bufineſs to diſtant 
countries. During one of his journies, 
the wife became enamoured of a young 
man, who returned her fondneſs. It 
happened one day that this youth ſcuffled 
with another, was taken up by the watch, 
and carried before the walee of the 
city; when, upon witneſſes teſtifying he 
vas the tranſgreſſor in the broil, the 
magiſtrate ordered him to be impriſoned. 


When e of the confine- 
ment of her lover was brought to the 
lady, her mind was employed from hour 
to hour how to releaſe him. At length, 
ſhe dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt apparel, 
repaired to the walee, proſtrated herſelf 
before him, and complained that her 
brother having had a ſcuffle with an- 
Other youth, hired witneſſes had ſworn 
falſely 
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falſely againſt him, and he had been 
wrongfully caſt into priſon. . She further 
ſaid, ſhe could not remain ſafe without 
the protection of her brother, and begged 
for his releaſe. She had a great ſhare of 
beauty, which when the magiſtrate per. 
ceived, he deſired her to enter his apart. 
ment, while he ordered her brother to 
be ſet at liberty. She guefled his de- 
ſign, and ſaid, My lord, I am an 
*«. honourable and reputable woman, and 
te cannot enter any apartments but my 


own; but if you defire it, you may 


« yifit me; I live in ſuch a ſtreet, and 
« you may come on a certain day.“ 
The magiſtrate was enraptured, and gave 
her twenty deenars, ſaying, Expend 
cc this at the bath.” + She left him, his 
heart employed in thinking of her 


beauties. 


Ihe lady next went to the venerable 
cauzee, and ſaid, My lord, look upon 


57 


and removed her veil from her 
face. 
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face. When the cauzee ſaw her, he faid, 
« What has happened unto thee?“ 
She replied, “ I have a younger bro- 
« ther, and none but him, for a pro- 
« tector, whom the walee has impriſon- 
« ed wrongfully, and whom I beſeech 
« thee out of thy compaſſion to releaſe 
« from his confinement.”” The cauzee 
replied, «© Step in, while I. order his 
« releaſe.” She anſwered, If you 
mean that, my lord, it muſt be at my 
* houſe, which is in a certain quarter. 
She then fixed an aflignation for the 
fame day ſhe had mentioned to the 
walee. The cauzee preſented her with 
twenty deenars, and ſaid, Purchaſe 
« proviſions and ſherbets with part of 
* this ſum, and pay. for tlie . wien 


« the remainder. ©2900. ene” 


Fr rom he cauzee's ſhe repaired to 
the vizier's, repeated her ſtory, and, bo- 
tought his interference with the walee 
to releaſe her brother, The vizier alſo, 
ſmitten 


of love, which ſhe accepted, but ſaid, he 
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e walee has impriſoned my brother, who 
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ſmitten with her beauty, made propoſals 


muſt vifit her at her own houſe, and 
fixed the ſame day ſhe had appointed 
for the walee and the cauzee. The vizier 
then gave her twenty deenars, ſaying, 
«« Expend a. part of this money at the 
* bath, and with the reſt prepare for us 
«© a ſupper and wine.“ She replied, 
f To hear, is to obey.” . 


From the vizier's ſhe proceeded to 
the hajeeb, and faid, © My lord, the 


« is but a ſtripling, on the evidence of 
c falſe witneſſes, and I humbly beſeech 
« thee for his releaſe.” The hajeed 
Teplied, Step in while I fend for thy 
brother.“ She gueſſed his. deſigns, 
and replied, © If my lord has bufinels 
* with me, in his houſe is a conſtait 
<c affemblage of - perſons. Rather | 


* him e 7 humble dwelling wit 
, cc his 


1 Governor of the city. 
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* his footſteps. She then aſſigned the 
ſame day that ſhe had appointed for the 
reſt, and informed him of the ſituation 
of her houſe. Upon this, he gave her 
fifty deenars, ſaying, © Prepare a ſupper 
« for us with part, and lay out wad re- 
« mainder at the bath. + 


The lady took the cold, went to a 
joiner's ſhop, and ſaid, I defire that 
you will make me a large preſs, with 
« four diviſions, one above the other, 
e but ſo ſtrong, that no one perſon 
e may burſt it open. When thou haſt 
« finiſhed it, I will pay thee ten deenars. 
The joiner agreed, and ſhe hurried him 
daily till it was finiſhed, when he carried 
it to her houſe upon a camel, and ſet it 
up in its place. She offered him the 
price agreed for, but the joiner refuſed it, 
ſaying, * My dear lady, I will not take 
any thing, and only deſire that I may 
* Paſs an evening with you.“ She re- 
plied, «© If that is the caſe, you muſt 

ce make 
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t make to the preſs a fifth ſtory,” 
He conſented, and ſhe fixed the fame 
evening ſhe had appointed for the walee, 
the cauzee, the vizier, and the hajeeb. 


She now went to the market, bought 
ſome old garments, which ſhe dyed red, 
yellow, black and blue, and made to 
them whimſical caps of various colours, 
She then cooked fleſh and fowl, bought 
in wine, and. put every thing in order 
againſt the appointed night ; when ſhe 
attired herſelf in her richeſt apparel, and 
ſat down — her . 


* 


Firſt, the cauzee knocked at the 
door, when ſhe roſe up and opened it, 
'kifſed his hand, led him in, and ſeated 
:himrreſpe&fully. - She then filled a bum- 
per, and drank to him; after which ſhe 
: preſented him with meat and wines. He 
gravely ſaid, © I have never during m/ 
4 life drank wine: upon which ſhe 
. Company is dull without 


«cc * 
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« it;” and made him drink. Then ſhe 
pulled off his robes, alſo his magiſterial 
turban, ſaying, Put on the garments 
« of mirth and pleaſure; and dreſſed 
him in a gown of yellow and red, with a 
black cap; after which ſhe coaxed him, 
and he began to be impatient ; when, 
behold ! the door reſounded. The cau- 
zee, in alarm for his character, aſked who 
was at the door; and ſhe replied, My 
« huſband: upon which the venerable - 
magiſtrate began his ablutions, and ſaid, 
„What ſhall we do?” She replied; 
« Step into this preſs, until he goes 
« away, when J will releaſe thee, and we 
* will paſs the evening together.“ She 
then placed him in the preſs, locked it, 
and taking the key, went to the door. 


The walee now entered, whom ſhe 
ſaluted, returned with him into the apart- 
ment, and faid, “ My lord, the houſe of 
your ſlave is your's, and I am your 
"* handmaid,” Then ſhe feaſted him 

till 


the took, gave to a ſervant to deliver, 


claimed, What ſhall we do?” Ste 
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till he was ſatisfied, pulled off his robes, 
and bringing a black veſt with a red cap 
ſaid, Put on the dreſs of mirth and 
ce pleaſure ;”” after which ſhe made hin 
drink wine till he was intoxicated, when, 
lo! a knocking at the door; and ſhe {aid 
«« My lord, I cannot be chearful til 
« you have releaſed my brother.“ Hz 
then wrote an order to the gaoler to 
give the young man his freedom, which 


and returned to the walee, who began to 
take liberties, when the knocking at the 
gate became louder. He enquired who 
was coming; when ſhe replied, © M. 
% huſband;” upon which the walee cx 


anſwered, Get into this preſs, and | 
ve will return by and by and releaſe 
<< thee.” Then ſhe put him into the 
preſs, locked him in, and repaired to the 
gate. 

Thi 
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The vizier now entered ; when ſhe 
kiſſed his hand, ſaying, Thou haſt 
« highly honoured, me, my lord, by thy 
« auſpicious approach; after which 
ſhe ſet ſupper before him, and compelled 
him to eat and drink until he was half 
tipſey. Then ſhe ſaid, Diſrobe your- 
« ſelf, my lord, put on the veſture of 
« joy and merriment, and leave the 
habit of the vizarut for its proper 
« offices.” The vizier ſmiled at her 
playfulneſs, and undreſſed ; when ſhe 
brought him a red veſt, with a green cap 
tufted with wool, which he put on, and 
they began to drink and fing, when, lo, 


: aloud knocking at the door ! The vizier, 
ty in terror, enquired the cauſe ; when ſhe 
x replied, © My huſband; upon which 
i de ſaid, „What ſhall we do?” She 

cried, © Step into this preſs till he is 
te F 
05 gone, when J will return, and releaſe 


'« 


you.” The vizier jumped in, when 
ſhe locked it, and haſtened to the door. 


1 The 
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The hajeeb now entered, when ſhe 
kiſſed his hands, ſeated him, and faid, 
* My lord, you have honoured me by 
ce your kindneſs and condeſcenfion.” 
Then ſhe began to undreſs him, and his 
robes were worth at leaſt four thouſand 
deenars. She brought him a patti- 
coloured veſt, with a copper cap ſet with 
ſhells, and ſaid, © Theſe, my lord, are 
ce the garments of mirth and feſtivity.” 
The hajeeb having put them on, began 
to toy and kiſs; when ſhe plied him 
with wine till he was intoxicated. All 
this the venerable cauzee perceiving thro' 
them key-hole, exclaimed to himſelf, 
© O thou jade, put him into the prels, 
© and leave off kiſſing. A knocking 
was now heard at the gate, when the 
hajeeb cried out, Who's this?” and 
ſhe replied, «© My huſband; ſtep into 
« this preſs, till I ſend him away, and 
« return to thee again in an inſtant.” 


Then ſhe locked him into the fourth 
ſtor), 


„ 
tory, took the key, and went to the 


door. 


The poor joiner now entered, was 
introduced into the apartment, and ſeat- 
ed; when ſhe ſet ſupper before him, 
ind he eat and drank till he was intoxi- 
cated, Then ſhe ordered him to pull 
off his clothes, and left him, to fetch a 
dreſs; when, lo! the door reſounded, 
and ſhe cried out, Run into the preſs 
© 25 thou art, for here is my huſband. 
* I will diſpatch him, and return again 
© in an inſtant.” He entered, when ſhe 
locked him in, and haſtened to the door, 
where her lover met her, juſt releafed 
from priſon by the walee's order. She 
brought him in, informed him of her 
iratagem, and faid, © We muſt not 
remain longer here; upon which 
the lover went out, hired camels, and 
they loaded them with all the effects in 
the houſe, leaving nothing but the preſs 
frongly locked with five locks, and 

" Þ% within 
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within it the worthy officers of goyern. 
ment and poor joiner. They ſet of 
inſtantly, and travelled to another city, 
where they could . be concealed from 


ſearch. 


The unfortunate lovers remained in 
the preſs, in a woeful condition. At 
length the poor joiner, who was in the 
upper tier, unable longer to reſiſt the 
calls of nature, made water upon the 
hajeeb. In the ſame manner the hajecb 
upon the vizier, the vizier upon the 
walee, and the walee upon the cauzee, 
who (holy man!) being hurt at {uct 
uncleanneſs, exclaimed, © What impu- 
ce rity is here? I am not buried, nor an 


« I yet in ſuch diſgrace, that men ſhoui ? 
« make water upon me.” The wal, Wl © 
knowing the voice of the cauzee, cri in 

m 


out, „God has given us our juſt 
« ward:” and the vizier exclaimed, 
« May God curſe him who has bee 


«© the cauſe of our diſhonour.” *© It 
(c Was 


=: 


« was this raſcally walee,“ cried the 
cauzee : upon which the walee exclaim- 
ed; „Tell your wives how this baggage 
« coaxed you all here.” The hajeeb 
now ſaid, © Praiſe be to God, that he 
« has preſerved the ſultaun himſelf from 
« this diſgrace !'* Upon this the joiner 
cried out, I am more in fault than 
« you all, for I made the preſs, and 
« am caught in it myſelf.” 


They now converſed together, and, 
notwithſtanding their diftreſs, could not | 
refrain from laughing at each other. At 
length the landlord of the houſe entered, 
and with him ſome perſons who wanted 
to hire it; but hearing voices from the 
preſs, they were alarmed, and retired to 
collect more people; with whom return- 
ng, the owner exclaimed, Are you 
men, or genii, in the preſs?” They 
replied, „If we were genii we would 
not remain here, nor ſhould we want 
any one to open the doors. We are 

L 3 « only 


1 
* only men.” The neighbours cried 
out, „ Let us not open the door, but 
in preſence of the ſultaun;“ upon 
which the cauzee exclaimed, “ O my 
«« people, let us out, conceal what God 
« has concealed, and do not diſgrace 
« us.” I am the cauzee.” They re- 
plied, „ Thou lieft, and it is im- 
«« poſſible, for, if the cauzee, how 
«© cameit thou to be confined here? 
Thou art an impoſtor, for our worthy 
cauzee, thou impious wretch, is 3 
% man who ſubdueth his paſſions ; be 
« filent, leſt he hear thee, and bring 
te thee to puniſhment.” Upon this the 


unfortunate cauzee durſt not ſpeak, and 
was ſilent. „ 


«c 
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They then brought ſeveral porters 
who took up the preſs, and carried it to 
the palace of the ſultaun. When in- 
formed of the affair, he ſent for carpen- 
ters and ſmiths, and had the locks broke! 

open 


m Quctation from the koraun. 
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open before him; when, lo! he diſco- 
vered the joiner, the walee, the hajeeb, 
the vizier, and the venerable judge. 
The ſultaun exclaimed, What brought 
« thee hear, O reverend cauzee ?” He 
exclaimed, God be praiſed, who hath 
« provident:ally ſaved thee, O ſultaun, 
« from what hath befallen us!” He 
then iſſued from the preſs in his co- 
lured veſt and fool's cap; as did the 
ret of his companions in their ridicu- 
bus dreſſes; but the poor joiner in his 
birth-day habit. The ſultaun laughed 
tl he had nearly fainted, and com- 
manded the adventures of each to be 
written from firſt to laſt. He alfo 
ordered ſearch to be made for the mer- 
chant's wife, but in vain, for ſhe had 
ccaped with the robes, valuables, and 
weapons of her fooliſh gallants. 


* From the above ſtory, conſider, 

0 ſultaun, ſaid the vizier, h6&w deep 
"8 the art and cunning of the ſex, 
L 4 « and 
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« and how little dependance fhould be 
e placed on their declarations.” The 
ſultaun then ſtopped the execution of 
his ſon. 


Another ſtory, told by the ſame vizier, i; 
here omitted, it being too free to bear tranſl 
tion. The plot is ſomewhat like the poetic tak 
of the Three Wiſhes by Prior. 


STORY 
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STORY 
OF THE 
DEVOUT WOMAN FALSELY ACCUSED. 


— — —— 


On the ſeventh night the con- 
cubine kindled a funeral pile, and affect- 
ed to caſt herſelf into it, when her 
attendants prevented her, and carrying 
her forcibly to the ſultaun, informed him 


of her attempt upon her own life. The 
| ſultaun 


156 J 


ſultaun exclaimed, „ What could have 
c hurried thee to ſuch raſnneſs?““ She 
replied, If thou wilt not credit my 
c aſſertions, I will certainly throw my- 
« ſelf into the fire, when thou wilt be 
ce too late regretful on my account, as 
cc a certain prince repented himſelf of 
ce having unjuſtly puniſhed the religious 
«© woman.” The ſultaun enquired the 
circumſtance, when the concubine ſaid ; 


There was a certain pious woman, 
who made pilgrimages to various parts 
of the world. In the courſe of one of 
them, ſhe came to the court of a ſultaun, 
who received her with welcome rever- 
ence. One day, his queen took the holy 
matron with her to the bath, and hap- 
pening to. have on a ſtring of jewels, 
worth two thouſand golden deenars, ſhe 
entruſted it to the religious while ſhe 
bathed, who put it upon her ſujadeh, 
and began to ſay her prayers. Suddenly 


a magpie 


o A ſmall carpet for praying upon. 
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: magpie aligkted from the roof of che 
palace, fled away with the ſtring of 
jewels in its claws, without the pilgrim's 
obſervation, and aſcended to one of the 
turrets. 


When the queen came. from the 
bath, ſhe ſearched for the ſtring of jew- 
es, but not finding it, demanded it of 
the pilgrim ; who faid, They were 
« here this inſtant, and I have not 
moved from this place. Whether any 
e of your domeſtics may have taken 
them up or not, I cannot tell.“ The 
queen was enraged, and complained to 
the ſultaun; who commanded the pil- 
grim to be ſcourged till ſhe ſhould diſ- 
cover the jewels. She was beaten 
ſcyerely, but confeſſed nothing: upon 
wich ſhe was impriſoned, and remained 
a long time in durance ; till one day the 
ſultaun, fitting upon the terrace of the 
palace, beheld the magpie, with the ſtring 
of jewels twiſted round his claws, He 

com- 
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commanded the bird to be caught, re- 
leaſed the pilgrim, of whom he entreated 
pardon, kiſſed her hands, begged forgive- 
neſs of God for what he had done, and 
would have made atonement to her by. 
a valuable preſent, but ſhe would not 
accept it. She left the court; and hay- 
ing reſolved in her mind, for the re- 
mainder of her life, not to enter the 
houſe of any one, retired to the moun- 
tains till ſhe died. May God have 
mercy upon her! 


The concubine then began another 
ſtory, as follows, 


STORY 
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STORY 


OF 
PRINCE BHARAM AND PRINCESS RUMTA\, 


— — 


Tann was formerly a princeſs, 
than whom no one of her time was more 
kilful in horſemanſhip, and throwing 
the lance and javelin. Her name was 
Rumta, Many powerful princes de- 
manded her in marriage, but ſhe would 


not 


C 3 


not conſent, having reſolved to wed him 
only who might overcome her in the 
field of conteſt; ſaying, © Whoever 
c worſts me, I will be his; but ſhould 
c] prove victorious, he ſhall forfeit his 
© weapons and his horſe, and I will 
« ſtamp upon his forehead with an hot 
ce iron this inſcription, THE SLAVE or 
«© RUMTA.” 


Many princes attempted to gain her, 
but ſhe foiled them, ſeized their wea- 
pbns, and marked them as ſhe had 
ſignified. At length the prince of Perſia, 
named Bharam, hearing of her charms, 
reſolved to obtain her; for which pur- 
poſe he quitted his kingdom, and un- 
derwent many difficulties on his journey, 
until he reached the deſired city. He 
then entruſted his property to a reſpect- 
able inhabitant, and viſited the ſultaun ; 


to whom he preſented a valuable offer- 
ing. The ſultaun ſeated him reſpect- 
fully, and enquired his wiſhes ; when 


the 
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the prince anſwered, © I am come from 
«© a diſtant country, anxtouſly deſirous 
« of an alliance with thy daughter.“ 
The ſultaun exclaimed, ©* My ſon, I 
ee have no power over her, for ſhe has 
« reſolved not to wed, unleſs her ad- 
«© mirer ſhall vanquiſh her in combat.“ 
The prince replied, I accept the con- 
editions; upon which the ſultaun 


informed the princeſs, and ſhe accepted 
the challenge. 


On the appointed day, a numerous 
crowd filled the moidan, where the ſul- 
taun with his nobles appeared in great 
pomp. Rumta then advanced, arrayed 
in dazzling habiliments; and the prince 
came forth, elegant in perſon, and ſuperb- 
y accoutred. They immediately encoun- 
tered, the earth vibrated from the ſhock 
of their horſes, and violent was the charge 
of weapons on both ſides. The ſultaun 

viewed 


5 Space before the palace, for martial exer ciſes, a 
nd other ſports, 
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viewed with admiration the majeſtic de- 
meanour of the prince; and Rumt, 
perceiving his ſuperior valour and «- 
gility, dreaded being vanquiſhed. She 
artfully withdrew her veil, when her 
countenance appeared as the reſplendent 
moon ſuddenly emerging from a dark 
cloud. The prince was faſcinated by 
her beauty. His whole frame trembled. 
The princeſs, obſerving his confuſion, 
threw her javelin at his breaſt, and he 
fell from his horſe, when ſhe left him, 
and returned exulting to her palace. 


The prince, when recovered, toſe up 
much mortified at his diſcomfiture, and 
returned to the city, pondering upon the 
deceit ſhe had practiſed, and reſolved to 
try a ſtratagem upon her. After ſome 
days, he fixed to his face a long white 
beard, like that of a venerable old man, 
clothed himſelf in the dreſs of a devo- 
tee, and repaired to a garden, which be 
was informed the princeſs viſited eve!) 

month. 
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month. With the keeper of it he 


formed an intimacy, by making him pre- 
ſents, till he had drawn him over to his 
intereſt. He then pretended to under- 
ſtand the cultivation of a garden, and 
the management of plants ; upon which 
the keeper entruſted them to his care, 
and the prince watered them carefully, 
ſo that the ſhrubs became freſher, and 
the bloſſoms more beautiful, under his 
direction. 8 B 


At the uſual time, the feraſhes ? 
attended, ſpread carpets, and made pre- 
parations for the reception of the prin- 
ces. Bharam, on her approach, took 
ſome jewels, and ſcattered them in the 
walks, when the princeſs and her at- 
tendants, ſeeing an old man apparently 
trembling with age, ſtopped, and en- 
quired what he was doing with the 
jewels. He replied, «J would pur- 
M chaſe 


1 Domeſtics, who. have the charge of tents and 
all moveable furniture. 
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ce chaſe a wife with them, and would 
© have her from among you.“ Upon 
this, the ladies laughed heartily, and aid, 
«© When thou art married, how wilt 
© thou behave to thy wife?“ He re- 
plied, *I would juſt give her one kiſs, 
and diyorce her. The princeſs jeſt- 
ingly ſaid, © I will give thee (pointing 
* to one of her ladies) this girl for a 
de wife: upon which he advanced, 
kiſſed the damſel in a tremulous manner, 
and gave her the jewels; when the prin- 
ceſs and her women, after laughing at 
him for ſome time, quitted the garden. 


The like ſcene. paſſed for ſeveral 
days, the prince every time giving richer 
jewels to the lady he eſpouſed; till at 
length, the princeſs thought to herſelf, 
<< Every one of my maidens has obtained 
cc from this dotard, jewels richer than 
< in the poſſeſſion of moſt ſovereigns, 
« and I certainly am more worthy of 
« them than my attendants. He is 4 
ee decrepid 


1 


« decrepid wretch, and cannot injure 
« me.” She then went alone to the 
garden, where ſhe beheld the old man 
ſcattering jewels, which were invaluable, 
and faid, “ I am the ſultaun's daughter, 
« wilt thou accept me as a wife? Up- 
on this he advanced, and preſented her 
with ſuch a number of jewels that ſhe 
was delighted beyond meaſure, and be- 
came anxious that he ſhould give her one 
kiſs, and let her depart like the other 
ladies. The prince ſuddenly claſping her 
in his arms, exclaimed, << Doſt thou not 
«© know me? I am Bharam, ſon to the 
* ſultaun of Perſia, whom thou overcam- 
eſt only by ſtratagem, and I have now 
« vanquiſhed thee in the ſame manner. 
© On thy account I exiled myſelf from 
« my friends and country, but have 
* now obtained my defires.”” 


The princeſs remained filent, not 
deing able to utter a word from confu- 


on, She retired in anger to her palace, 
M2 7 but, 
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but, upon reflection, did not diſcloſe 
what had paſſed, through fear of diſgrace. 
She ſaid to herſelf, © If I have him put 
*« to death, what will it profit me? I 
ce can now do nothing wiſer than marry 
« him, and repair with him to his own 
« country.” Having thus reſolved, ſhe 
ſent a truſty meſſenger to inform him of 
her intentions, and appointed a night to 
meet him. At the time fixed upon, the 
prince was ready to receive her; they 
mounted their horſes under cover of the 
night, and by day-light had ſpeeded to a 
great diſtance. They did not ſlacken 
their expedition day and night, till be- 
yond the reach .of purſuit, and arrived 
at the capital of Perſia in ſafety. The 
prince then diſpatched rich preſents by 
an ambaſſador to the ſultaun her father, 
entreating that he would ſend an envoy 
to ratify the marriage of his daughter 
Rumta. The ſultaun complied ; upon 
which the cauzee and proper witneſſes 
attended. They were married amid the 

greateſt 
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greateſt rejoicings ; and the prince lived 
long with her in perfect felicity. 


« Such, ſaid the concubine, is the 
« artfulneſs of men.” When he had 
heard this ſtory, the ſultaun gave orders 
for the execution of his ſon. 


On the following day, the ſeventh 
vizier approached the ſultaun, and after 
the uſual obeiſance, ſaid, ©© Forbear, my 
lord, the execution of thy ſon, for 
thou haſt none but him, and mayeſt 
« not have another, when thou haſt put 
e him to death. Attend not to the 
e accuſations of concubines, for the 
* deceit of bad women is aſtoniſhing, as 
eis exemplified in the following nar- 
A 
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STORY 
OF THE YOUNG MERCHANT. 


—  — 


| 'T xz was a certain merchant, 
very rich, who had an only ſon, whom 
he loved exceedingly. One day, he faid 
to the young man, My ſon, whatever 
te thou defireſt of the pleaſures of life, 
ce point out, that I may gratify thee.” 
To this the youth replied, * I long for 
ce nothing ſo much as to viſit the city of 
« Bagdad, and ſee the palaces of the 
« caliph 


—̃K ü 4 „ 
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« caliph and the viziers, that I may 
« behold what ſo many merchants and 

« travellers have ſo rapturouſly deſcrib- 

« ed,” The merchant obſerved, © I 

« do not approve this excurſion, on ac- 

« count of the abſence it muſt occaſion 

« from me: upon which the young 4] 
man replied, «© My dear father, you 

« enquired my wiſh, and this is it, 

« which I cannot willingly give up.” 
When the father heard this, being un- 
willing to vex the mind of his ſon, he 
prepared for him an adventure of mer- 
chandiſe to the amount of thirty thou- 
ſand deenars, and recommended him to 
the care of ſome eminent merchants his 
particular friends. 


The youth was amply provided with 
requiſites for the journey, and, attended 
by many ſlaves and domeſtics, travelled 
unceaſingly, till he reached the celebrated 
capital of Iſlaam, where he hired an 
handſome houſe near the grand market. 

M 4 For 


[ 270 ] 


For ſeveral days he rode about the city, 
and beheld ſuch ſplendid ſcenes, that his 
mind was bewildered amidit the magnifi- 
cence of the buildings, the richneſs of the 
ſhops, and the ſpaciouſneſs of the mar- 
kets. He admired the dome-crowned 
palaces, their extenſive courts, and regu- 
lar arcades ;. the pavements of variouſly 
coloured marbles, the ceilings adorned 
with gold and azure, the doors ſtudded 


with nails of filver, and painted in fanci- 
ful devices. 


At length, he ſtopped at a manſion 
of the above deſcription, and enquired 
the rent of it by the month ; the neigh- 
bours told him that the monthly hire 
was ten dirrims. The young merchant 
Was aſtoniſhed, and exclaimed, © Are 
c ye ſpeaking truth, or do ye only jeer 
* mer - They replied, « We ſwear, 
« my lord, that we ſpeak the truth 
« exactly; but it is impoſſible to reſide 
in that houſe more than a week or 

wh fortnight, 
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« fortnight, without being in hazard of 
death; a circumſtance well known 
throughout Bagdad. The rent origi- 
« nally was twenty golden deenars 
« monthly, and 1s now reduced to ten 
« filver dirrims.“ 


The young man was now ſtill more 
furprized, and ſaid to himſelf, «© There 
e muſt be ſome reaſon for this, which 
« I wiſh to find out, and am reſolved to 
hire the houſe.” He did ſo; and 
caſting all fear from his mind, took poſ- 
{eon, brought his. goods, and reſided 
ſome time in it, employed in buſineſs and 
amuſement. At length, fitting one day 
at his gate, he beheld an old woman, 
(may God's vengeance reſt upon her!) 
who was a cunning go-between under a 
religious garb, When the old jade be- 
held the young man reclining upon a 
muſtub! ſpread with rich carpets, and 
that he had every appearance of affluence 

around 


A terrace or platform. 
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around him, ſhe bowed to him, and he 
returned her ſalute. She then gazed 
ſtedfaſtly at him; upon which he aid, 
* Doft thou want my ſervices, good 
« mother? doſt thou know me, or mil. 
ce take me for one whom I may reſem. 
ce ble?” She anſwered, © My lord and 
« my ſon, I know thee not; but when 
6 beheld thy beauty and manlineſs, 
te thought upon a circumſtance, which, 
« by God's blefling, I will relate.“ 
The young man replied, © God grant 
ce it may be a fortunate one! She ſaid, 
«© How long haft thou reſided in this 
* houſe?” Upon his telling her two 
whole months, ſhe exclaimed, „That is 
« wonderful, my ſon, for every one 
« who before inhabited it for more than 
«« a week or a fortnight, either died, or, 

66 being 


5 The ſalute in Aſia, from male and female, 1 
a gentle inclination of the body, at the ſame time 
touching the forehead with the right hand. For 
this double action we have no expreſſion, Tic 
Arabic one is Salaam, 
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« being taken dangerouſly ill, gave it up. 
« ] fancy thou haſt not opened the proſ- 
e pect room, or aſcended the terrace. 
When ſhe had thus ſpoken, ſhe went 
way and left the young merchant aſton- 
iſhed at her queſtions. Curioſity made 
him immediately examine cloſely all the 
upper apartments of the manſion ; when 
at length he found a ſecret door, almoſt 
covered over with cobwebs, which he 
viped away. He then opened the door, 
but heſitating to proceed, ſaid to himſelf, 
« This is wonderful! what, if I ſhould 
meet my death within !'” Relying, 
however, upon God, he entered, and 
found an apartment having windows on 
every fide, which overlooked the whole 
netghbourhood. He opened the ſhut- 
ters, and ſat down to amuſe himſelf with 
the proſpect. His eyes were ſpeedily 
areſted by a palace more elegant than 
the reſt, and while he ſurveyed it, a lady 
appeared upon the terrace, beautiful as 
the hoories ; her charms would have ra- 
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viſhed the heart, have changed the love 
of Mujjenou,* have torn the continence 
of Joſeph, overcome the patience of Joh, 
and have aſſwaged the ſorrow of Jacob: 
the chaſte and devout would have adored 
her, and the abſtinent and the pilgrim 


would have longed for her company. 


When the merchant's ſon beheld 
her, love took poſſeſſion of his heart. 
He funk down upon the carpet, and 
exclaimed, ©* Well may it be faid, that 
« whoever reſides in this manſion, wil 
« ſoon die, from hopeleſs love of thus 
ce beautiful damſel. He quitted the 
apartment, locked the door, and deſcend- 
ed the ſtaircaſe. The more he reflected, 
the more he was diſturbed, and both reſt 


and patience forſook him. Then he 
went 


t A lover celebrated for his conſtancy in an 
admired' Arabian Romance. 

u In the koraun, Jacob is ſaid to have be. 
come blind with weeping for the loſs of ba 
ſon Jaſeph, 
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went and ſat down at his gate, when lo! 


after a ſhort interval, the old woman ap- 


mumbling prayers. When ſhe came 
near, he ſaluted her, and ſaid, „I was 
« at eaſe and contented until I looked 
« out of the apartment you mentioned, 
« xt a young lady, whoſe beauty has 
« diſtracted me, and if thou canſt not 
« procure me her company, I ſhall die 


« for T will accompliſh thy deſires.” 
ity deenars, with many thanks for her 


* aſſiſt me to the purpoſe, and you may 
demand what you pleaſe.” 


The old woman replied, “ My ſon, 
go to the great market, enquire for 
the warehouſe of our lord Abou Fat- 
* teh, the ſon of Kedar, the great filk 
*merchant, whoſe wife this lady is. 


Approach 


peared devoutly counting her beads, and 


* with diſappointment.”” She replied, 
« My ſon, do not deſpair on her account, 


Then ſhe conſoled him, and he gave her 


kindneſs, ſaying, «© My dear mother, 
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ee Approach him with all civility, and 


« ſay that you want a rich veil, em- 
ce broidered with gold and filver, for 
cc your concubine. Return with it to 
% me, and your defires ſhall be ſpeedily 


ce gratified. He replied, © To hear, 
is to obey;” then, taking a purſe 
of gold, haſtened to the bazar of the 
principal merchants, and was ſoon di- 
rected to the perſon he enquired after, 
who was alſo broker of merchandiſe to 
the caliph Haroon al Raſheed. Heeafily 


found fuch a veil as he was directed to 


purchaſe, for which he paid an hundred | 


golden deenars, and returned home with 


it to the old woman. She then aſked 


for a live coal * which he gave her. 
With it ſhe burnt three holes in the veil, 


put it into her pocket, and took her 


leave. 


She then pofted to the young lady's 


Houſe, and knocked at the gate. Upon 
| the 


w Meaning lighted charcoal. 
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the lady's enquiring who was there? 
the old woman ſaid, © It is I, Am 
« Miriem;“ * upon which the mer- 
chant's wife, knowing her to be an 
humble acquaintance of her mother's, 
faid, © My dear aunt,” my mother is 
«© not here, but at her own houſe.” 
The old woman replied, © Daughter, 
the hour of prayer is advancing, and 
cannot reach home in time to per- 
© form my ablutions. I requeſt, there- 
* fore, that I may make them in your 


© water there.“ 
The 


The mother of Mary. In Arabia, the mo- 
tber is generally addreſſed in this way, as a mark 
af reſpect for having borne children, and the 
eldeſt gives the title. 

! Anſwering to our obſolete term of aunt, or 
naunt, by which old women of inferior degree 


were formerly addreſſed. Vide SHENSTONE'S 
" Schoolmiſtreſs.” 


| It is a religious point with the Mahumme- 
{ns to have pure water for their ablutions; and 
in 


* houſe, as I am ſecure of having pure 


" 
= - 
8 
; 
8 
$4 
7, 


2 * _ 
"Ix 


— =_ 
— 
——— 
. T 


b 
l; 
4 
1 
k 
> 


ſtrict obſervers of waſhings, &c. &c. 
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The door was now opened, and the 
hypocritical jade entered, counting her 
beads, and mumbling her prayers for the 
welfare of the young lady, her huſband, 
and her mother. She then took off her 
drawers,* girded her veſt round her wail} 
and a veſlel of water being brought, per- 
formed her ablutions ; after which ſh: 
ſaid, „ Shew me, my good daughter, 
ce pure ſpot free from pollution to pray 
« on.” The young lady replied, © You 
« may pray upon the carpet of my 
4 huſband.” 


The old woman now mumbled over 


her prayers, during which, unperceived 
"oo * | 7 1 


in their law books many chapters define how it 
may be defiled. Like the phariſees, they ar 


2 Tt is unlawful for the Mahummedans t 
pray in filk that touches the ſkin, For this the) 
have, to ſave trouble, 2 ſalvo, viz. a ſtuff call 
ed muſhrooeh, or legal, made of filk and cot 
mixed. If the upper garment only is of filk, 
it is of no injury to devotion, 
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by the merchant's wife, the ſuddenly 
ſlipped the veil under her huſband's 
cuſhion at the head of his carpet. Then 
ſhe roſe up from her devotions, thanked 
the young lady, warned her againſt meet- 
ing the eyes of licentious men, took 


leave, and departed. 


Soon after this, the merchant return- 
ed home, fat down upon his carpet to 
repoſe himſelf, and his wife brought him 
a collation, of which he eat. She then 
ſet before him water, and he waſhed his 
hands ; after which he turned to take a 
napkin from under his cuſhion to wipe 
them, when, lo! he beheld the veil 
which he had that day fold to the young 
merchant, and inſtantly became ſuſpicious 
of his wite's fidelity. For ſome time he 
vas unable to ſpeak. On reflection, he 
reſolved that his diſgrace ſhould not be- 
come public among his brother mer- 
chants, or reach the ears of the caliph, 
hoſe agent and broker he was, leſt he 

_ ſhould 
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ſhould be diſhonoured at court. He kept 
the diſcovery of the veil to himſelf ; but 
in a little time addreſſing his wife, de- 


fired that ſhe would go and viſit her 
mother. 


The lady, ſuppoſing from this that 
ſhe was indiſpoſed, put on her veil, and 


haſtened to the houſe of her mother; 


whom, however, ſhe found in good 
health, and that no ill had befallen her. 


The mother and daughter ſat down, and 


were talking of indifferent matters, when 
ſuddenly ſeveral porters entered the 
houſe loaded with the wife's effects, her 
marriage dower, and a writing of di- 
vorce. The old lady, i in alarm, exclaim- 

ed, © Knoweſt thou not, daughter, the 
« cauſe of thy huſband's diſpleaſure?” 


The wife replied, I can fafely ſwear, 
0 dear mother, that I know not of 
ee any fault of which I can have been 


« guilty, deſerving this treatment.” 
The mother wept bitterly for the di- 


grace 


Ein 


grace of her daughter, and the wife 


lamented her ſeparation from her huſ- 
hand, whom ſhe ardently loved. She 
continued to grieve night and day, her 
appetite failed her, and her beauty began 
to decay. | 


In this manner a month paſſed away. 

At the expiration of this time the old 
woman, Am Miriem, came to viſit the 
mother, and after many fawning careſſes 
fat down. When ſhe had told the com- 
mon news, ſhe ſaid, I heard, fiſter, 
that my lord Abou Futteh had di- 
* vorced your daughter his wife, on 
which account I have faſted ſome 
* days, and ſpent the nights in prayer, 
* in hopes that God may reſtore her 
condition. The mother replied, 
„May God grant us that bleſſing!“ 
The old woman then enquired after her 
daughter; when the mother ſaid, „She 
is grieving for the loſs of her huſ- 
band, her heart is breaking, ſhe feels 
N 2 c NO 
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the mother. If ſo, replied the old 


| ſaluted her, and kiſſed her between ti 
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cc no pleaſure in company, which is 
ce diſguſtful to her, and 1 fear that, 
*© ſhould her lamentations and forroy 
ce continue, they will occaſion her death,” 
The old woman then ſaid, Does thy 
« daughter wiſh to be reconciled to her 
e huſband ?”” „ Certainly,”” anſwered 


woman, let her abide with me for: 
« night or two. She will ſee proper 
« company, her heart will be refreſhed, 
« and ſociety will relieve her depreſſon 
« of mind.” The mother aſſented to 
the propriety of her obſervations, gained 
the conſent of her daughter, prevaikdi 
upon her to dreſs herſelf, and ſent her 
home with Am Miriem, who con- 
ducted her to the houſe of the mer 
chant's ſon. 


6 NR, 1 


The young man, when he ſau hi 
beloved, rejoiced as if he had gant 
poſſeſſion of the world. He ran to her 


eye 


[9 7 


eyes. The affrighted wife was over- 


come with ſhame and confuſtion; but he 
addreſſed her with ſuch tenderneſs, made 
ſuch ardent profeſſions, and repeated fo 
many elegant verſes, that at length her 
fears were diſpelled. She partook of a 
collation, and drank of various wines.“ 
She every now and then looked at the 
young man, who was beautiful as the full 
moon, and love for him at length faſci- 
nated her mind. She took up a lute, 
played and ſung in praiſe of his accom- 
pliſhments ; upon which the youth was 
in ecſtacies, and would have ſacrificed his 


lie and his property to her charms. 


They remained together in the ut- 
moſt happineſs till morning, when the 
old woman appeared; and kiſſing his 
hand, ſaid, „My children, how paſſed 
you the evening?“ The young lady 
. « In eaſe and happineſs, my 

N 3 11 dear 


d Wine, da forbidden by the koraur, is 
den privately drank by its followers, 
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“dear aunt, by virtue of your ſuppl. - 
ce cations and midnight prayers,” The 
matron roughly anſwered, * Thou muf 
* now accompany me to thy mother.” 


When the young merchant heard 
this, he was alarmed, but flattered the 
old woman, and giving her ten golden 
deenars, ſaid, I pray thee, let her 
c remain with me this day.“ She took 
the gold, and went to the mother of 
the young lady; to whom, after the 
uſual ſalutations, fhe ſaid, „ Siſter, thy 
«© daughter ſends her duty, informs 
ce thee that ſhe is hetter, and her grief is 
removed]; ſo that I hope you will not 
ce take her from me.“ 


The mother hearing this, replied, 

« As my daughter is happy, why ſhould 
« I deny thee, even ſhould ſhe remain 2 
« month, for I know that thou art 2 
ce pious and honeſt woman, and that 
ce thy dwelling is auſpicious,” The old 
woman 


t 


woman took leave, and the daughter 
-emained ſeven days at the houſe of the 
young merchant ; during which, on 
each morning Am Miriem appeared, 
ſaying, “ Return with me to thy mo- 
« ther; when the young man entreated 
for another day, and regularly gave her 
ten golden deenars. Having received 
them, ſhe viſited the mother, and gave 


her agreeable tidings of her daughter's 
health, | | 


On the eighth day, the mother ſaid 
to the old woman, © My heart is anxi- 
«* ous about my daughter, and truly her 
long abſence ſeems extraordinary.“ 
Upon which, Am Miriem, pretending 
to be affronted, replied, © Siſter, doſt 
thou caſt refle&tions upon me? She 
then repaired to the houſe of the young 
merchant, brought away the lady, con- 
ducted her to her mother, but did not 
enter the houſe, 


"of When 
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When the mother ſaw that her 
health and beauty were returned, ſhe 
was delighted, and faid, «© Truly, 
te daughter, my heart was anxious con- 
ce cerning thee, and I began to fſuſpet 
& Am Miriem, and treated her unkind- 
cc ly on account of thy long abſence.” 
The daughter replied, “ I was not with 
«© her, but in pleaſure and happinek, 
cc and repoſe and fafety. I have ob- 
c tained through her means health and 
« contentment ; ſo that I conjure thee, 
te my dear mother, to eaſe her mind, 
ce and be grateful for her kindneſs.” 
When the mother heard this, ſhe aroſe, 
went immediately to the houſe of the 
old lady, entreated her pardon, and 
thanked her for her kindneſs to her 
daughter. Am Miriem accepted her 
excuſes, and the mother returned home 
with a relieved mind. 


Next morning the wily Am Miriem 
viſited the young merchant, and faid, 
| | cc My 


3 
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« My fon, I wiſh you to repair the 
« miſchtef you have done, and to recon- 
« cile a wife to her huſband.” He 
replied, * How can that be effected? 
She ſaid, © Go to the warehouſe of my 
lord Abou Futteh, fon of Kedar, ſalute 
« him, and enter into converſation with 
te him till J ſhall appear before you. 
« When you fhall ſee me, ſtart up, lay 
e hold of me, abuſe me angrily, and 
« ſay, Where is the veil I gave thee to 
« darn, and which I bought of my lord 
« Abou Futteh, ſon of Kedar ? If he 
e aſks thee the cauſe of thy claim upon 


« me; reply, You may remember, I 


bought a veil of thee for an hundred 
« deenars, as a preſent to my concubine. 
* I gave it to her, and ſhe put it on, 
e but ſoon after, carrying a lamp, ſome 
* ſparks flew from the wick, and burnt 
* 1t in three places. This old woman 


was preſent, and ſaid, I will take it 


to the lace darner immediately; to 
« which 


3 


When the mother ſaw that her 
health and beauty were returned, ſhe 
was delighted, and faid, © Truly, 
ee daughter, my heart was anxious con- 
te cerning thee, and I began to fuſpet 
tc Am Miriem, and treated her unkind- 
cc ly on account of thy long abſence,” 
The daughter replied, “ I was not with 
«© her, but in pleaſure and happineſs, 
cc and repoſe and fafety. I have ob- 
ce tained through her means health and 
« contentment ; ſo that I conjure thee, 
te my dear mother, to eaſe her mind, 
ce and be grateful for her kindneſs.“ 
When the mother heard this, ſhe aroſe, 
went immediately to the houſe of the 
old lady, entreated her pardon, and 
thanked her for her kindneſs to her 
daughter. Am Miriem accepted her 
excuſes, and the mother returned home 
with a relieved mind. 


A 


Next morning the wily Am Miriem 


viſited the young merchant, and faid, 
| cc My 
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« My ſon, I wiſh you to repair the 
« miſchief you have done, and to recon- 
« cile a wife to her huſband.” He 
replied, * How can that be effected? 
She ſaid, ©* Go to the warehouſe of my 
ce [ord Abou Futteh, fon of Kedar, ſalute 
« him, and enter into converſation with 
te him till 1 ſhall appear before you. 
© When you fhall ſee me, ſtart up, lay 
* hold of me, abuſe me angrily, and 
« ſay, Where is the veil I gave thee to 
e darn, and which I bought of my lord 
« Abou Futteh, ſon of Kedar ? If he 
« aſks thee the caufe of thy claim upon 
me; reply, You may remember, I 
bought a veil of thee for an hundred 
“ deenars, as a preſent to my concubine. 
“ gave it to her, and ſhe put it on, 
e but ſoon after, carrying a lamp, ſome 
* ſparks flew from the wick, and burnt 
* 1t in three places. This old woman 
was preſent, and faid, I will take it 
to the lace darner immediately; to 

| « which 
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« which I conſented, but have never 
cc beheld her ſince till this inſtant.“ 


The young merchant aſſented to the 
advice of the old lady, went to the great 
market, and ſoon reached the warehouſe 
of my lord Abou Futteh, ſon of Kedar, 
to whom he made a profound obeiſ- 
ance. Abou Futteh returned it, but in 
a gloomy and ſulky manner. The young 
man, however, ſeated himſelf, and began 
to addreſs him on various ſubjects, when, 
lo! Am Miriem appeared, with a long 
roſary in her hands, the beads of which 
ſhe counted, and mumbled aloud the 
names of the attributes of the Deity. 

The young merchant now ſtarted 
up, ran to her, laid hold of her, and 


began to abuſe her ; when ſhe exclaim- 
ed, 


© The Mahummedans uſe roſaries, and as the) 
drop the beads through their fingers, repeat the 
attributes of the Deity, invocations of Mahum- 
mud, Ali, &c. 


WW. 


ed, © I am innocent, and thou art in- 
« nocent.” A crowd of paſſengers 
gathered round them, and Abou Fut- 
teh coming from his warehouſe, ſeized 
the youth, and ſaid, © What is the cauſe, 
« my lord, of this rude behaviour to 
« a poor old woman?” He replied, 
« You muſt recollect, fir, that I bought 
« of you a rich veil for an hundred 
e deenars: I gave it to my concubine, 
* who put it on, but ſoon after, taking 
e up a lamp, ſome ſparks blew from the 
« wick, and burnt the veil in three 
places. This curſed hypocriteſs was 
« preſent, and ſeeing the affliction of 
« my miſtreſs at the accident, ſaid, Da 
not grieve, I will carry it immediately 
© to the lace darner. Accordingly, ſhe 
took it, and I have not ſet eyes upon 
her ever ſince, till this inſtant, though 
more than a month has elapſed.” 


c 


cc 


Am Miriem aſſented to the veracity 
of this accuſation, and ſaid, My ſon, 
6 I honeſtly 
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© ] honeſtly intended to get the veil 
« mended ; but calling at ſome houſes 
ee in my way to the darner, I left it 
« behind me, but where I cannot re- 
« collect. I am, it is true, a poor wo- 
e man, but of pure reputation, have 
« nothing to make up the loſs of the 
« yell, and I cannot beg. Let the owner 
« then fancy that I have cheated him, 
e (ſaid I to myſelf) for that is better 
ce than that J ſhould occafion diſturb- 
« ance among families, by endeavouring 
« to recover the veil, This is the 
* whole matter; God knows the truth, 
te and God will releaſe from difficulty 
ee the true ſpeaker.” * 


When Abou Futteh heard theſe 
words, his countenance changed from 
ſorrowful to glad. He thought tenderly 
of his wife, and faid in his mind, 
« Truly I have treated her harſhly.” 


He then begged pardon of God for his 
jealouly, 


* Quotation from the koraun. 
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jealoufy, and bleſſed him for returning 
to him again his happineſs. 


He now aſked the old woman if che 
frequented his houſe ; upon which ſhe 
ſaid, „ Certainly; and the honſes of 
« your relations. I eat of your alms, 
« and pray to God that he may reward 
« you in this world and the next. 1 
te have enquired for the veil at all the 
* houſes I viſit, but could not find it at = 
© any.” The merchant then ſaid, «<< Did Ut 
* you enquire at my houſe?” She re- |; 


=S 2 
- — — — — 


plied, * My lord, I went yeſterday, but 
« found no one at home, when the 
e neighbours informed me, that my 
lord for ſome cauſe had divorced his 
'« wife.” 


* ſhall be properly repaired.” The old 


Woman 
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When Abou Futteh heard this, e (|| | 
turned to the young man, and ſaid, l | 
* Let the poor old woman go, for your 1 | 
© veil is with me, and I will take care it 1 
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woman now fell down before the mer. 
chant, kiſſed his hands, bleſſed God for 
the ſucceſs of her ſtratagem, and de. 
. parted, 


Abou Futteh now took out the veil 
in the preſence of the young man, gave 
it to a darner, and was convinced that he 
had treated his wife cruelly, which in- 
deed was the caſe, had ſhe not afterwards 
erred through the wicked temptations of 
'the curſed old woman. 


The merchant then ſent to his wife, 
requeſting her to return, and offered her 
what terms ſhe pleaſed ; upon which ſhe 
complied with his defire, and was recon- 
ciled ; but my lord Abou Futteh, ſon of 
Kedar, little knew what had befallen 
him from the arts of the curſed old 


Woman. - 


When the vizier had ended this 
narrative, he ſaid, „ Conſider, O ſul- 
« taun, 


1 
ce taun, the cunning of bad women, 
« their wiles, and artful contrivances.“ 


Upon this the ſultaun countermanded 
the execution of his ſon. 
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STORY 
OF THE SULTAUN, CONCUBINE, AND 
VIZIERS, CONCLUDED. 


—  —— — 


Ox the eighth morning, when 
the impediment was done away againſt 
his ſpeaking, the prince ſent to the 
viziers and his tutor, who had concealed 
himſelf, and called them to him. Upon 


their arrival, he thanked them for theit 
ſervices 


( 395 1 


ſervices to his father, and what they had 
one to prevent his death, ſaying, By 
« God's help, I will ſoon repay you.“ 


The viziers now repaired to the 
ſultaun, informed him of the cauſe of 
his ſon's obſtinate ſilence, and of the arts 
of the concubine. The ſultaun rejoiced 
exceedingly, and ordered a publick au- 
dience to be held. Then the viziers, 
the officers of ſtate, and the learned 
attended. The prince entered, keading 
his tutor, and kiſſing the ground before 
his father, prayed eloquently for his 
welfare, that of his viziers, and his 
tutor. The whole afſembly were aſton- 
hed at his fluency of ſpeech, his pro- 
priety of diction, and his accom- 
pliſhed demeanour. The ſultaun was 
enraptured, ran to him, kiſſed him 
between his eyes, and claſped him 
to his boſom. He did the fame to 
the tutor, and thanked him for his 
care of his fon. The tutor faid, © I 

0 « only 


111 


re only commanded him to be ſilent, 
« fearful for his life during theſe 


e ſeven days, marked in his horof- 


ce cope as unfortunate, but which have 
« ended happily.” Then the ſultaun 
faid, « Had I put him to death, in 
« whom would have been the crime; 
« myſelf, thee, or the concubine ?” 
Upon this the aſſembly began to diſ- 
pute, and differed much in their opinions, 


The prince obſerving this altercation, 
ſaid, „ I will folve your difficulty.“ 
The aſſembly with one voice exclaimed, 
Let us hear.” The prince replied, 
«« I have heard of a certain merchant, 
« to whom there came ſuddenly 2 
« viſitor ; upon which he ſent a female 
« domeſtic to buy lubbaun* in the 
«© market. As ſhe returned, carrying it 
c upon her head in an uncovered veſſel, 


te ſhe paſſed under a tree, upon which 


cc was a ſerpent, from whoſe mouth fell 


« {ome 


© A ſort of clouted cream. 
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« ſome drops of venom into the lub- 
« baun. Her maſter and his gueſt ate 
« of it, and both died. Whoſe, then, 
« was the fault, the girl's, who left the 
« yeſſel uncovered, or her mafter's, who 
« gave the lubbaun to his gueſt?” 
Some ſaid it was the maſter's, who did 
not examine the lubbaun firſt. The 
prince replied, © No one was in fault; 
their time was come, and their re- 
« fidence in this world at an end. Had 
% my death taken place, no one would 
have been guilty but my father's 


* concubme.”” 


When the aſſembly heard this, all 
were aſtoniſhed at the prince's eloquence 
and ready wit, and raiſed their voices in 
applauſe, ſay ing, O ſultaun, thy ſon is 
* moſt accompliſhed !'”” Then the ſul- 
taun commanded a ponderous ſtone to 
be tied to the feet of the artful concu- 
vine, and ſhe was caſt into the ſea. The 
'utor was rewarded, and inveſted with 
© 2 an 


4 


1 


an embroidered robe of great value. 
The ſultaun delighted in his ſon, and 
abdicating his throne, gave it up to the 
prince; who made all happy by his 
juſtice, and clemency. 


END OF THE FRAGMENT OF 


THE IOOI NIGHTS, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Anecdotes, excepting thoſe. 
of the BARMECIDES, were tranſlated from two 
Perſian Manuſcripts; one entitled T OFET AL 
MvJj altss, or ZEsT ro COMPANY: the other, 
UzzuLLEAUT UBBEED ZHAKAUNEE, or Rx- 
PARTEES OF UBBEED THE JESTER, Neither 
of them has any preface or introduction, from 
which could be obtained an account of the writers, 
Each book contains much more matter than 
was thought fit to give in engliſh, becauſe ſome 
of the anecdotes are too free, and the humour of 
the other lies in puns, the wit of which muſt 
be lot in tranſlation. | 


UBBEED was probably the droll of ſame 
fultaun, The Jeſter 5 the mimic, and the flory= 
04 | teller, 


= 


teller, are till retained in eaſtern courts ; where 
their repartees, antics, and tales, with the per. 
formances of the dancing-women, bbb alſo ſing, 
added to thoſe of the jugglers, rope=dancers, 


and puppet-players, at home, fupply the want 
of public theatrical amuſements. 


The anecdotes of the family of the BARME- 
CIDES, /o often mentioned in the Arabian Nights, 
were tranſlated from a work entitled HUBBEEB 
AL SEER, or BEAUTIES OF HISTORY, by AKH-« 


wunND MEER, called by european compiler 
KHONDEMIR, 


ORIENTAL ANECDOTES 
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ORIENTAL ANECDOTES. 


Ir is related, that during the 
reign of Noſhirwaun, an ancient em- 
peror of Perſia, a perſon ſold a piece of 
ground to another, who in ploughing it 
diſcovered a buried treaſure, which he 
inſtantly carried to the ſeller of the field; 
but he would not receive it, and ſaid, 

6] diſpoſed 
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«« I diſpoſed of my land to thee with all 
« its advantages; therefore, whatever 
« 1t may contain 1s thine.” The pur. 
chaſer contended, ſaying, © I on 
« bought the ſoil ; therefore, whatever 
e is under it muſt be thine.” 


After diſputing ſome time, they re- 
ferred the deciſion to the arbitration of 
the emperor; who thanked God that 
there exiſted in his reign perſons who 
were too virtuous to poſleſs themſelves 
of wealth, without being convinced of 
their juſt title to it. He then decided, 
that a marriage ſhould take place be- 
tween the ſon and daughter of the con- 
ſcientious diſputants, and the treaſure be 


given to the young couple. 


lt is further related, that the pur- 
chaſed field that year produced an un- 
common crop of wheat, the ears ſo large 


and full, as to be bought up as curioſt 
ties, 


1 27 J 
ties, and laid up in the cabinets of the 


rich. 
— — 


A ſpy complained to the ſultaun 
Izd ad Dowlah, of Perſia, that he 
had heard a perſon curſing his reign, as 
inauſpicious, and himſelf, as unjuſt and 
negligent; „ becauſe,” ſaid the man, 
e his officers and government are op- 
« preflive. I committed, when going 
* upon a journey, two pots full of gold 
to the charge of a cauzee, who now 
« denies my having entruſted them to 
«© him, and I have no evidence but my- 
« ſelf to prove it. The ſultaun, upon 
this, ſent for the complainant, gave him 
a ſum of money for his immediate ſup- 
port, and ordered him to repair, till ſent 
for, to a diſtant city, promiſing to effect 
the reſtoration of his treaſure. After 
his departure, the ſultaun ſent for the 
cauzee, whom he treated for ſome time 
vith much diſtinguiſhing confidence. 

At 
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At length, taking him one day into a 


private chamber, he ſaid, „ To a 
« perſon of your underſtanding and 
© penetration, it muſt be clear that my 
ce dignity reſts on an unſtable foun- 
© dation. I may die ſuddenly, while 
« my children are infants, or an enemy 
ce or rival may uſurp my kingdom. On 
« this account, I have amaſled a con- 
ce fiderable treaſure of money and jew- 
te els, which I mean to entruſt to your 
c care, that, in caſe of misfortunes to 
c myſelf, my family may not be left 
ce deſtitute. I know your tried integrity 
« andattachment to our houſe. Prepare, 
ce then, under your own dwelling, 2 
ce yault for the reception of the trea- 
« 


The cauzee, after praving for the 
long life and proſperity of the ſultaun, 
retired to execute his commiſſion, e 
ulting at the proſpe& of getting ſuch 
immenſe wealth into his power, and ſoon 


prepared 
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prepared the vault. When it was finiſh- 
ed, he informed the ſultaun, who fixed a 
day for carrying the treaſure ; then, 
having ſent for the man who had been 
cheated by the magiſtrate, he ſaid to him, 
« To-morrow, when I am fitting in 
public audience, enter thou, and aſk 
* the cauzee modeſtly for thy treaſure, 
and doubt not but he will deliver it.“ 
The man did ſo, and addreſſed the cau- 
zee, ſaying, I pray thee, O judge, to 
"return the truſt which I committed 
© unto thee, as I have occaſion for 
* money.” The cauzee thought with- 
in himſelf, -<© It is better to reſign 
* this trifling ſum readily, and by fo 
doing give the ſultaun, who is going 
to truſt me with immenſe riches, a 
proof of my integrity.” He there- 
wy replied, mildly, «© Worthy muſſul- 

* maun, I am rejoiced at thy return, 
* for which I have been long anxious. 
Thy money is ſafe, and ſhall be de- 
* livered up immediately.“ | 
The 


6 


The ſultaun and the whole court 
applauded the honeſty of the cauzee; 
who, highly pleaſed, took the man to his 
houſe, and delivered up his pots of gold, 
which he brought, and laid before the 
ſultaun as an offering, but he would not 

accept a ſingle deenar. The ſultaun then 
ſent for the cauzee, upbraided him for 
his baſe breach of truſt, degraded hin 

from office, and inflicted upon him an 
exemplary puniſhment. 


— _—— 


A foreign merchant, who had been 
long ſettled in the capital of Nofhir- 
waun, reſolved at length to retire wit! 

his wealth to his own country. Whit 
he was making preparations, a miniſter 
repreſented to the emperor, that if fo- 
reigners were allowed to carry great fums 
out of the kingdom, it would be hurtfi 
to trade, and enrich perhaps an enemy}. 
Noſhirwaun ſent for the merchant, an! 


informed him, that he.muſt only take 
away 
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away what he had brought into the 
country, with a certain portion of his 
profits: upon which he addreſſed the 
emperor, ſaying, What your majeſty 
te commands is juſt; give me only what 


e treaſure I have expended in your 


« country, and I will willingly ſurren- 

« der all my preſent wealth; but I fear 

* the former is not in your power 
to reſtore.” Noſhirwaun exclaimed, 

Vain old man ! what wealth couldſt 

thou have brought here, that I cannot 

return?” © My youth and ftrength, , 
© (returned the merchant) which I have 

© ſpent in acquiring my preſent fortune. 

© Give me back them, and be welcome 

to my treaſures.” -Noſhirwaun ftood 

reproved, and permitted him to retire 

unmoleſted to his own country. 


— — 


The tyrant Hijjauje one day in 
hunting was ſeparated from his attend- 
p ants, 


Governor of Irauk, under the caliph Abd al Malek. 
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ants, and meeting with an Arab, ad- 
dreſſed him, ſaying, . What ſort of x 
«« perſonage is your ſovereign?” Cruel, 
* treacherous, blood-thirſty, and adul. 
„ terous,”” replied the man. „ Doft 
e thou know me?” ſaid the tyrant. 


“ No,“ rejoined the Arab. © I am 
4 Hijjauje,”” anſwered he. Doſt thou 
knew me? ſaid the Arab. No,” 
was the reply. Know then,” faid the 
Arab, © that I am one of the landhold- 
ers of this deſart, and the members 
% of our family are by fatality afflicted 
*« with inſanity for three days every 
< year; to-day is one of them. The 
tyrant ſmiled, though hurt, and let the 
Arab . eſcape, notwithſtanding his free- 
dom. 


— 


Some friends in middle life enquired 
of Abou Ayoob, whoa was a favourite 
companion of the caliph Munſoor, why, 


when 


* This anecdote is given in the Univerſal Hiſtory: 
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when he came to court, he was always 
gloomy, thoughtful, and low-ſpirited, 
| notwithſtanding the confidence he en- 
joyed with the ſovereign ? He replied, 
« Your ſituation and mine call to my 
« recolle&ion the ſtory of the hawk and 
« the cock. I will tell it you. One 
« day, a trained hawk ſaid to a cock, 
« Thou art cheriſhed in the houſe of 
e man; he gives thee grain and water 
« with his own hand, and a rooſting 
place cloſe to his dwelling : what, 
then, can be the reaſon, that if he 
attempt to lay hold of thee, thou 
« ſcreameſt, and crieſt out? while I, 
though bred in the mountains, am 
* familiarized to man, catch game for 
him, and repoſe ſecurely upon his 
* hand, without noiſe or reſiſtance. 
The cock replied, Be filent, my friend, 
* Didft thou ever ſee a hawk killed, 
truſſed, and roaſted upon a ſpit, as has 
been the caſe with all my unfortunate 
family ?“ 


„ A perſon 
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A perſon was mulcted in a large 
ſum by ſome underſtrappers of the. ſtate, 
He complained to the- chief magiſtrate, 
who was indolent, and attended not to 
his petition. The man went to him re- 
peatedly. At length the magiſtrate was 
angry, and ſaid, How long wilt thou 
c make my head ache with thy com- 
ce plaints?” The man replied, My 
c lord, thou art our HEAD, where elſe 
te can I go?” The magiſtrate ſtood re- 
proved, and redreſſed his grievance. 

A petitioner: for juſtice wrote to 2 
certain ſultaun. At the top of his peti- 
tion were theſe words, „May the king 
te live a thouſand years! The ſultaun, 
on ſeeing them, returned the petition, 
with*this remark on the back, „Good 
« men-write not what is impoſſible in 


ce their wiſhes, As your petition begins 
- + 2600 ce with 
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« with improbability, the reſt of it muſt 
« be unreaſonable.” The petitioner re- 
plied, © I did not mean the ſhort period 
« of this life, but that of your ſurviving 
« fame from good actions. The ſul- 
taun complied with the petition, 


Huſham Bermukki being angered 
by a ſervant, commanded him to quit 
his preſence. ' The man remained, and 
made excuſes for his fault. Doſt thou 
« ftill argue?” ſaid Huſham, < be gone, 
or I will puniſh thee.” The domeſtic 
replied, «« My lord, the Almighty hath 
© told. us, that ſinful as We are, we ſhall 
be allowed time to juſtify ourſelves, 
if we can, in the day of judgment.“ 
The anger of Huſham cooled, and he let 
the man go free, 


— — 


A courtier ſaid to Alexander, A 
certain perſon is in love with thy 
P 3 « daugh- 
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« daughter. What muſt I do with 


« him?” ſaid the conqueror. Put 
*« him to death, replied the couttier, 
« If I put to death (anſwered Alexan- 
ce der) all thoſe who love my family, as 
c well as my enemies, the world will be 
ce depopulated.”” 


————_FF_— 


It is related, that three hundred caps 
tives were brought before a conqueror, 
who ordered them to be put to death, 
A youth among them exclaimed, © Let 
« us not, O ſultaun, die thirſty.” * Ile 

| commanded 


* To underſtand this, and the following 
anecdote, it is neceſſary to know, that in the 
uncorrupted times of the drientals, a drop cf 
water, or any office of hoſpitality, ſhewn to 1 
enemy, was a fignal of forgiveneſs. In hiſtory, 
we meet with frequent inſtances of the molt 
revengeſul being ſurprized into clemency by ſuch 
ſtratagems as this anecdote relates. Poſſibly the 
priſoners were ſometimes inſtrutted by the princes 
to practiſe it, in order to ſave the eFaſion af 
blood, 


1 


commanded them water, and they all 
drank; when the youth exclaimed, © © 
« king, we are thy gueſts, and we know 
« that thou reſpecteſt the rights of hoſ- 
« pitality.” The king releaſed them 


immediately. 


— — 


An infidel prince was brought cap- 
tive before the caliph Haroon al Raſheed, 
who invited him to embrace the faith of 
Mahummud, which he refuſed ; upon 
which he commanded him to be put to 
death. © Let me not die thirſty,” 
{ad the prince. The caliph ordered him 
a cup of cool water. Let the execu- 
© tioner (ſaid the prince) put up his 
© ſword till I have drank it.” The 
caliph did ſo. The prince drank a little, 
and poured the reſt upon the ground; 
after which he exclaimed, Now, O 
« caliph, put me to death.” The caliph 
dared not to fin againſt the rights of 
hoſpitality, yet wiſhed to puniſh a dan- 

P 4 gerous 


— oP Nearly the ſame language as Nadir Shaw's 


BW. 1a 


gerous foe, He conſulted a caſuiſt 
who adviſed him to keep the prince in 


ſolitary impriſonment for the remainder 


of his life. The prince, on hearing this 
ſentence, immediately became a muſlul. 
maun. | 


—— — 


A credible hiſtorian relates, that 
during the general maſſacre at Dhely, 


by order of Nadir Shaw, an enthufiaftic 


devotee addreſſed the tyrant, faying, 
« Art thou a God? let us know, that 
«« we may obey thee. Art thou a pro- 
te phet? tell us thy commands, that we 
© may ſubmit to them, and embrace 
ce thy religion. If thou art neither, why 
te doſt thou unreaſonably torment man- 
ce kind?” ] am neither,” ſaid Nadir; 
« but J am the inſtrument of his ven- 


« geance, commiſſioned to puniſh the 
cc wicked.“ | Having ſaid this, the 


tyrant 


wal 
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tyrant ordered the unhappy devotee to 
be put to death. 


— 


An inveterate rebel was brought 
captive to Alexander, who ſpared his 
life. A courtier, after deſcanting upon 
the heinouſneſs of his offences, ſaid, 
c Had I been thee, I would have put 
e him to death.“ Alexander replied, 
«I am not thee, therefore I have 
* ſpared him.” 


— ——_— 


When the prince Azeem al Shawn, 
grandſon of Aurungzebe, was governor 
of Bengal, he took it into his head to 
trade, and named his merchandizing The 
Royal Traffic. This ſoon became a de- 

| | ſtructive 


was given in the proclamation of the French to 
the people of Naples, after the defeat of the 
king and general Mack, with this difference, in- 
ſtead of the „ crimes of the wicked,” as above, 
was ſubſtituted the “ crimes of kings.“ 


Le }] 


ſtructive monopoly, and the merchants 
complained to the emperor. Aurung- 
zebe wrote the following ſhort note to 
the prince. “ I underſtand that you 
te prefer commerce to command, and 
« have named general oppreſſion The 
«© Royal Trafic. Perſonages in out 
„ high ſtation ſhould neither buy or 
<< ſell. Leave ſuch occupations to the 
te ſubje&.” The prince was alarmed, 
and diſcontinued his traffic. 


— — 


A certain ſultaun received a com- 
plaint againſt one of his diſtant gover- 
nors. He pave the petitioner an edict 
of redreſs ; to which the governor paid 
no attention, but, on the contrary, er- 
dered the eomplainant to be whipped for 
his preſumption in appealing to court. 
The man repaired again to the ſultaun, 
who ordered his ſecretary to give him 
another edict, reprehending the gover- 
nor for his diſobedience, and inſiſting 0! 

redreſs. 
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redreſs, The ſecretary took out a larger 
piece of paper than before, and began to 
write, © For God's fake (ſaid the peti- 
« tioner) make your letter ſhorter than 
« the laſt, or I ſhall receive a ſeverer 
« flogging.”” At this tepartee the ſul- 
taun ſmiled, The petitioner exclaimed, 
« Prince, thou art not worthy of thy 
* dignity, while thou permitteſt diſo- 
e bedience to thy juſt commands.” 
The ſultaun was abaſhed, and inſtantly 
marched to the province. Finding the 
complaint juſt, he commanded melted 
lead to be poured down the throat of the 
oppreſſive governor, 


—— 


Alexander onee requeſted of Ariſtotle 
advice on the beſt means of ſecuring his 
authority. The ſage replied, A mo- 
* narch muſt depend on his army, 
* Which can only be ſupported by a full 
* treaſury, and that can only be kept ſo 
by the wealth of the ſukject. If the 

military 


FE aa 
t military are not in eaſy circumſtances, 
ce the authority of the prince muſt be 
cc weakened. To ſupport a well-dif. 
te ciplined force, money muſt be levied, 
ec which can only be done properly by 
ce attention to the proſperity. of the ſub- 
te jet. Every munificent action of the 
ce ſovereign ſtrengthens his power, as it 
<< enriches his people, and PET his 
9 


. VERSE. ns 
The ſovereign who wiſheth for a full 
treaſury, muſt watch ſtriftly the arts of ili 
oppreſſroe. 


| That land which produceth naturally 
fikver and gold, through the extortion of 
one feaſon, will not for years yield even 4 
blage of graſs. 


It is related, that an oppreſſive 


prince, under whoſe tyranny his ſubject 
Ix had 
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had long groaned, ſuddenly altered his 
conduct, and became juſt and beneficent. 
A favourite, who had the liberty of ſay- 
ing what he pleaſed, one day enquired 
the cauſe of this alteration in his conduct. 
The prince replied, © I was one day 
e hunting, when I beheld a dog gnaw- 
« ing. ſavagely at the leg ofa fox. An 
« attendant threw a ſtone at the fox; 
but it miſſed him, and broke the leg 
of the dog. At that inſtant a horſe 
« kicked the attendant, and maimed 
him; when immediately the horſe's 
e foot ſunk into a hole, and he was 
* lamed. The fight of ſuch retribu- 
tion of injuries awakened me from the 
'© ſlumber of heedleſſneſs, and I became 
* ſenſible, that tyranny could not long 
* be borne in the world; that every 
foot muſt riſe againſt it, and every 
arm be uplifted to drive it from the 
cc earth.“ 


The 
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The tyrant Hijjauje once faid to a 
worthy dirveſhe, © It has been remark- 
te ed by you religious, that the oppreſſor 
* cannot long proſper, and that the dy. 
« naſty of a tyrant's family is of ſhort 
© continuance on a throne ; but I be- 
te lieve ſuch maxims have no foundation 
6 in truth, becauſe I have long reigned 
<« ſeverely, and yet no misfortune has 
© attacked me. The dirveſhe replied, 
e Pharaoh paſſed five centuries in acts 
© of cruelty and ſelf-gratification, but 
* was at length drowned with his mini- 
ce ons, in the flood of calamity, and his 
e proud city of Miſſer overwhelmed. ” * 


— 


A traveller complained to one of the 


antient Perſian kings of his having been 


robbed in his dominions, and gave in the 


amount of his loſs. The monarch Or- 


dered him an apartment in the palace, 
and 


k According to Mahummud, who altered the 
ſcriptural account, 
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and to be ſupplied with proviſions from 
the royal houſehold. At the expiration 
of forty days, the complainant found all 
that he had loſt in the area of his apart- 
ment, alſo a bloody hand, in which was a 
paper parcel infolding forty pieces of 
gold. On the paper was written, © The 
© robher has been puniſhed. This gold 
« is the intereſt of thy capital for forty 
« days., Depart, and excuſe the inter- 
« ruption received in my dominions, 
„but ſpeak not ill of me when thou 
« reacheſt thine own country.“ 


— — 


A plaintiff and defendant appealed 
to Alexander the Great. My friends, 
* (faid he) which ever way I decide, I 
* know one of you will be diſpleaſed 
with me. It will be better, then, that 
you conſult God and your own con- 
* ſciences, and da what is right. 


VERSE. 
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VERSE. 


When two diſputants can reconcile them- 

ſelves, there is no occaſion for a judge, 
 Haſhim, ſon of the caliph Abd al 
Malek, coming out of his palace, met a 
one-eyed perſon, whom he commanded 
to be ſeized and impriſoned. . © What 
ce is my fault ?” ſaid the unhappy wretch. 
© Thou art one-eyed,” exclaimed the 
tyrant, © and meeting a one-eyed per- 
ce ſon is ominous of ill luck. Gra- 
ce cious heaven! (rejoined the man) if 
ce the having only one eye is unlucky, it 
ce can be only ſo to himſelf; but meet - 
c ing a tyrant is an omen of ill to 
others. Perceiveſt thou not, that thy 
«© meeting me has done thee no harm, 
ce while my meeting thee hath involved 
& me in misfortune ?”” Haſhim was 
| con- 


1 The Aſiaties are at preſent as ſuperſtitious 
as the antients, 
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confounded, and releaſed the unfortu- 


nate. ; 


— — 


A tyrant gave orders for the puniſh- 
ment of an innocent man, who exclaim- 
ed, «© Prince, I have a claim upon thee.” 
« What is it?“ ſaid he. My father, 
« (replied the oppreſſed) was thy near 
te neighbour in Buſſorah. ' «© What 
e was his name?“ rejoined the tyrant. 
% Alas! (anfwered the man) ſuch is my 
« dread of thee, that I have forgotten 
© my own name; how then can I recol- 
ect that of my father? The tyrant 
ſmiled, and releaſed him. 


—————_—_—_—— / 


A perſon was found in the ſtreets 
carrying an empty wine jar. The officer 
of police commanded him to receive the 
number of ftripes ſettled by the law to 
be inflicted on a drunkard. What is 
my fault?“ ſaid the man. Thou 
Q « haſt 
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haſt with thee, (replied the officer) the 


c 


* 


ce inſtrument of intoxication. © True, 


A 


c 


(rejoined the culprit) and I have like- 
« wiſe about me the inſtrument of adul- 
cc. tery ; inflict upon me alſo the puniſh- 
« ment for that crime.” The officer 


laughed, and let the man go. 


—— — —_—— 


HFijjauje had given orders to put a 
certain perſon to death. The man ab- 
ſconded, but after ſome time came and 
preſented himſelf to the tyrant; who 
being aſtoniſhed, aſked him the cauſe of 
his boldneſs. He replied, I am tor- 


«© mented day and night with the fancy 


ce that the executioner is ſeizing upon 


«« me, ſo that life is a burden, and there- 
ce fore am come that thou mayeſt kill 
cc and rid me at once of my alarms.” 
The tyrant was ſtruck with admiration, 


pardoned the man, and preſented him 


with a thouſand pieces of gold. 


It 


fo 
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It is ſaid, that in a buried treaſure of 
the ancient kings of Perſia was found a 
vaſe, on which the following lines were 
inlaid in letters of gold: He who has 
« no wealth, has no credit. He who 
« has not an obedient wife, has no re- 
* poſe. He who has no offspring, has 
* no ſtrength. He who has no kindred, 
* has no ſupporters: and he who has 


none of the above, lives free from 
cc care,?? 


4 
— 


A ſovereign much addicted to wo- 
men, was remonſtrated with by his 
vier, upon which the favourite concu- 
bine, a woman of wit, reſolved to be 
reyenged on the miniſter's impertinence. 
dhe prevailed on the ſultaun to beſtow 
her upon him, promiſing to make him 
repent his formal advice, and ſhew his 
majeſty that the miniſter was no more 

22 proof 
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proof againſt the temptations of love 
than himſelf. The ſultaun complied 
with the humour of his miſtreſs; who 
was carried to the houſe of the miniſter, 
The vizier was faſcinated by the charms 
of the lady, who coquetted, and praiſed 
all the airs of an expetienced couttezan, 
making him ſubmit to a thouſand ridicu- 
lous whims, which ſuch creatures of art 
know well how to play off, At length, 
ſhe inſiſted that he ſhould, as the price 
of her favour, conſent to be ſaddled and 
bridled, and, crawling upon all fours, 
carry her round the courts of his palace 
upon his back. The vizier conſented, 
when lo! during the act of his humilia- 
tion, in burſt the ſultaun ; who had been 
informed by the lady of what ſhe intend- 
ed. After laughing heartily, he up- 
braided his miniſter with reproaching 
him for ſubmiſſion ' to love, when be 
himſelf was not proof aginſt it. With 
much preſence of mind, the vizier ob- 


d. < I only complied, that ſuch 5 
cc artfu 


1 


« artful baggage might not make my 
« ſovereign ridiculous among his peo- 
« ple.” The ſultaun ſmiled, but ſaw 
his danger, and the artful courtezan was 
baniſhed ; while both ſovereign and vi- 
zier congratulated: themſelves on their 


lucky eſcape from faſcination. 


A reſpectable perſonage has related, 
that when Nadir Shaw had conquered I] 
Hindooſtan, and poſſeſſed - himſelf of [1 


Dhely, the unfortunate emperor Ma- | 
hummud Shaw was confined to his haram | | ; 
in the citadel. While he and the nobles 11 


were anxiouſly waiting the decifion of 
the conqueror reſpecting them, Nadir 
ſuddenly commanded them to his pre- "TI 
ſence; and ſeating Mahummud on the 
throne with himſelf, thus addreſſed Kum- 
mir ad Dien, the vizier of Hindooſtan, 
* I have heard much of the muſical per- 
© formers of this country; let ſome be 
* admitted.” Noor Bhay, the moſt 

TY celebrated 
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celebrated of her day for finging and 
dancing, was ſent for.” She perceived 
that Nadir looked joyous, and' full of 
ſpirits; while Mahummud Shaw was 
dejected, and low. She ſang, with 
exquiſite feeling, the following 


VERSE. 


At the ſorrows or joys of this world, 
be neither depreſſed, or elated, 
For each alternately prevail. 


Mahummud was ſo affected, that he 
burſt into tears ; at fight of which the 
whole court ſighed, and Nadir held 
down his head, involved in thought, for 
a conſiderable time. After an awful 
| Pauſe, he recovered himſelf, and having 
ordered a lack of rupees to be given to 

» Numberleſs are the anecdotes of this lady's 


muſica) powers, faſcination, prodigality, and ſtrange 
mixture of virtues and vices. 
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Noor Bhay, took off his koolah," and 
preſenting it to Mahummud, ſaid, “ Will 
« jt be accepted? Mahummud, pull- 
ing off his turban, replied, © On con- 
« dition that you take this in ex- 
change.. Nadir placed the turban 
upon his own head, and ſaid, May 
« the empire of Hindooſtan be as for- 
«© merly auſpicious to my brother !'*? A 
general burſt of acclamation filled the 
aſſembly, and aſcended to the heavens. 


— — 


One of the Grecian emperors had 
tro dangerous neighbouring enemies, 
| Sg =; 11 


" A cap worn by the Perſians, It is cut into 
paints, like a Vandyke ruff turned upwards, 
and was invented by ſhekh Seffi, the anceſtor of 
the laſt race of Perſian emperors. | 

* Among the orientals, the exchange of head- 
dreſſes ſignifies the adoption of the parties as 
brothers, | 

? It was ſo, for Mahummud Shaw reigned 
many years afterwards reſpectably, and died in 
Peace, Nadir was aſſaſſinated by the Perſians. 
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who onee happened to make war upon 
each other, when a miniſter adviſed the 
emperor to take the opportunity of in- 
vading their territories, and humbling 
their power. The Cæſar replied, © The 
* ſpeculation you have indulged is 
* wrong ; for ſhould they hear of ſuch 
tc intention, they would form an at- 
liance, and march . againſt me; but 1 
ce will ſhew you an emblem of our re- 
ce. ſpective ſituations.. He then com- 
manded two fierce dogs to be brought, 
and made the keepers ſet them to fight. 
While they were worrying each other, 
an antelope was let looſe: before them; 
when, lo! the dogs. deſiſted from con- 
teſt, and both purſued the tempting 
game. The miniſter acknowledged the 
juſtice of this reaſoning. 


A 


cc 


A” miniſter, who had long ſerved 
Alexander with the utmoſt diligence and 
flattering aſſiduity, was unexpectedly -# 
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miſſed by the conqueror ; who, upon his 
aſking what fault he had committed, (for 
he was not conſcious of any) ſaid, « No 
« man is free from error ; and if, during 
« the time thou haſt ſerved me, thou 
« haſt diſcovered none in myſelf, thou 
« art a ſimpleton. 


The celebrated phyſician Bezerche- 
mere uſed every morning to awaken 
Noſhirwaun, and deſcant much on the 
benefits of early rifing. As he was once 
going to court, agreeably to cuſtom, be- 
fore day-light, a thief robbed him of his 
turban. The emperor enquired the 
reaſon of his being bareheaded, and being 
informed, - jeeringly ſaid, Didſt not 
* thou tell me, that the benefits of early 
* riſing were numerous? See what has 
happened to thyſelf from being up fo 
* ſoon.” © The thief (replied the 
* Phyſician) was up before me, and 

| « therefore 
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ce therefore enjoyed the advantage of 
cc my doctrine.“ 


—— 


A certain prime vizier begged leave to 
reſign his office, which was allowed ; and 
he retired to a life of devotion. Some 
time afterwards, the ſultaun meeting 
him, ſaid, What ſaweſt thou in me, 
«« that thou quittedſt my ſervice? 
There were five reaſons, (replied the 
« old miniſter) : firſt, while in thy pre- 
* ſence, I was obliged to ſtand, while 
< thou wert ſitting, and was never once, 
during ſo many years, permitted to 
cc fit; but now I ſerve a lord, who in 
cc every four proſtrations allows me to 
« fit twice. Secondly, you ate, while 
I was obliged to look on, and never 
© aſked to partake; but now I ſerve 2 


« maſter, who eateth not himſelf, but 
ce feedeth 


< 


AN 


In the nummauz, or prayers, the Mahum- 
medans fit on their hams for an inſtant after 
the loweſt proſtration. 


11 


« feedeth others. Thirdly, thou ſlepſt, 
« while I was obliged to be wakeful and 
« watch; but now I ſerve one, who 
« oiveth reſt to others, but neither 
« fleepeth nor flumbereth himſelf. 
« Fourthly, I lived in conſtant dread 
« that, ſhould I commit an error, thou 
« mighteſt put me to death; but now 
« I ſerve a gracious maſter, who, tho?” 
« he daily ſees my faults, is merciful, 
* and pardoneth them. Fifthly, I was 
« apprehenſive thou mighteſt die dur- 
« ing my adminiſtration, and I be called 
eto account by thy ſucceſſor ; but now 


I ſerve a ſovereign who can never ſee 
ec death,” 


— 


THREE SPECIMENS OF MAHUMMEDAN 
CASUISTRY, EQUAL TO THAT OF 
THE MORE POLISHED JESUIT. 


A favourite of the caliph Haroon al 
Raſheed, was ſitting on a clear moon- 
light 
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light night with his wife, and in 2 
rhapſody of delight exclaimed, Wetrt 
ce thou not more beautiful than the 
ce moon of fourteen days, I would di- 
« yorce thee.” Reflecting afterwards 
upon what he had uttered, his conſcience 
told him the divorce was binding, as he 
had compared a frail mortal with one of 
the brighteſt works of God. . He became 
forrowtul ; upon which the wife retired 
to her apartment, The favourite be- 
came difconſolate for the loſs of his 
beloved, and conſulted the moſt eminent 
civilians of Bagdad upon his caſe, who 
one and all agreed that the divorce was 
final ; which drove him to deſperation, 
and he vowed to deſtroy himſelf, unleſs 
the divorce could be ſet aſide conform- 
ably to the koraun. The caliph, alarm- 
ed at the fituation of his favourite, 
conſulted the chief expounders of the 
law; who unanimouſly declared for the 
abſoluteneſs of divorce, and that the 
lady could not, legally cohabit with the 


favourite, 
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favourite, without being firſt married 
and divorced by a ſecond huſband. © 
Haroon was diſtreſſed what to do, when 
Mahummud Bin Shereen, a young law- 
yer, hearing of the caſe, declared, © that 
« no divorce had taken place, and that 
« there was no neceſſity for a new mar- 
« riage.” He was ſent for by the ca- 
liph, to whom he delivered this welcome 
opinion ; but the grave doctors enquired 
of him, ſaying, Sayeſt thou thus to 
e pleaſe the ſovereign ? where is thy 
te authority? Mahummud replied, 
© In the ſacred koraun, wherein it is 
written, Verily, we have created man 
cc the moſt beautiful of our works. 
« Since, then, God hath ſaid ſo, what 
© ſupetiority can the moon, even at the 

| 3 77 « full 
0 Such b thi command in the koraun, when 
the huſband has made the grand divorce, by 
repeating three times, „I divorce thee.” If 
pronounced only once or twice, the divorce 
may be ſet afide, and the parties come together 


again aſter a certain period of ſeparation, by 
agreement, without a new marriage. 
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c full, have over an elegant woman?“ 
The learned were aſtoniſhed at the acute- 
neſs of his penetration, and aſſented to 
the juſtneſs of his opinion. Haroon 
preſented him with a robe and a thou- 
ſand pieces of gold, and the now happy 


favourite rewarded him alſo with a large 


ſum. 


— — 


Haroon was captivated by the beau- 
ty of a ſlave belonging to his brother 
Ibrahim, and offered to purchaſe her 
for thirty thouſand pieces of gold, but 
Ibrahim had taken a vow that he would 
neither ſell or give her away. Dread- 
ing, however, the anger of Haroon, he 
repented his raſnneſs, and conſulted the 
celebrated caſuiſt Abou Euſuff, who 
ſaid, ©© Give one half, and ſell the other 
© of her.” Ibrahim did ſo; and Ha- 
roon preſented him with thirty thouſand 
deenars, the whole of which he gave to 
Euſuff, as a reward for extricating him 

from 
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om ſuch a dilemma, Haroon was im- 
patient for enjoyment, but the ſlave was 
coy; upon which, being enraged, he 
ſwore to part with her; but his reſent- 
ment cooling, he repented of his oath. 
Euſuff was now again conſulted, who 
adviſed the-caliph to give her in mar- 
rage to a ſlave, who ſhould divorce her 
immediately, when ſhe might legally 
return to Haroon. The commander of 
the faithful followed this advice, but the 
lave, faſcinated by the charms of the 
lady, refuſed to put her away. Euſuff 
ws applied to, who faid, * Give the 
* huſband as a ſlave to the den which 

* will ſet aſide the marriage. Haroon 
ad fo, and rewarded the caſuiſt with ten 
trouſand deenars. The ſlave being no 
longer coy, the caliph preſented her with 
an hundred thouſand deenars, a tenth of 
which ſum ſhe gave to the learned Abou 
Euſuff, thus benefited in one night by 
lis deciſions, to the amount of fifty 
"ouſand pieces of gold. 


Zobiede 
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ts 


Zobiede one evening looking thro 

a window, diſcovered Haroon taking 
liberties with one of her ſlaves in the 
court below, upon which ſhe retired in 
a violent paſſion, and locked the door of 
her apartments. The caliph, ſuddenly 
ſtricken by a ſenſe of the evil he was 
about to commit, in unlawfully taking 
liberties with a flave the property of 
another, defiſted from his attempts, 
and would have entered the apartments 
of Zobiede; but ſhe would not admit 
him, and angrily exclaimed, * Be gone, 
« thou devoted to hell fire: upon 
which he replied in a rage, If I am ſo, 
| cc divorce 


* By the law of the koraun, a muſſulmaun 
may have as many concubines as he can main- 
tain ; but he muſt not, without their leave, ad- 
dreſs the haudmaidens of his wives, Whether 
ſlaves or free, or thoſe of any other perſon. 

t The ladies of Aſia, from the higheſt to tle 
loweſt, call a ſpade a ſpade, without thinking 
being thought to offend againſt delicacy. 
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e divorce thee, thrice I divorce thee ;”” 


and departed. When the paſſion of 


each had ſubſided, Zobiede wept, and 
Haroon was involved in thought how 


to be reconciled without the penalty of 


divorce, He ſummoned all the civilians 
of Bagdad, and laid the caſe before them, 
but no one ventured to give an opinion, 
Abou Euſuff, then unknown as a lawyer, 
was preſent among the domeſtics of the 
learned in an antichamber,“ and ſaid, 
« Had IT been conſulted; I could have 
* ſolved this queſtion.” This obſerva- 
tion was conveyed to Haroon, who ſent 
to conſult him. Abou Euſuff ſaid, © I 
* have an opinion ready, but at preſent 
* I ſtand in the place allotted for clients 
«and not for judges.” The caliph 
commanded him to be ſeated on the 

R ſud- 


Literally ſuff naal, or ſpace where the ſlip- 
pers of thoſe admitted to the divan, or raiſed 


(cats, are left, and where domeſtics and petition- 
ers ſtand. 
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ſuddir,” and enquired his decifion on the 
caſe. Abou Euſuff faid, « Didft thou 
« ever, O caliph, on the point of com- 

« mitting a crime, refrain from it thro' 
the fear of God operating upon thy 
« mind?” Haroon replied,” © Yes;”. 
and related the affair of the ſlave. If 
6c ſo, (rejoined Abou Euſuff) no divorce, 
C O commander of the faithful, has 
ce been declared, nor is a freſh marriage 
* required.” The learned all together 

exclaimed, © From what authority ſayeſt 
e thou thus? and how knoweſt thou 
te that the caliph is among the bleſſed ?” 
He anſwered, © God: himſelf has de- 
& clared in the koraun, He who in 2 
ce doubtful caſe hath feared God, and 
c refrained from indulging a ſinful in- 
ec clination, ſhall be rewarded with a 
ce place in paradiſe. The caliph was 
ſatisfied, and the, learned applauded. 
| | Then 


A 


The part of a divan allotted to the moſt 
reſpectable viſitants. 
* Quotation from the koraun. 
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Then Haroon commanded the eloquent 
mouth of Abou Euſuff to be filled three 
times with valuable pearls, appointed 
him chief cauzee of Bagdad, and pre- 
ſented him additionally with a robe of 
honour, and a thouſand pieces of gold. 


— — 


A learned man went to the audience 
of a wealthy perſonage, and took his 
place in the ſuff naal, when ſome one 
fad, © Why doſt thou diſgrace litera- 
ture by condeſcending to ſtand here ?”* 
He replied, << I do it, that it may be 
* diſtinguiſhed by my being aſked re- 
ſpectfully to aſcend the divan.“ 


— 


A bird-catcher, who was alſo a fiſher- 
man, had one day ſpread his nets, into 
Which a flock of birds was nearly enter- 
ng, when the clamour of two diſputing 
ſtudents affrighted them, and they flew 
Way, The bird=catcher - abuſed them 
1 R 2 for 


LJ. 


for having deprived him of- his day's 
livelihood ; upon which the ſcholars 
begged pardon, alleging that, in the 
ardour of diſputation, they had not ſeen 
the birds, or his nets. ©* Well, (ſaid the 
% man) what is paſt cannot be helped; 
« however, let me know what you were 
cc arguing upon ſo vehemently.” „We 
ce were diſputing (ſaid one) whether an 
« hermaphrodite partakes moſt of the 
ce male or female ſex.” © What is an 
« hermaphrodite ?” aſked the bird- 
catcher. ** A creature (replied the ſcho- 
« lar) that is both male and female.” 
«« God be praiſed, (ſaid the bird-catcher) 
« that I am fo much wiſer than I was! 
and took his leave. | 


Some days after this, he caught 
ſome fine fiſh, which he preſented to a 
generous nobleman, who. rewarded him 
| moſt liberally. The nobleman's wife, 
thinking her huſband had given too 


much money, accuſed him of extrava- 
gance ; 
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gance; upon which he ordered a ſervant 
to follow the fiſherman, with directions 
to aſk him whether the fiſh were male or 
female, and according to his anſwer de- 
mand the money back, ſaying, «© My 
« maſter does not want either. Upon 
the ſervant's aſking the queſtion, the 
fiſherman, who gueſſed that the noble- 
man had repented of being too liberal, 
recollected what he had heard from the 
ſcholars, and ſaid, My fiſh are neither 
e male or female, but they are both in 
«© one, being hermaphrodites. The 
nobleman was ſo pleaſed with this anſwer, 
that he added a handſome ſum to what 
he had before given, and the man bleſſed 
the ſcholars for diſturbing his birds. 


One of the ancient Perſian emperors 
when hunting, perceived a very old man 
planting the jooz ! tree, and being ſur- 
prized, advanced, and enquired his age. 

R 3 He 


Y I believe, the walnut, 
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He anſwered, © I am four years old.“ 
Upon which an attendant exclaimed, 
© Why uttereſt thou ſuch nonſenſe be- 
© fore the emperor?” The old man 
replied, ** I did not ſpeak unreflectingly, 
fox the wiſe reckon not in account 
<< that time which has paſſed in folly 
ce and the cares of this world. I there- 
© fore only eſteem that my real age, 
which has been ſpent in ſerving the 
„ Deity.” The emperor was pleaſed 
with this remark, and faid, “ Thou 
te canſt not hope to ſee the trees thou 
ce art planting come to perfection.“ 
The ſage anſwered, © True ; but fince 
*© others have planted that we might 
<« eat, it is right that we ſhould plant 
ce for the benefit of others. , Excel- 
ent,“ exclaimed the emperor; upon 
which, as was the uſage whenever the 
ſovereign applauded any one, a purſe- 
bearer preſented the old man with 4 
thouſand pieces of gold. The ſage re- 


marked, O king, other men's trees 
«c come 
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« come to perfection in the ſpace of 
« forty years, but mine have produced 
« fruit as ſoon as planted.” Bravo!“ 
ſaid the monarch, and a ſecond purſe of 
gold was preſented ; when the old man 
exclaimed, The trees of others bear 
« fruit only ance a year, but mine have 
« yielded two crops in one day.” De- 
« lightful !'” replied the emperor ; and 
a third purſe of gold was giyen : after 
which, putting ſpurs to his horſe, the 
monarch ſaid, I dare not ſtay longer, 
« left thy wit, reverend father, ſhould 
© empty my treaſury.” | 


—  — 


It is related, that when the fame of 
Hatim Tai's unbounded liberality reach- 
ed the Grecian emperor, he reſolved to 
try him; and ſent to requeſt of him an 
hundred camels, all red haired and black 
eyed, Hatim immediately praclaimed 
among his tribe, that whoever would 
lend him a camel of the aboye deſcrip- 

4 tion, 


——- Kr 
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tion, ſhould ſoon be amply repaid, The 
number was ſpeedily collected, and ſent 
to the Cæſar; who was aſtoniſhed, and 
reſolved to outdo Hatim in munificence, 
Having loaded the camels with jewels, 
gold, and bales of the richeſt manufac- 
tures of the empire, he returned them to 
the Arab. Hatim immediately called 
together his dependants, and gave to 
each his camel and its burthen, without 
keeping a ſingle article for himſelf, 
When intelligence of this was carried to 
the emperor, he confeſſed himſelf to be 
excelled in liberality. 


——— 


A caravan, in great diſtreſs for pro- 
viſions, halted near the tomb of Hatim, 
in the Deſart. One of the travellers 
exclaimed, „Alas! Hatim in his life 
ce time never ſuffered the diſtreſſed paſ- 


_ «© ſenger to be hungry or thirſty near 


* his dwelling, Perhaps his ſpirit 
* may now aſſiſt us! The words were 
ſcarcely 


1 } 


fell down thro” fatigue. It was killed 
immediately, and the fleſh divided among 
the travellers. In the morning the cara- 
van purſued its march; but had not 
moved far, when a troop of Arabs ap- 


peared, and preſented to the leader of 


the cafila ſeveral camels laden with wa- 
ter and various refreſhments. © We 
« are {ſaid the Arabs) the deſcendants 
« of Hatim. Laſt night, our anceſtor 
« appeared to us in a dream, ſaying, A 
caravan has halted near my tomb in 
« the greateſt diſtreſs, a merchant of 
* which invoked my aid. As I had 
nothing near, I borrowed his camel 
4 for immediate relief. Go ye in the 
morning, and repay the loan.“ 


— 


— — 


It is related, that Hatim erected a 
large ſtorehouſe, having ſeventy en- 
trances, at each of which a petitioner 
might receive his alms. Upon his death, 

his 


ſcarcely uttered, when a loaded camel 
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his brother, who ſucceeded him, wiſhed 
to imitate his great example ; but his 
mother ſaid, © Attempt it not, my fon, 
c for it is beyond thy genius.” He 
would not attend to her words ; upon 
which ſhe one day, having diſguiſed her- 


ſelf as a mendicant, came to one of the 


doors. Her ſon relieved her ; ſhe re- 
paired to another door; and was again 
relieved. She went to a third, when her 
ſon exclaimed, I have given thee 
« twice already, yet thou importuneſt 
« me again.“ Did I not tell thee, 


ee my ſon, (ſaid the mother, diſcovering 


ec herſelf) that thou couldſt not equal 
<c the liberality of thy brother? I tried 
« him, as I have done thee, and he re- 
te lieved me at each of the ſeventy doors 
te without aſking a queſtion; but I 


„ knew thy nature, and his. When ! 


e ſuckled thee, and one nipple was in 
« thy mouth, thou always heldeſt thy 


% hand upon the other Reſt any one 


« ſhould 
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« ſhould * it; but thy brother Ha- 
© tim the Ps” 


A certain prince of Balkh made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, On his return 
with the caravan, one day in the deſart, 
the curtain of a litter was blown aſide 
by the wind, and diſcovered a moſt beau- 
tiful woman, at ſight of whom he be- 
came deſperately in love. She was the 
wife of a principal merchant of Bagdad, 
who had accompanied her huſband to 
the holy houfe. * When the caravan ar- 
nved at Bagdad, the prince took up his 
refidence in the city, hoping to find out 
his beloved, but in vain. His health 
decayed, and he was wafted to a ſkele- 
ton. It happened, that he formed a 
friendſhip with the merchant, not know- 
ing that he was the huſband of his miſ- 
treſs. At length, the latter finding the 
prince daily growing worſe, queſtioned 


him as to the cauſe of his illneſs, and 
why 
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why he did not return to his dominions ? 
The prince owned his love, and de. 
ſcribed the charms of his miſtreſs ; when 
the merchant in the portrait recognized 
his own wife. He addreſſed the prince, 
ſaying, God be praiſed, that it is in 
«© my power to reſtore the health of my 
ce friend! I know the lady, and will 


© procure. a union.“ 


He then went home, and having 
divorced his wife, informed her of the 
caſe, entreating that ſhe..would conſent 
to marry. the. prince. She. unwillingly 
aſſented, and a marriage took place, 
without. the prince's knowing the ſacri- 
fice his friend had made. The new 
married couple inſtantly departed for 
Balkh. On the eve of conſummation 
the bride wept, and was overwhelmed 
with affliction. Alas! (faid the prince) 
ce how unhappy is my fate! When! 
t expected bliſs, I meet with unkind- 
e neſs.” © My prince, (replied the 

lady) 


B 


« lady) my affections are devoted to a 
« huſband, with whom ] have lived hap- 
« pily for ſeven years, but he has di- 
« yorced me, and given me to thyſelf. 
« Have I not, then, cauſe for weeping ?”? 
She then related the conduct of her 
huſband. 


The prince, ſtricken by her virtue, 
and the friendſhip of the merchant, re- 
covered from his paſſion, and adopted 
her as his ſiſter, begging that ſne would 
accompany him to Balkh, and promifing 
that ſhe ſhould ſhortly be reſtored un- 
ſpotted to her huſband. The lady con- 
ſented. On their arrival at his capital, 
the prince gave out that, on his pil- 
grimage, he had diſcovered a long loſt 
liter. A palace was prepared for her, 
and ſhe was treated with the higheſt 
reſpect. 


. Much time had not elapſed, when 
the merchant, by unforeſeen loſſes, was 
involved 


L 9 1 
involved in diſtreſs, and obliged to give 
up all he poſſeſſed. Thus reduced, he 
travelled to Balkh, and threw himſelf on 
the generoſity of the prince, who receiy- 
ed him with kindneſs, and promoted him 
to the higheſt honours. At length he 
faid, « My friend, I have a ſiſter un- 
« married, wilt thou take her to wife? 
The merchant conſented, and the nup- 
tial ceremonies were performed with the 
higheſt ſplendour and feſtivity. On the 
night of conſummation, how great was 
the aſtoniſhment of the merchant to find 
in the prince's fiſter his own wife, who 
informed him of all that had happened. - 


The happy couple remained ſome 
years at Balkh, but at length the mer- 
chant wiſhed to return to his own coun- 
try, but knew not how to leave his 
patron. He became melancholy ; which 
the prince obſerving, ſaid, „My friend, 
ce ] perceive an alteration in thy health, 


cx and that thou art not - contented 
| cc tell 
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« tell me honeſtly the cauſe of thy un- 
« happineſs.”” © Generous prince, (re- 
« plied the merchant) I cannot help 
« wiſhing again to ſee Bagdad, that my 
« relations and friends may rejoice in 
« my proſperity, and my enemies be 
« confounded at its return.” The 
prince rejoined, „Only remain with 
« me ſix months longer, and I will con- 
« ſent to thy departure.” The mer- 
chant was ſatisfied, and regained his 
chearfulneſs. Ry 3 
At the expiration of the promiſed 
period, the prince diſmiſſed, with valu- 
able proofs of affection, the merchant 
and his wife; who, after a ſafe journey, 
arrived near Bagdad. While they were 
conſulting where they ſhould take up 
their reſidence, a ſervant of the prince, 
vho had been diſpatched by him ſecretly 
to arrange matters for their reception, 
waited upon them at the head of the 
nerchant's old ſervants and friends, and 
cC.onducted 
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conducted them to their own houſe; 
which, with all that had been ſold, he 
had repurchaſed, beſides laying up 
an immenſe treaſure for their future 
expenditure, 


A certain perſon ſaid, that in a dream 
he ſaw the devil; whom he'aſked what 
ſort of man he liked beſt? „ The mi- 
te ſerly devotee,” replied ſatan: * and 
c whom do you hate moſt?“ ſaid the 
dreamer. The charitable voluptuary,” 
anſwered the devil. Explain yourſelf,” 
rejoined the man. Why, (quoth 
ce ſatan) I think the prayers of a miſer 
« will not fave him; but I am afraid 
« that charity will excuſe many fault 
tc in the _ and deprive me of my 


* 


— 


A poor bramin ſaid to Byram Khan, 
che celebrated miniſter of the emperor 
g Akber, 


1 
Or 
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Akber, „Thou and I are brothers in 


« law, why then doſt thou ſuffer me to 
« Janguiſh in poverty?” Byram con- 
verſed in private with the bramin, and 
took him into his confidence. The cour- 
tiers were aſtoniſhed, and enquired of 
him how the bramin, a hindoo, could be 
brother in law to him, a muſſulmaun? 
Why, (replied Byram) we have mar- 
« rted two ſiſters; I was wedded to 
« Miſs Fortune the elder, and. he to 
« Mis—PFortune the younger.“ 


— — 


The ſame Byram Khan was one 
day at his dinner, when one of the at- 
tendants burſt into tears. Byram aſked 
the cauſe, when the youth ſaid, © that 
* the delicacies before him had remind- 
* ed him of thoſe he had enjoyed in the 
* houſe of his father, who was a reduced 
* gentleman,” Byram replied, If 
* thou haſt really being uſed to good 

$ « living, 


= Few puns will bear tranſlation, 
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ce living, tell me which is the niceſt 
e part 'of a fowlr” „ The Min,” 
anſwered the youth.* Byram promoted 
him in his houſehold. 


Some days after this, another do- 
meſtic, hoping to be noticed, while the 
khan was eating, blubbered dreadfully. 
The ſame queſtion was aſked, and an- 
ſwer given. Byram, ſuſpecting a trick, 
ſaid, © Tell me which is the niceſt 
« part of a bullock?” «© The ſkin,” 
replied the impoſtor. Byram laughed, 
but made the fooliſh fellow a handſome 
preſent. f = 


| —— 


When Haroon al Raſheed had put to 
death his favourite Jaffier, and confiſ- 
| cated 


* The ſkin, with forced meat ſtuffed under 


it, is eſteemed a delicacy in the eaſt, 


> Well known in the Arabian Nights Enter- 


tainments. His diſgrace, and the diſtreſſes of 
| his 


11 


cated the eſtates of the whole family of 
the Barmecides his relations, he com- 
manded that no one ſhould ſpeak in 
"raiſe of their good qualities, on penalty 
of condign puniſhment. Notwithſtand- 
ing this order, a venerable old man daily 
repaired to the ruins of the deceaſed 
niniſter's palace, which had been raſed 
o the ground. Seating himſelf upon 
in heap of rubbiſh, he made bitter la- 
mentations, and harangued the paſling 
crowd, on the ſplendid virtues of the 
unfortunate family. When Raſheed was 
nformed of this, his anger was rouſed, 

8 2 and 


as family, are affectingly detailed in a work 
called the & Tareekh Bermukki,” or Hiſtory 
of the Barmecides,” a manuſcript, lately in my 
poſſeſſion, but now of Major OuseLEY. There 
tilts a compilation from this in Engliſh, tran- 
lated from the French, which I read many 
1247s ago, but have forgotten the title of the 
book. The caliph had married Jather to his 
'ourite filter, but on condition that they 
ſhould not bed together. The bargain was not 
pt, and the unfortunate Jaffier deſtroyed. 
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and he ordered the offender to his pre. 
ſence. The old man was inſtantly drag- 
ged before him, when Haroon com- 
manded him to be put to death. The 
venerable perſonage exclaimed, For 
« God's ſake, permit me, O commander 
« of the faithful, to utter a few words 
ce before I die.” „ Speak, replied 
the caliph. © My name (ſaid the old 
« man; is Munder of Damaſcus; and 


« my anceſtors ranked among the moſt 
e reſpectable of Syria; but the vieiſſi- 
(e 


tudes of fortune attacked me, and 
the dawn of my proſperity was ſoon 
clouded by the evening of adverſity. 
Overwhelmed by misfortunes, I left 
my native city, and repaired with my 
family, in hopes of obtaining employ- 
ment, to the capital: of Iflaam ; at the 
« gate of which I left my wives and 
children in a moſque, while I might 
ſeek a lodging. I entered the city, 
* and had not advanced far, when | 
© beheld a long train of perſons of 


cc quality, 


cc 
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« quality, who I perceived were going 
« to a marriage feaſt; and, as I was 
« preſſed by hunger, I joined the pro- 
« ceſſion. We arrived at a magnificent 
« palace, and were admitted by the por- 
ter. No queſtions were aſked me, 
e and I fat down among the guefts, of 
« one of whom I enquired who owned 
« the manſion ? He anſwered, Fuzzul 
« Barmecide, who was celebrating his 
* nuptials. When the ceremony was 
* concluded, a baſon full of money was 
« preſented to every one preſent, and to 
e myſelf among the reſt; after which, 
« written grants of lands, houſes, and 
e goods, were thrown among us; two 
of which fortunately fell into my lap. 
The aſſembly at length broke up, and 
«1 was taking my departure, when a 
* ſlave plucked me by the fleeve. I 


« ſuppoſed he wanted to take from me 


the money and the deeds ; but he led 
me reſpectfully to Fuzzul, who mildly 
© ſaid, I perceive thou art a ſtranger, 
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and wiſh to know thy ſituation; relate 
then thy adventures without exagger- 
ation. I replied, Seek not to know 
what will give thee pain. It is not 
right thy preſent joy ſhould be damp- 
ed by ſorrow. After much impor- 
tunity, I related my adventures, 
from my entrance into life to that day. 
Fuzzul wept at my misfortunes, and 


aſked where was my family. Upon 


my telling him, he ſaid, Be not 
uneaſy, for all will be well: then 
beckoning to a flave, he whiſpered 
ſomething in his ear. After this, a 
change of rich apparel was brought 
me, and he inſiſted upon my ſtaying 
all night, though I begged to be diſ- 


miſſed, as my mind was uneaſy about 


my family, who would be anxiouſly 


expecting me. To this Fuzzul re- 
plied, As they are in the houſe of 
God, he will be their protector! In 
ſhort, I remained all night, and in the 
morning he permitted me to depatt, 

« ſending 


[ 265 J 


« ſending a domeſtic with me ; but in- 
« ſtead of leading me to the moſque, he 
« conducted me to an elegant houſe, in 
« which I found my wives and children. 
« They informed me they had been 
e brought there the evening before by a 
« ſlave of Fuzzul, and put in poſſeſſion 
« of the manſion. Need I ſay more, O 
e commander of the faithful, in excuſe 
« for my dwelling on the virtues of the 
« liberal Barmecides ? If I ſhould forget 
« them, ſhould I not incur the ſtigma 
« of ingratitude here, and its merited. 
« puniſhment hereafter ?” 


Haroon was appeaſed. He applaud- 
ed the old man, and preſented him with 
a purſe of gold; upon receiving which 
the ſage ſaid, „ This alſo, O caliph, 
comes from the Barmecides.”” © 


S 4 VERSE, 


© The above anecdote is lightly related in. 
the Univerſal Hiſtory, 
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| "VER SE, 

I becometh him, to whoſe direftion the 
"Creator may entruſt the reins of Command 
over Mankind, that he exert himſelf with 
Generofity and Compaſſion; for they alone 
make Rulers gratefully remembered. 


— 


Jaffier Barmecide one day looking from 
a window of his palace, in a contem- 
plative mood, beheld a very old domeſtic 
ſweeping the court below. He called to 
him, and faid, © What is the reaſon that 
«« princes and people of wealth are 
c generally ſhort lived, while ſuch as 
tc yon attain moſtly to old age? * It 
« is (ſaid the old man) becauſe God 
e gives his bounty to them all at once, 
© but to us by ſlow degrees.“ Jaffier 
was pleaſed at the remark, and gave him 
a purſe of three hundred dirrims. Not 
long after, he ſaw a young man employ- 
ed in the ſame buſineſs, and -enquired 


what 
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what was become of the aged ſweeper, 
« He is dead, replied the youth. 
Jaffier called to mind what he had ſaid, 
and felt a foreboding of his own ruin, 
which happened not long afterward. 


—— — ——_—_— 


A poet compoſed ſome verſes in 
praiſe of a miſer, who gave him nothing. 
The next day the poet wrote a ſatire 
upon him; to which the miſer paid no 
attention. The day following the bard 
ſeated himſelf at the gate of the miſer, 
who ſeeing him, enquired what he want- 
ed, © I am waiting (ſaid the poet) to 
« ſee thy corpſe carried out, that I may 
% compoſe thy funeral dirge. The 


miſer laughed, and gave him a handſome 
preſent. 


— man 


A poet wrote an ode in praiſe of a 
turk, who was much pleaſed, and deſired 
him to come to him on the morrow, 

when 
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when he would give him a certain quan- 
tity of grain. The poet, early the next 
morning, repaired to the houſe of his 
patron, with a porter and a large bag. 
« What doſt thou want?“ ſaid the turk. 
« The grain you promiſed me,” replied 
the poet. © Friend, (anſwered the turk) 
« you tickled my ears yeſterday with a 
« few empty words, and I returned the 
« favour with an empty promiſe, Pray 
« move off with your bag.“ 


4 Here end the anccdotes taken from the 
Tofet al Mujjaliſs, 
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FURTHER ANECDOTES OF THE BAR- 
MECIDES OR BERMUKKI FAMILY, 
SO MUCH CELEBRATED IN THE 
ARABIAN NIGHTS. VIDE NOTE *, 
PAGE 200. 


| 


Tus moſt credible hiſtorians 
have related, that J affier, the father of 
Khalid, who was called Bermuk, traced 
his deſcent from the ancient monarchs of 
Perſia. Jaffier, like his anceſtors, was 
in the early part of his life an adorer of 
fire, and officiated at the fire temple of 
the city of Balkh ; but ſuddenly, by the 
decree of divine mercy, which ſuffers 
not the ele& to remain in error, the 
(parks of truth were lighted up in his 
mind, and the glory of his ſtate received 
new ſplendour from the refulgent graces 
of Iſlaam. With his family and effects 
he emigrated to Damaſcus, then the 
capital of the Ommiad caliphs. When 

he 


1 
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he was introduced to the court of Soley- 
maun, the colour of the prince changed, 
and he commanded Jaffier to be turned 
out of the palace. The courtiers en- 
quiring the reaſon of this order, Soley- 
maun ſaid, He has poiſon about him, 
« and therefore I ordered him to be 
« diſmiſſed. I have two ſtones in a 
ce bracelet upon my arm, which, if any 
<« one near me has poiſon with him, 
* from their peculiar property have a 
« tremulous motion.” Jaffier was 
queſtioned, and owned that he had under 
his ſeal ring a ſubtle poiſon, for the pur- 
poſe of deſtroying himſelf by ſucking it, 
in caſe of intolerable diſtreſs. Hence he 
was furnamed Bermuk, from the Perſian 
verb Bermukkeedun, which means to 
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| ſuck. 

i 

| After this explanation, Soleymaun 
il admitted Jaffier again into the aſſembly, 
| and diſplaying the two ſtones, ſatisfied 
= the court by a ſight of their wonderful 


pr 0- 
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property. He then addreſſed Jaffier, 
ſaying, © Haſt thou ever beheld any 
« thing more ſurprizing ?”” Bermuk re- 
plied, “Ves, at the court of the king 
ce of Nukſhub, who- was one day fitting 
« on the bank of a river, when a valu- 
« able ruby which he held in his hand 
« dropped into the water, for which alb 
e preſent expreſſed deep regret. Be 
© not uneaſy; faid the king, there is no 
c cauſe for ſorrow ; and having ordered 
« his treaſurer to bring him a certain 
« caſket, he unlocked it, and taking out 
e a fiſh, threw it into the river, whence 
te it inſtantaneouſly returned, with the 
e ruby in its mouth.” Soleymaun im- 
mediately ſent a meſſenger to the king 
of Nukſhub, to demand ſuch a rare cu- 


rioſity, which was ſent him, that prince 
being his tributary. 


Bermuk and his family were held in 
high reſpe& during the reigns of the 
Ommiads and the houſe of Mirwaun ; and 


when 


7e 


when the drums of the caliphat ſounded 


the acceſſion of the Abaſſide princes, 


they became objects of the ſacred favour, 
and held the firſt offices. It does not 
appear that Khalid left any ſon but 
Yiah, who was vizier to Haroon al 
Raſheed, and renowned for his munifi- 
cence and integrity. 


Yiah had four ſons, Fuzzul, Jafher, 


Mahummud, and Mouſeh. Fuzzul 


was eſteemed the moſt generous, but of 
haughty demeanour; and it is related, 
that a confidential friend once aſking him 
how he could join offenſive pride with 
ſuch unbounded liberality, he replied, 
6 ] learnt in my youth both qualities 
c from Amara Bin Humza. When my 
<« father, before his promotion, farmed 
< the revenues of certain provinces, the 
« then vizier ſuddenly ſummoned him 
«© to Bagdad, and demanded of him the 
cc balance of his accounts, before the 


„e rents were due. He raiſed all the 
% money 


* 


A 


1 


« money in his power, but ſtill four 
« millions of deenars were wanting. 
My father knew that no one could 
advance ſuch a ſum except Amara Bin 
« Humza, and with him he was on 
bad terms. However, being cloſely 
„ preſſed, he ſent me, then a lad, to 
© requeſt the loan of him, with aſſur- 
« ances of returning the money when 
« his rents ſhould come in. I went to 
* his palace, and being admitted, found 
* him ſitting in a ſumptuous apartment, 
* ſpread with the richeſt carpets, ſplen- 
* didly drefſed, and perfumed with 
* muſk. To my obeiſance he made no 
* return; and when I delivered my 
* father's meſſage, was ſilent. I was 
* ſtruck with confuſion. At length he 
* exclaimed, How long wilt thou ſtare 
"atme? I retired heartleſs, and wan- 
* &red about ſome time before I re- 
turned home, where, on my arrival, 
© I was ſurprized to ſee at the gateway 
ga number of loaded camels, but till 
© more 
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* more ſo, on hearing: that they had 
« brought the. ſum my father had re- 
<« queſted. of Amara, My. father paid 
< all demands, and returned to his go- 
% vernment. When the revenues were 
received, he ſent me to repay. the ſum 
<< he had. borrowed. I repaired again to 
e the palace of Amara, who received mo 
« as haughtily, as before; but upon my 
ve offering him payment, angrily ex 
claimed, Does thy father think I am 
„his money broker? Be gone, God 
4 hath not given him a generous heart. 
I returned home with the money.“ 


Jaffier, with the liberality of his bro- 
ther, was condeſcendingly affable to al, 
learned, and a moſt elegant writer. He 
was prime vizier to Haroon al. Raſheed, 
and enjoyed more of his confidence than 
the reſt of his brothers. Eeſauk of 


Mouſel relates of him the 2 
anecdote.. 


] once 


1 


l once (fays he) went to pay my re- 
ſpects to Haroon; but underftanding 
that he was repoſing, would have return- 
ed home, when Jaffier ſending for me, 
faid, © Suppoſe you join me in merri- 
© ment, and a chearful glaſs? I aſfent- 
ed, and he conducted me to his private 
apartment, where the requiſites of mirth 
were prepared ; and after we had changed 
our dreſſes for light veſtments of fine 
flk, and the finging girls and muſicians 
vere introduced, he ſent word to his 
porter to admit no one but Abd al Mal- 
ek, meaning a perſon who was one of 
his convivial intimates. When fome 
bumpers had gone round, and the wine 
tad begun to operate upon our heads, 
al at once was uſhered into the room 
Abd al Mallek Haſhimmee, a firſt couſin 
of the caliph's, to the great confuſion of 
Jaſter, who was aſhamed of being ſeen 
in ſuch a ſtate by ſo reſpectable a per- 
onage. Abd al Mallek perceiving, his 
uſreſs, fat down without ceremony, 

T alked 


. . 


ce 


1 

| aſked for a collation, and when he had 
| | eaten, though he had never condeſcended 
| to drink wine at the banquets of the 
caliph, filled a glaſs, drank it off, and, 
4 diſrobing himſelf, put on a ſilken veſt 
like our's. Jaffier, emboldened by ſuch 
gracious demeanour, kiſſed the hand of 
Abd al Mallek, and ſaid, © Will ny 
lord inform me what may be his com- 
«« mands to his ſlave in this honouring 
« viſit, that I may gird the loins of my 
« life in obeying them ?” Abd al Mal- 
lek replied, © It is not fair, that in this 
« afſembly I ſhould trouble thee with 
* requeſts, or cloud the joyful heart 
cc with the miſt of ſorrow.” Jafher 
was importunate, till at length Abd al 
Mallek faid, <« Apparently, the mind of 
ce the caliph is diſpleaſed with me, and 
ce wiſh his diſguſt to be removed. 
« That can eaſily be effected, replied 
Jaffier; „command me in ſomething 
« elſe.” © I owe four millions of dit 


<< rims,” continued the prince, and 
cc wilt 


{ 
* 
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« wiſh the caliph to diſcharge my 
« debts.” © He will pay them to- 
« morrow,”” ſaid Jaffier; „but what a 
« trifle is this ! mention ſomething more 
important. © Thou knoweſt, an- 
ſwered Abd al Mallek, © that my ſon 
% Eeſauk is a young man of abilities. 
Through thy patronage, perhaps the 
« caliph may look upon him with an 
«eye of favour.” . © Our ſovereign, 
© the commander of the faithful, (con- 
« tinued Jaffier) will confer upon him 
the government of Egypt, and give 
him his daughter Aleeah in marriage. 
Eeſauk of Mouſellee remarks, I thought 
to myſelf that Jaffier was ſpeaking from 
the fumes of intoxication, and wondered 
how he would perform ſo many high 
promiſes ; but on going next day to the 
palace of the caliph, I found the chiefs 
of the Ulema afſembled in the audience 
chamber; and ſoon after, the prince Abd 
al Mallek entering, Haroon received him 
graciouſly, and faid to him; “ My dif- 

TY cc pleaſure 
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% pleafure towards thee is changed to 
ce favour, I have reſolved to marry my 
« daughter Aleeah to thy ſon Eeſauk, 
cc and appoint him governor of Egypt, 
© and have ordered my treaſurer to diſ- 
« charge thy debts.“ Jaffier had re- 
paired to the caliph early in the morning, 
informed him of his laſt night's adven- 
ture, and prevailed upon Haroon to do 
as he had promiſed. 


Mahummud, the third ſon of Yiah 
Bermukki, was a man of genius, but. 
devoted to pleafure, and fond: of retire- 
ment. Mouſeh, the fourth brother, in 
valour and conduct as a general, was 
unrivalled. From the acceſſion of Ha- 
roon al Raſheed to the caliphat, till the 
twenty firſt year of his reign, in which 
his mind changed towards them, the ad- 
miniſtration of all the affairs of the em- 
pire was veſted in Viah Bermukki and 
his illuſtrious ſons. Various are the 
cauſes aſſigued by hiſtorians for the ſud- 

den 
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den diſpleaſure of the caliph againſt 
them, of which the following is one. 


Haroon being jealous of the influ- 
ence of Yiah Bin Abdoolla, a deſcendant 
of Ali, committed him to the cuſtody of 
Jaffter Bermukki, with orders to hold 
him in the ſtricteſt conſmement. After 
a long impriſonment, the venerable 
Yiah, fearing that Haroon in the end 
would take away his life, beſought Jaf- 
her, ſaying, © Fear God, nor let thy- 
© ſelf be numbered with thoſe on whom 
the prophet will be revenged in the 
day of judgment for murdering his 
« ſacred pofterity. The Almighty 
* knows that I have committed no fault 
* worthy of death.” Jafher was affect- 
ed by the ſpeech of the holy ſyed, and, 
having releaſed him, cauſed him to be 
conducted by his confidential ſervants to 
a place of ſafety; but intelligence of 
this generous conduct was ſoon conveyed 
by the enemies of the miniſter to Ha- 

T 3 roon, 
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roon, who one day enquired after Viah. 
Jaffier replied, He is confined in a 
« cloſe and dark dungeon.“ «© Canſt 
« thou ſwear ſo by my head and life ?” 
faid the caliph. Jaffier, upon this, gueſſ- 
ed that Haroon was informed of the 
truth, and ſaid, © By thy head and life 
« it is not fo; for as I knew that Yiah 
« was old and feeble, and could do no- 
« thing to occaſion alarm to the com- 
« mander of the faithful, I ventured to 
<«« releaſe him.” The caliph was en- 
raged, but diſſembling his anger, replied, 
„ Thou haſt done well.” When Jat- 
fier retired, Haroon was overheard to 
mutter to himſelf, «© May God deftroy 


« me, if I do not r put thee to 
death!“ 


The principal cauſe, however, of 
Haroon's inveterate diſpleaſure againk 
the illuſtrious family of Bermukki, 1 
thus related. The caliph was fond of 


conviviality, and the company of per- 
| ſons 


1 


ſons of wit and repartee, for which none 
were more remarkable than his own ſiſter 
Abbaſſia and the vizier Jaffier. Haroon 
was therefore deſirous to have them to- 
gether at his banquets without ſcandal, 
and ſaid to the unfortunate miniſter, 
4 love thee with a brotherly affection, 
« and have the higheſt regard for my 
« ſiſter Abbaſſia, whom I will beſtow 
c upon thee in marriage, that I may 
© have the ſatisfaction of enjoying the 
e converſation of both together without 
« offence to our ſacred law, but on this 
condition, that you never meet her, 
« but in my preſence.” Jaffier, dread- 
ing ſuch a dangerous connection, at 
firſt declined, but at length accepted 
the offer of the caliph. The nuptial 
ceremony took place, after which the il- 
luſtrious couple met conſtantly at the 
apartments of Haroon ; but as the vizier 
was in the bloom of youth, and lad a 
fine perſon, the unfortunate Abbaſſia was 
immerſed in love, and withed to have 

T 4 the 
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the company of her huſband in private. 
She contrived to expreſs her regard by 
letters and meſſengers; but Jaffier ſent 
back the former, and rebuked the latter; 
upon which Abbaſſia had recourſe to At- 
taba, the mother of her huſband, to whom 
ſne made preſents of valuable jewels, 
and prevailed upon her to bring about 
the defired interview. Attaba one day 
addreſſed Jaffier, ſaying, I have heard 
* of a moſt beautiful flave, and mean to 
% purchaſe her for thee, as a preſent.” 
The fon thanked her; after which ſhe 
requeſted Abbaſſia to be prepared, when 
ſhe ſhould ſend for her. Upon the night 
of Friday the princeſs was introduced 2s 
a ſlave to the bedchamber of Jaffier, who 
had returned home from the palace fluſh- 
ed with wine. The princeſs would not 
unveil till the morning, when ſhe faid, 
© Behold thy handmaiden Abbaflia !” 
Jaffier was at once delighted, and filled 
with dread of the conſequences of their 


meeting. When the princeſs had re- 
tired, 
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tired, he ſaid to his imprudent mother, 
« Alas! thou haſt fold thy ſon too 
« cheaply ; but be prepared now for 
« ſudden calamity.” Abbaſſia proved 
with child, and brought forth a ſon, who 
as ſoon as born was ſent privately to 
Mecca, under- the care of a faithful 


eunuch named Reauſh, and a nurſe called 
Berberree. 


Some time afterwards, Zobiede, the 
principal wife of the caliph, became diſ- 
pleaſed at Yiah Bermukki, who had the 
charge of the palace, and had inſiſted on 
the gates of the interior courts being 
locked early in the evening, which pre- 
vented the eunuchs and domeſtics of the 
haram from ingreſs and egreſs as they 
wiſhed, of which they complamed to 
their royal miſtreſs, and Zobiede to the 
caliph. Haroon obſerved, „he was 
convinced Yiah had acted as he judged 
« moſt fitting for the ſafety of the im- 
* perial honour,” If fo, replied 

« Zobicde 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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« Zobiede in a rage) why does he not 


« prevent his own ſon from defiling 
« it?” Haroon demanded an explana- 
tion of her aſſertion ; when the empreſs 
informed him of the ſtolen interviews 
between Abbaſſia and Jaffier. The caliph 
was confounded, but demanded what 
proof ſhe had of the accuſation, © What 
can be a clearer one than a child?“ 
ſaid the malicious Zobiede, „“ who is 
« now alive at Mecca.” * Does any 


« perſon befide thyſelf know this ſe- 


ce cret?”” rejoined Haroon. All the 
« women of the haram,”” anſwered the 
empreſs. The caliph made no reply, 


but on the next day prepared for a 


pilgrimage to Mecca, on which he ſoon 
after departed. Though Abbaſſia had 
time to have the child conveyed to a 
place of ſafety in Yemen before her bro- 
ther's arrival, the caliph at Mecca ob- 
tained proof of the unfortunate inter- 
view, and from that inſtant reſolved on 


the deſtruction of the Barmecides. On 
his 
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his return from the holy city, after a 
ſhort ſtay at Bagdad, he repaired to a 
country palace named Anbar, taking 
Jaffier with him, and leaving Sindee Bin 
Shahick in command of the metropolis. 


On the firſt of Suffir, in the twenty 
firſt year of his reign, the caliph gave an 
entertainment, more ſplendid than any 
yet beheld, to his courtiers, among 
whom he diſtinguiſhed the unfortunate 
Jaffier by numberleſs favours, and in the 
evening diſmiſſed him graciouſſy. The 
miniſter invited home with him a ſelect 
party to paſs the night in conviviality 
and mirth. When the court was broken 
up, Haroon ſuddenly called to him the 
attendant Yaſlir in private, and faid, 
* Go immediately, and bring me the 
« head of Jaffier.“ Yaſlir was con- 
founded, and trembled ; but the caliph, 
in a rage, ordered him to depart, and 
execute his commands, or he would put 


him to inſtant death. Yaſlir departed, 
and 


[ 286 J 


and entering the palace of Jaffier, ruſhed 
into the private apartment, without 
aſking leave as uſual. The miniſter, 
alarmed at his boldneſs, enquired the 
cauſe of the intruſion ; when he men- 
tioned the commiſſion he had received 
from the caliph. Jaffier ſaid, © Poſfibly 
« this order may have been given by 
« the commander of the faithful when 
« in a ſtate of intoxication: retire at 
e preſent, and tell him thou haſt killed 
me. If in the morning he ſhall ap- 
«« pear regretful, well; but if not, come 
*« and execute his commands. Yaſhr 
refuſed this requeſt : but Jaſher prevailed 
upon him to accompany him to the in- 
cloſure of the caliph's apartment. Vaffir 
entered, when the caliph ſaid, © What 
* haft thou done?” © I have executed 
« Jather,” replied he. Where is 
© the head of the traitor ?” exclaimed 
Haroon. I have left it without,” 
anſwered Vaſſir. Bring it me imme- 
« diately,” cried the caliph. The exc- 


cutioner 
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cutioner retired, and in an inſtant ſever- 
ing the head from the body of the moſt 
illuſtrious for high qualities and diſtin- 
ouiſhed virtues, caſt it, bleeding, at the 
feet of Haroon; who, after examining it 
for a moment, commanded Yaſkr to call 
into his preſence certain attendants. 
When they appeared, he ordered them 
to put to death the unhappy inftrument 
of his vengeance, exclaiming, in a parox- 
yſm of rage and deſpair, © I cannot bear 
ce to look on the executioner of Jaffier.”” 
The age of this celebrated miniſter was 
only thirty ſeven years, of which he 
paſſed ſeventeen and ſome months, in the 
higheſt confidence, favour, and glory. 


In the Mirraut al Jinnaun it is faid, 
that Sindee Bin Shahick uſed to relate the 
following anecdote. I was: fleeping in 
the upper chamber of a conntry houſe, 
ſituated weſterly, near Bagdad, when 
lo! in a dream, I beheld Jaffier, ſon of 

Yiah, 


«=. 


Yiah, in garments of a ſaffron dye, who 
recited the following 


VERSES, 


Not long fince, from ' Hujjoon - to Suffa 
no crou d aſſembled, or a company met from 
diſtant parts at Mecca ; | 

But we were the favourite themes of 
their aiſcourſe.; yet the - obſcurity of night 
hath overtaken us, misfortune and ruin. 


TIT awoke inſtantly, and related my 
dream to one of my confidential attend- 
ants, who ſaid it was the effect of indi- 
geſtion, and could have no meaning. 1 
tried to repoſe again, but had not cloſed 
my eyes, when I heard a loud knocking 
at my gate, and riſing up, ordered it 
to be opened, when - behold ! Sullum 
Abruſh, a confidential domeſtic of the 
caliph, entered my chamber; at fight of 
whom I was alarmed, ſuppoſing that he 
might have brought a ſentence againſt 
myſelf, He faluted me, and fitting 

down, 
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down, delivered me a note, ſealed with 
the impreſſion of the ſignet which Ha- 
roon wore upon his finger. Its contents 
were as follows: When this note 
« reaches thee, repair inſtantly with 
« Sullum, and arreſting Yiah, confine 
« him in the dungeon. formerly allotted 
e to Munſoor the heretic; then diſpatch 
« Madameh to ſeize Fuzzul, and ſend 
te parties to impriſon the whole family 
« of Bermukki, male and female, young 
ce and old, however diſtantly related. 


The hiſtorian continues ; when Sin- 
dee had-received this order, he proceeded 
to execute it, and caſt Yiah, his fon 
Fuzzul, and all-the family of Bermukki 
into priſon. The wretched old man lin- 
gered nearly two years in confinement, 
and the unhappy Fuzzul, after ſurviving 
his father ſome time, - alſo expired in 
a dungeon, and mingled with the 
aſſembly of the grave. Not a ſingle 
relative . of the illuſtrious Barmecides 

eſcaped 


} 
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eſcaped impriſonment or confiſcation. 
The headlefs body of the unfortunate 
Jhafher was conveyed to Bagdad, and 
hung for ſome time upon a gibbet on 
the bridge over the river Euphrates, 
but at laſt was burnt, and his aſhes ſcat- 
tered in the air. 


— 


Among the wonderful anecdotes 
given by hiſtorians of the Bermuk fa- 
mily, is the following. 


I was one day amuſing myſelf with 
peruſing the accounts: of the: expenditure 
of Haroon al Raſheed, and ſaw rt 
lowing entries. 


On fuch a day, by command of the 
caliph, was given to Jafffer, ſon of Yiah, 
(may his. bounty be eternal!) as a pre 
ſent, ſuch and fach ſums of money, 


rich robes, harſes, and perfumes. - I had 


the 
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the curioſity to caſt up the value placed! 
oppoſite to- each article; and. found; tho 
ſum total' amount to thirty millions of 
dirrims. In another leaf of the ſame 
account, I ſaw the entry of the expenſe 
for burning the body of the ſame Highly 
favoured Jaffler thus expreſſecd:· Diſ- 
« burſed! for burning. the carcaſe of 
« Jaffier, ſon of Yiah — four dirrims, 
“ and half a dangeh for pitch and 
« ſtraw.. | 


— — 


In the hiſtory of Imaum Yafee, the 
following anecdote is related in th words 
of the poet Mahummud Bin Vezeed of 


Damaſcus. 


Fuzzul Bermukki one day ſent for 
me, and ſaid, Laſt night the Almighty 
bleſſec me with the birth of a ſbn, and 
many poets preſented me with congratu- 
latory verſes, but none of them pleaſed 

v me; 


© A ſmall copper coin. 
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me; therefore, I wiſh an ode from thee, 
I replied, (ſays the poet) that the ſplen- 
dour and crowd of his court was unfa- 
vourable to the contemplative mood 
requiſite for compoſition ; but he would 
accept no excuſe, and inſiſted on my 
giving ſomewhat, if only a line. - Re- 
medileſs, I uttered the two following 


dates mak 


Joy is ever diffuſed by a birth in the 
family of Bermuk, but eſpecially when a ſon 
is born to Fuzzul, | 


A peneral good ever attends ſuch na- 
tivity, from the largeſs of liberality and. 
benevolence, of favours and kindneſs. 


When Fuzzul heard the above, he 
was pleaſed, and preſented me with ten 


thouſand deenars, with which I purchaſed 


an eſtate, that in time yielded me great 
wealth. Some years after the lamented 


deſtruction of the houſe of Bermuk, I was 


one 


1 


one day bathing in the warm bath, and 
deſired the bagnio keeper to ſend me a 
rubber, which he did. While the lad 
was performing his office, the generoſity 
and virtues of the Barmecides occurred 
to my mind, and I inſenſibly repeated 
the verſes already mentioned, when the 
youth inſtantly fainted away. I called 
in the maſter of the bath, who declared 
he had never ſeen him troubled with 
ſuch a fit till the preſent ; upon which I 
was aſtoniſhed, and when he came to 
himſelf, enquired what had affected him. 
Alas!“ ſaid the unfortunate youth, 
© the verſes you recited were compoſed 
* on my birth, for I am the ſon of 
* Fuzzul, When I heard them, the 
* misfortunes of my unhappy family 


© ſo preſſed upon my boſom, as to make 
me faint.” 


When I heard this (continues the 
poet) I ſympathized with the youth, and 
lud, ce My dear ſon, I am ftricken in 

U 2 © years, 
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40 years, and have no offspring. What 
cc ever Þ poſſeſs was from the bounty of 
te thy revered parent. Come, - then, 
ce and reſide with me, and: I will before 
ce proper witneſſes make over to thee 
ce after my death all that I huve,” 
'Fhe wonderful youth burſt into tears, 
and ſaid, God forbid that I ſhould 
ce talte away from ther what was given 
« by my father, however wretched: my 
© condition. [: reiterated my requeſt, 
but in vain; nor would he accept of 
me even a. trifling preſent. 


— — 


In the ſame hiſtory, the following 
anecdote is given in the words of 4 
_ credible perſonage. 


Going once to pay congratulations 
to my mother, on a grand feſtival, ! 
found with her a very old woman, 
meanly dreſſed. In the courſe of con- 
verſation, my mother enquired if I knev 

who 
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who ſhe was; to which I anſwered, 
« No;”” when ſhe informed me ſhe was 
Attaba, the mother of Jaffier Bermukki. 
I faluted the unfortunate matron with 
the moſt profound reſpect, and begged 
he would relate to me ſome of the won- 
derful events ſhe muſt have witneſſed. 
The venerable, but unhappy lady, re- 
plied, « My ſon, I remember, that on 
« this very feſtival T uſed to be waited 
* upon by four hundred ſlaves, and yet 
« accuſed my ſon of illiberality in his 
e allowance for my expenſes ; but now, 
all the furniture I poſſeſs is to goat- 
« ſkins, one of which ſerves me for a 
* bed, and the other for a. covering. 
What can I tell thee more wonderful 
than ſuch a veverſe of fortune? 
Upon hearing this, ſays the narrator, I 
vas moved with awe and compaſſion, and 
preſented her with a purſe of five hun- 
dred deenars; on receiving .which . ſhe 
had nearly expired with, joy. Be Warn- 
ed, O ye men of underſtanding. 

U 3 VERSE. 
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VERSE. 


O child of fortune, though from the | 
breaſt of avarice and care thou imbibe 
the milk of riches and proſperity ; 

On the couch of affluence be not ta 
ſecure of thy poſſeſſions, but recolleft the 
days of the anceſtors of the Bermukkies, 


— _— 


OMINOUS DREAM AND DEATH OF THE 
CALIPH HAROON AL RASHEED: FROM 
THE SAME AUTHOR. 


The celebrated phyſician Gabriel 
relates the following anecdote. 


In the year 192, J attended Haroon 
in camp at Rukka, and one morning 
| early, repairing to the foot of the throne, 

found the caliph very pale and melan- 
choly ; upon which I ſaid, I perceive 
© thee, O commander of the faithful, 


te unuſually fad and diſpirited. If thc 
« cauſe 
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« cauſe is bodily illneſs, inform me, 
« that I may adminiſter relief; but if 
« ſome misfortune of ſtate, trouble not 
« thy mind with reflecting upon it, for 
« the Almighty will deftroy thy ene- 
« mies. Haroon replied, © It is nei- 
« ther; but I have had an horrible 
dream, for the meaning of which I am 
« alarmed. I beheld a naked arm ex- 
« tended from beneath my throne, the 
« hand of which was filled with red 
e earth, and at the ſame inſtant heard a 
« voice ſaying, Such is the earth, O 
* Haroon, of thy grave. I exclaimed, 
« Where? At Toos, returned the voice; 
« after which the hand diſappeared, and 
« T awoke.” I faid, continues Gabriel, 
this dream, my lord, was the effect of 
indigeſtion, and can mean nothing. Pro- 
bably you were thinking laſt night of 
the affairs of Khoraſſaun, and the rebel- 
lion of Rafee, ſon of Leſhe. I was ſo, 


anſwered Haroon. I now recommend- 
v 4 ed 
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ed that he iſhould order a banquet, and 
divert his mind,; which he did, and the 
impreſſion of the viſion Was ſoon done 
NV. 


In the following year, however, the 
ealiph moved with at mighty army from 
Bagdad, againſt the rebels of Khoraſ- 
faun, but Was taken ill upon his march, 
in the province of Jitjaun; and when 
he arrived at Toos, became daily work. 
Here he received intelligence, chat the 
txebel Rafee had been defeated, and hs 
brother taken priſoner, by Herſima, who 
ſent him in chains to court. On his 
arrival, Haroon ordered the unfortunate 
criminal to be cut to pieces hy a butcher, 
in his preſence; but the execution was 
no ſooner. over, than the ealiph was ſeiz- 
ed with a fainting fit. Upon coming to 
himſelf, the dream occurred to his mind, 

and he exclaimed, © This place, Gabriel, 

©<:35 Joos, and here is mysgrave. He 
| then 
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then ordered the attendant Meſroor to 
fetch a handful of the ſoil, which he 
brought with his ſleeve drawn up to the 
elbow. * _By.the. Almighty, exclaimed 
« Haroon, this is the very arm, and 
« hand, and ſoil, which. I beheld in my 
« dream!“ From that inſtant his ago- 


nies increaſed, and-he-expired three days 
afterwards, in the year of the hyerah one 


hundred aand ninety two.? 


f-Whom :the readers of the Arabian Nights 
will recolle&. attending on Haroon, with his fa- 
vourite, the unfortunate Jaftier Barmecide, in 
many a midnight ramble. 

A. D. 807. 


Some particulars in the above anecdotes 
are mentioned in the Univetial Hiſtory, but ſo 
ſlightly, as to render the relation of the orien- 
tl hiſtorian - more. at. length, deſireable. 
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THE FOLLOWING ANECDOTES ARE 
TRANSLATED FROM A MANUSCRIPT 
"ENTITLED UZZULLEAUT UBBEED 
ZAKKAUNEE, MENTIONED IN: THE 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


— — 


A CERTAIN ſultaun hearing that 
a man of wit was reckoned in per- 
ſon very like himſelf, was curious 
to ſee him, and ſent for him to court. 
Upon his introduction, he ſaid, I 
c remember your mother well. She 
« was a handſome woman, and uſed to 
cc attend the harams of the ſultaun and 
<« nobility with rich goods and jewellery, 
« as a dullalla,* reaping much profit 
* from her honourable calling. The 
wit, underſtanding the ſultaun's alluſion, 
replied, © Not fo; my mother was a 
ce ſecluded woman, who never left her 


« houſe, 
bk A brokereſs. 


11 

c houſe, and knew nothing of trade; 
« but my father was an eminent de- 
« figner, who was frequently called to 
« the gardens of the royal and noble 
« harams, to lay out, ſow flowers, and 
« plant trees.” The ſultaun admired 
his wit, and made him one of his inti- 
mate courtiers. 


— — 


A farmer, with a very long and 
buſhy beard, came to complain to the 
emperor Baber, that the renter of his 
diſtrict had demanded the tribute of 
an hundred loads of grain for ten loads, 
the actual produce of his harveſt. © Hea- 
«© vens! (ſaid Baber) with that hundred 
©« loads of venerable beard of thine, how 
*« canſt thou utter ſuch a falſehood ?"” 
Alas! (faid the farmer) if your ma- 
« jeſty reckons every hair of mine at 
< ten pounds, it is no wonder that your 
* officers ſo over- rate my ten loads of 
grain.“ 


An 
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— — 


An Arab eame to one of the-edliphs, 
and ſaid, I.am a poor and diſtreſſed 
man.“ That may be, (ſaid the 
« ealiph) for all mankind are poor, ac- 
„ cording to the revelation of God, 
© (the koraun) which fays, O man, 
« thou art helpleſs ; and our holy pro- 
«« phet too declares the ſame. The 
Arab replied, „O -caliph, J have re- 
e ſolved on the ſaered pilgrimage to 
<<. Mecca;” May it prove auſpicious 
«© toithee!” aid the caliph, for thy 
ce reſolve is pious; and Gad has de- 
* clared the pilgrimage ineumbent upon 
c him Whohas power to travel. The 
c road is ſafe before thee; proceed on- 
„ wards.” The Arab ſaid, I have 
no money for my expenſes on the 
*« journey.“ If that is the caſe, 
replied the caliph, “ the pilgrimage is 
e :excuſed-thee ; for it is only incumbent 
<« on thoſe who have funds to travel. 

cc (30, 
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„ Go, therefore, and fit down at thy 


e thee, and not to aſk deciſion on a 
te religious point, or to liſten to a ſer- 
e mon. The caliph- ſmiled; and 
ordered him a thouſand? dirrims. 


— 


A poetical eritie ſaid to tiie cele- 
brated poet Jami, „ have written 


« ninety nine eritieiſms on the poems of 


« Hafiz.”” © God: have mercy upon 
e thee, (ſaid Jami) what anſwer wilt 
thou give to God at the laſt day? 


— ? ⅜ — 


A poet who had been on a pilgrim- 
2ge to Mecca, on his return viſited Jam 
with a volume of his poems, and ſaid, 

that 


* The caliphs were pontiffs, as well as tem- 
poral princes, 


« eaſe;. for: thou art exeuſed from the 
e trouble of the journey. The Arab 
now became angry, and exclaimed, I 
«© came, O'calipH; to requeff relief from 


* 
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that by way of ſanctifying them, he had 
rubbed the book on the black ſtone“ at 
the temple. What a pity, (ſaid Jami) 
c that thou didſt not dip thy pages into 
ve the holy well Zumzum !“ 


— — 


_ Hatiffee, the author of the much ad- 
mired poem of Leila and Mujjenou, was 
ſiſter's ſon to Jami, to whom, when the 
work was finiſhed, he carried it for peru- 
ſal, requeſting his prayers for its ſucceſs. 
Jami was delighted, and highly praiſed 
the performance. 'Hatiffee exclaimed, 
Would that I had written it ſooner, ſo 


«« that ere now my work might have 


te been 
* Rubbing on the black ſtone is ſaid to take 


away fin; and tradition records it to have been 
once white, but to have changed colour from 
the fins of the pilgrims. 

This holy well alſo purifies the taſter of its 
waters; but any water would eradicate the cha- 
racters of an oriental manuſcript, the ink being 
only mixed with gum. Hence Jami meant, the 
poet's work was not worth preſerving. 
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« been publickly known!” © If all 
« thou wanteſt is celebrity,” ſaid Jami, 
« let it be hung up in the great market 
« place of the city, that all may ſee it. 
« True, my lord, faid Hatiffee, but 
© how will they know the author?”” 
Jami replied, «© Why hang up thyſelf 
« cloſe to the book, that 'all may be 
convinced who was the compoſer.” 


— 


Saalabi, one of the moſt favonred 
poets at the court of the caliph Munſoor, 
thus has related. One day I had com- 
poſed an ode in praiſe of my patron's 
victories, which I preſented when he was 
in a chearful humour, and the caliph 
ſaid to me, * Which doſt thou prefer, 
* my rewarding thee with three hun- 
" Ured pieces of filver, or communi- 
* cating to thee three important max- 
* 1ms, each of which is worth the ſum ?”” 
Willing to gratify the caliph's pleaſantry, 
| replied, „ That laſting knowledge 


«c Was 
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tt was better thani periſhable | coin,” 
ct. Prue, ſays: the: calip j. ramem: 
cc herʒ. therefore, when thy: veſt is worn 
ce threadbare and thin, that thou take 
<« care. to: have: on whole drawers,” 
& Ah}: ſaid: I, one of my! hundred 
ct deenars is: gone © Secondly,” ſaid 
the caliph, ſmiling, * when you anoint 
your long beard; take: care not to oi 
< it lower than your collar, left it ſoil 
tc your veſt.” © God help me,” faid 
LF, * there goes my other hundred. 
Thirds ſaid) the caliph, laughing, 
ancbꝭ attempting to: ſpeak;. when For 
« your majeſty's ſalee, cried I, * keey 
4 the other precious maxim itt ſtore for 
t your on uſe, and give me only an 
c hundred dtenars. Munſbor was 
higkly diverted; and ordered me the 
whole three hundred | 


— —— 


K taylor following the army Was 
wounded in the head by an arrow. 
When 
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When the ſurgeon ſaw the wound, he 
told his patient, that. as the weapon had 
not touched his brain, there was ng 
doubt of his recovery. The taylor ſaid, 
« If I had poſſeſſed any hrains, I ſhould 
* not have been here,” 


— 


A perſon coming to a moſque, ſaw 
his wife, in converſation. with a_ ſtrange 
man, and, entering, deſired her to come 
away. The woman replied, ** It is 
* written in our ſacred koraun, Thou 
* ſhalt not command in any houſe but 
„e thine own.” The huſband aſked 
what ſhe was about. Aſk no queſ- 
© tions,” replied the wife, „for the 
1 ſeriptur S. ſays, Thou ſhalt- not en- 
* quire about what does not concern 
« thee,”” He again ordered her to come 
away, when he exclaimed, © The holy 
book declares that moſques belong 
* to God; diſturb not, therefore, his 


* temple.” He attempted to ſeize her. 
W She 


1 
She replied, The ſcripture ſays, Who- 


ce ever is in a moſque, to that perſon it 
« is an aſylum.” The huſband was 
now confounded, and faid, * Plague 
upon a learned wife! She has begun 
te to ſtudy the koraun, and I fancy is 
« come here to finiſh it.” 


— 


Jojee, a well known vagabond wit 
of Syria, was once upon a journey, and 
being almoſt famiſhed, on paſſing thro' 
a village, ſaw a great crowd collected, 
and among them mourners and chaunters 
of the koraun, waiting to attend a fu- 
neral. He aſked who was the deceaſed 
| perſon, and was informed he was the 
head of the village; upon which, know- 
ing that good fare attended ſuch a ſo- 
lemnity, he reſolved to ſtop. Having 
waited ſome time, and the proceſſion not 
moving, he enquired the cauſe, and was 
told that the village corpſe-waſher had 
been called away to another funeral, and 

they 


2 
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they waited his return, as they could not 
. procure another. I am of that pro- 
« feſſion, ſaid Jojee, “ and have al- 
« ways the honour of waſhing and 
« ſhrouding the chief men of my own 
« diſtrict.” The friends and relations 
of the deceaſed (many of whom were 
come from a diſtance, and anxious to 
return home) requeſted him to prepare 
the body; to which he conſented. 
Being introduced into the houſe, after 
taking a hearty meal, he was deſired to 
perform his office. 


Jojee, who had never ſeen a corpſe 
waſhed, was at a loſs what to do. At 
length, caſting his eyes over the court of 
the houſe, he ſaw that a brook ran thro” 
it, which made him think of a ſtratagem. 
Addreſſing the company, he ſaid, © I 
have read in a ſacred book, that if a 
* corpſe is waſhed in a ſtream, both it 

and the ſoul will be purified from fin. 
Since, then, a brook ſo fortunately 
| W 2 « flows 
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re flows through the court, do not give 
«« up ſo great a bleſſing, but bring the 
ce corpſe, the ſhroud, and the bier, to 
te the brink, that I may waſh it. They 
did fo, and alſo gave him the clothes of 
the deceaſed, (the uſual perquiſite of the 
waſher) and a ſum of money. Jojer 
then ſaid, «© My friends, you muſt all 
ce retire without the walls, for the holy 
te angels will attend; and if the deceaſed 
ec was 4 virtuous man, they will aff 
« me; but (which God forbid!) if te 
cc was wicked, as a thief, or adulterer, 
ce they will disfigure him.“ All preſent 
atteſted the virtues of the defunct, and 
retired, Jojee 'being left alone, began 
to pray aloud, and tying his own thread- 
bare turban round the neck of the corpſe, 
dragged it into the ſtream, and gave i 
ſeveral duckings At length the turban 
broke, and away went the body. 


Jojee having conſidered a little, gr 
. thered up the ſhroud, &c. and exclaime%, 
| | 45 


1 


as if in ecſtacy, Come in, my friends.“ 
All the company having entered, he 
ſaid, © Good tidings| good tidings ! 
« your lamented friend was indeed a 
« righteous man. While I was waſhing 
« him, and praying, lo! a troop of 
« angels deſcended, and after paying 
00 adoration to the corpſe, and clothing 
« it in robes of gold and azure, placed 
« jt on a brilliant throne, with which 
« they accompanied it to heaven, ſay- 
e ing, as they aſcended, that it was too 
* holy to be placed in earth, but ſhould 
e be depoſited in the courts of paradiſe, 
« till the day of reſurrection.” 


The relations of the deceaſed were 
in raptures at this account, and requeſted 
the miraculous waſher to abide with 
them a few days, that they might have 
the benefit of his prayers; to which he 
conſented. On the third day, however, 
the body was found floating in the 
brook, not far from the village. The 

1 relations 


E 


relations of the deceaſed now attacked 
Jojee, and accuſed him of deceit; when 
he replied, What I ſaid, O muſlul- 
% mauns, was true, and as far as my 
* eye could reach, I faw the bleſſed 
cc angels aſcending with the corpſe on 
« the throne towards heaven. As the 
&« examining angels on the way, how- 
« ever, may have aſked your friend 
te ſome queſtions, which he could not 
ſatisfactorily anſwer, he may have been 
« hurled down for his miſdeeds; and 
« you know I did not. undertake to be 
* his ſecurity at the day of judgment.” 


A 
A 


— — 


The abovementioned Jojee being 
another time on a tramp, came to 2 
village where a funeral was paſſing. In 
hopes of getting ſomething, he aſked 
the friends of the deceaſed if they withed 
to have the dead reſtored to life, as he 
could gratify them. They replied, 


« Yes ;” when he deſired them to place 
| - 


11 


the body in an incloſure, and to bring 
ſome good cheer to entertain the reani- 
mating angels, and eſpecially a pot of 
the fineſt honey, the choiceſt bread, and 
the ſweeteſt oil. This being done, he 
ordered all to retire, and leave him with 
the corpſe. He now began to ſatisfy 
his hungry appetite, and uttered at times 
in a loud voice ſome ſtrange words. At 
length, when ſatisfied, he called in the 
friends of the deceaſed, and enquired 
what trade he was of? They replied, 
“A weaver. © Alas!” ſaid Jojee, 
« [ wiſh, my friends, you had not gone 
to ſuch expenſe before you acquainted 
me, for the body of a weaver is the 
* only one J am reſtrained from reani- 
mating by the laws of my art.“ 


Pond 


A linen-draper had a wife, a daugh- 
ter, and a female ſlave, who were all 
very deaf, Going one day to his ſhop, 
he found he had forgotten his keys, and 
| W 4 returning 


* 
0 
1 
{ 

1 
, 
a | 
: 


L 314 J 
returning home, deſired his wife to fetch 
them from the chamber. Thank 
„ you, my love, ſaid the wife, (think- 
ing he had ſpoken of fome ornaments he 


had promiſed her) and addreffing her 


daughter ſaid, My dear child, your 
« father has made me quite happy by 


ec his kindneſs.” My dear mother,” 
ſaid the girl, (who fancied her parents 


were ſettling her marriage) © you know 


© T ſhall be very happy to have any one 
'* whom you approve; but am particu- 
« larly fo, that it is Lalloo, whom J 


« confeſs I love. My dear nurſe,” faid 


The to the ſlave, (who fancied they had 


agreed to give her her freedom) © I am 
going to be married.” God pre- 
« ſerve thee !” ſaid the flave, © and may 
« heaven reward you all for ſuch a 
« liberal act! The Jinen-draper, not 
thinking it worth while to undeceive 
them, fetched his keys, and ran laughing 


In 
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In a ſeaſon of great drought, in Per- 
fa, a ſchoolmaſter at the head of his 
pupils marched out of Shirauz in pro- 
ceſſion, to pray for rain; when a hu- 
morous fellow aſked where they were 


going? the tutor told him, and ſaid, 


«© He doubted not but God would liſten 
« to the prayers of innocent children.“ 
« My friend,” faid the humourift, © if 
« that was the caſe, I fear there would 
« be no ſchoolmaſters left alive.“ 


 ———_ 


A preacher one day ſaid in the 
mimber (pulpit), that God would for- 
give the black for the ſake of the grey- 
bearded. © Heaven help me!“ faid a 
man with a red beard, I muſt, I 
e fancy, be condemned of courſe.” 


—— 


There 


_— — Ye _- _ —— — 
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There was a bad preacher, whom no 
one attended who had once heard him. 
Deſcending from the pulpit one day 
after ſermon, he miſſed his ſlippers, and 


accuſed the muezzin (clerk) of ſtealing 


them. © I am rightly ſerved,” aid 
the man, ©* for being the only one who 
ce ſtaid to hear thee.” 


— — 


A very bad performer once in a 
coffee houſe ſang repeatedly in a ſhock- 
ing tone, © Let a lover do what he 
« may, he is excuſeable.” The com- 
pany were offended at his diſcord, but 
he would not deſiſt. At length, a young 
fellow threw a cup of ſherbet in his 
face, and the. muſician being enraged, 
the humouriſt cried out, J am in love, 
J am in love, as all my friends here 
« well know.” The muſician was 
forced to retire from the cutting laughter 
of the company. 


— — 


A perſon 


1 


A perſon who had from great wealth 
fallen into poverty, chancing in a com- 
pany to ſneeze loudly, ſome preſent miſ- 


took it for a break of wind backwards, 


and uttering a curſe, abuſed him. The 
man laughed, and ſaid, How times are 
e changed! for when I was rich, if I 
« broke wind backwards, all in company 
* ſuppoſed I ſneezed, and cried, God 
* bleſs thee! but now, when I only 
*« ſneeze, they miſtake the matter, and 
« cry, God curſe thee.” 7 


— — 


A rich Shirauzee, a rich Shirwaunee, 
and a poor Cazveenee, went together on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca. When the holy 
ceremonies were finiſhed, the firſt, in 
gratitude for the completion of his re- 
ligious vow, manumitted his ſlave named 
Mubarik, and the ſecond liberated his 
female flave Rooſhana. © I,” ſays the 
cazveenee, © have no ſlaves to free; but 
I moſt cordially liberate my wife and 
e children 
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*« children from having any thing to do 
« with me.“ | 


—  —— 


Mahummud Umgir, a celebrated 
poet of Perſia, had through the impor- 
tunity of his friends, married an old and 
very ugly woman, who turned out alſo of 
a very bad temper, and they had conſtant 
quarrels. Once in a diſpute, the poet 
made ſome . compariſons between his 
wife and himſelf, and night and day. 
«© Curſe upon thy nonſenſe, ſaid the 
ſcold, © night and day were created 
ce long before us.” Hold a little,” 


aid the poet, I know they were form- 


« ed long before me, but whether bc- 


fore thee, admits of great doubt. 


—  —— 


A man married, and his wife when 
ſeen by him proved to be very ugly. A 
few days after the nuptials, ſhe ſaid to 
him, My life, as you have numerous 

cc relations, 
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ce relations, I with you would inform me 
« before whom of them I may unveil.“ 
« My ſoul,” ſaid the man, © if thou 
« wilt but conceal thy face from me, I 
te care not to whom thou ſheweſt it. 


— — 


The wife of a very poor man was 
going on a viſit of condolence; when 
the huſband ſaid to her, «© My dear, if 
« you go, who is to take care of the 
te children, and what have you left for 
te them to eat? She replied, «© As I 
© have neither flour, nor milk, nor but- 
© ter, nor oil, nor any thing elſe, what 
* canT leave?” © You had better ſtay 
ec at home then, ſaid the man, for 


e our's is the true houſe of condolence.”” 
9 


A profligate fellow ſaid to a woman, 
Let me kiſs thee, that I may know 
Wo «© who 


= The females of rank in Aſia appear unveil. 
ed only tc very near relatives. 
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cc who kiſſes beſt, thou, or my wife.” 
6 Go, and aſk my huſband,” ſaid ſhe, 
© for he can tell thee, as he has kiſſed 
* both of us.” | 


A miſer was aſked whom he thought 


the man of moſt fortitude. ** He,” ſaid 


the miſer, «© who can ſee the beards of 
* an hundred fellows wagging at meals, 


« and does not grudge them their 
<« meat. | 


— —— — 


A perſon aſked a miſer, when he 


might eſteem himſelf perfect in patience 


and forbearance. Whenever,“ faid 
the niggard, © thou canſt bear to ſee a 
« fellow break thy bread, and not break 
« his head.” 


nnn 
An inſolent beggar went to a rich 


man, and ſaid, © My brother, you 
« know 


E 


« know we are all the children of Adam 
« and Eve, and ought all to have a 
« ſhare in property alike. You are a 
« ſteward, ſo give me mine.” The 
rich man gave him a dirrim; at which 
he grumbled. *© My dear brother,” 
{aid the rich man, © make no noiſe, for 
« if all our other brethren ſhould hear, 
« and claim their ſhares, you will not 


« have half ſo much.“ 


— — 


An importunate beggar went to a 
miſer, and aſked for a garment, ſaying 
that his object was to have ſomething to 
remember him by. © My friend,” ſaid 
the miſer, „ as thy end is to remember 
« me, I ſhall give thee nothing; for I 
« am ſure thou wilt remember a refuſal 
* much longer than a gift.“ 


— — 


A poor man once came to a miſer, 


and ſaid, “ T have a boon to aſk.” 
| | cc 80 
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« So have I, ſaid the miſer, © grant 
« mine firſt, then I will comply with 
cc thine.” © Agreed,” ſaid the petition- 
er. © Well then, ſaid the miſer, my 
<c requeſt 18, that thou aſk-me nothing,” 


—— 


A glutton complained to a phyſician, 
that he was much afflifted with cholicky 
ſpaſms. © What haſt thou eat to-day,” 
ſaid Galen, „and how doſt thou gener- 
« ally live?” The glutton informed 

1 him that he had been at a feaſt, and 
| rather exceeded his uſual fare, which was 
fo and ſo daily. © Well,” faid the 
1 doctor, © if happily thou doſt not die 
« to- night, I would adviſe thee: to hang 
« thyſelf to-morrow, for death alone 
<« can rid: thee of thy complaints. 


— 


A religious enquired of a celebrated 
caſuiſt which point he ſhould look to 
when performing his devotional bathing 


in 


+ 


in the deſart. Towards thy clothes, 
replied the lawyer, © leſt they ſhould 
« be ſtolen.” 


——_— 


A patient complained to a phyſician 
of the windy cholic. What have you 
« been eating?” ſaid the doctor. Parch- 
« ed barley too little done,” replied the 
fick man. * Go, and conſult a farrier, 
ſaid the phyſician, “ for it is his buſineſs 


« to cure beaſts. 


— 


An aſtrologer was condemned to the 
gibbet, when ſome one aſked him why 
he did not foreſee his fate, and avoid it. 
J ſaw clearly, (ſaid he) that I was to 
« be exalted, but I did not enquire of 
« the ſtars how it was to be.” 


— 


A rich man who had conferred great 
favours upon a poet, was taken ill, and 
| FM continued 
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continued a long time indiſpoſed ; dur- 
ing which the ſon of verſe never viſited 
him. At length the patron recovered, 
and on the poet's coming to pay his 
reſpects, received him coolly, and aſked 
why he had not enquired after him dur- 
ing his illneſs. << My dear fir,” faid 
the poet, © hearing of your diſorder, I 
ce was ſo abſorbed in contemplations for 
ce the compoſition of your funeral dirge, 
« that I never thought of viſiting you.” 


— — 


Dulkhuk, a celebrated droll of the 
court of ſultaun Mhamood, had been 
guilty of a crime. The ſultaun com- 
manded him to be executed in his own 
preſence. The executioner waved his 
ſcymetar round the head of the criminal, 
who trembled with apprehenſion; on 
- which ſome pert lords of the court ſaid, 
« Thou wretched coward, man came 
te into the world in an inſtant, and muſt 
0b 80 out of it as ſuddenly. * That 


« is 
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is very true, ſaid poor Dulkhuk, 
« but as I am juſt now not prepared for 
« my exit, ahd your lordſhips are,* ſup- 
e pole one of you takes my place.“ 
The ſultaun could not reſiſt 3 
and pardoned Dulkhu k. 


—  _— 


A looſe fellow was brought as an 
evidence in a court of law, on a point 
of religion. One of the judges aſked 
him if he knew any thing of religious 
ceremonies. © Yes,” rephed he, I 
e underſtand them all.” Well,“ ſaid 
the judge, didſt thou ever waſh a 
* corpſe for the burial? My profeſ- 
* fion is that of a waſher of the dead; 
faid the man. What doft thou repeat 
in prayer, whilſt thou art dreſſing the 
© corpſe ?** rejoined the judge. Why 
© 1 always firſt ſay to the corpſe, Happy 
fellow, thou haſt now. eſcaped the 
chance of being croſs queſtioned be- 
© fore a judge.” 

| X 2 A pro- 
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A profligate infidel had embraced the 
muſſulmaun faith. When he was cir- 
cumciſed, the divines told him that he 
was now become as it were new horn, 
About ſix months after his converſion, 
he was accuſed, by ſome zealous neigh- 
bours, of neglecting the rites of religion, 
and not ſaying his prayers. © My dear 
friends, ſaid he, I am but fix months 
old, and did you ever hear of one 
« at my age being able to pray? 


— ——_ — —— 


A covetous, but very vain nobleman, 
employed an archite& to ere& for him 
a ſplendid mauſoleum. When it was 
finiſhed, he ſaid to the builder, Is there 
« any thing wanting to complete it?“ 
Nothing but your lordſhip's _ 
| e the architect. 


A pre- 


11 


A pretended wit was very free in 
playing his tricks upon a modeſt man, 
who told him, that he would do well 
not to make himſelf ridiculous. © My 
« friend,” ſaid the wit, „the materials 
« of my compoſition are ſuch, that 1 
« cannot help being ſo.” No!“ re- 
plied the other, thou art formed of 
« good materials, but they want to be 
« well beaten into decent form.“ 


— — 


Mola Subzwanee, a celebrated poet, 
relates, that once, in a town where he 
was unknown, he was cheated, and ap- 
plied for redreſs to the cauzee, who 
was notorious for corruption. On 
« my introduction,“ ſays he, „I cried, 
ͤVDo me juſtice.” What haſt thou 
brought me? exclaimed the magiſ- 
trate. “ Nothing,“ ſaid I, © for it is 
* unlawful to offer or accept a bribe.” 
* I have decreed otherwiſe,” ſaid the 
judge. I obſerved, , that to forfeit 
religion for worldly good, was not 
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prudent.” Friend, ſays he, ] 
know the want of money, but I know 
not the truth of religion.” My 
lord,“ replied I, “ ill-gotten riches 
will fink you, as they did Karoon; 
into the bottomleſs pit.” I would 


not believe ſo, exclaimed he, “ tho 


Moſes and Aaron were to tell me fo.” 
Conſider, ſaid I, “ that to-morrow 
may prove the day of judgment.” 
Friend, ſaid he, © we are inſtructed 
to let to-morrow take care of itſelf.” 


Well,“ continued I, “think of thy 


reputation. Fool,“ ſaid he, © who 
ever brought griſt to his mill by repu- 


tation?“ I ſaid, I had ten witneſſes 


to prove my claim.” «© That may 
be, ſaid he, „but unleſs thou feeſt 
me, I know ten others that will diſ- 
prove it.” I now departed, fays the 


poet, and on my return to court repre- 
ſented his behaviour to my patrons, who 


procured his diſmiſſion. 


* 


5 = * # 
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It is related, that Alexander the 
Great once, on an expedition, perceived 
an officer mounted upon a ſorry looking 
horſe, that ſeemed unfit for ſervice. 
Alexander himſelf rode a fiery ſteed, 
ſcarcely manageable. He abuſed the 
officer, for being ſo badly mounted, and 
ſaid, „What good canſt thou do me 
« in action, with ſuch a poor beaſt ?” 
« Pleaſe your majeſty,” replied the 
officer, «© I mean to keep my poſt ; but 
* you ſeem to me, from the choice of 
your charger, already prepared to run 
« away.” Alexander was ſo pleaſed at 
the repartee, that he immediately pre- 
ſented the officer with his own horſe, and 


all the magnificent trappings. 


— — 


At a banquet, when ſolving enigmas 
was one of the diverſions, Alexander 
ſaid to his courtiers, “ What is that 
which did not come laſt year, has not 


come this year, and will not come 
X 4 An 
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ec next year?” A diſtreſſed officer ſtart- 
ing up, ſaid, © It certainly muſt be our 
© arrears of pay.” The king was {6 
diverted, that he commanded him to be 
paid up, and alſo encreaſed his ſalary. 


— 


A ſoldier was flying in battle, when 
ſome of his friends called out, How 
*« canſt thou be ſo infamous? All thy 
« fellows witneſs thy diſgrace, and curſe 
te thee for a coward.” That may be,” 
faid the runaway, but I had rather be 


« curſed alive, than bleſſed as a dead 
« hero.“ 


— — 


A very greedy perſon at a feaſt, 
uſed his whole hand, that he might 


ſeize the larger morſels. For ſhame,” 
ſaid a gueſt, ©© the devil only uſes his 
| ce five 


n The orientals uſe not knives or forks, but 


take up their morſels with the thumb and three 
fingers of the right hand. 


ea 


« five claws at meals.” © What can I 


e« do?“ ſaid the glutton, « ſince God 


« has not given me ſix. 


— — 


A patient complained of a pain in 
his ſtomach. What haſt thou been 
« eating ?” ſaid the phyſician. © Bread 
« that was burnt,” replied the man. 
Upon this the doctor gave him a colly- 


rium for his eyes. I told you I had 
« the cholic,” ſaid the man. True, 


anſwered the phyſician, © but had thy 


« eyeſight been good, thou wouldft have 
« ſeen that thy bread was burnt.” 


— — 


A preacher in a moſque began the 
hiſtory of Noah, with this quotation 
from the koraun, ( have called Noah; 
but, forgetting the reſt of the verſe, 
repeated the ſame words over and over. 
At length, an Arab cried out, “ If 


* Noah will not come, call ſomebody 
cc elſe,” 


One 


— 


One of the Ommiad caliphs newly 
acceded to the throne, obſerved to 2 
courtier, that he wondered the people did 
not rejoice more, as upon his acceſſion 
the plague in Bagdad diſappeared, * Ah! 
* pleaſe your majeſty,” ſaid the wit, 
« God was too juſt to viſit us with 
e twa calamitics at once.” The caliph 
ſmiled, and made him a handſome pre- 
ſent. 


— — 


A certain man of learning ſays, © 
« was one day fitting with ſome friends, 
© when a woman came up, and ftared 
ce long earneſtly in my face; upon which 
6] deſired a ſervant to aſk why ſhe did 
«© ſo? Word was brought me, that ſhe 
« ſaid, My eyes to-day had been guilty 
ce of a great fault, and I reſolved to 
© mortify them by fixing them awhile 
«c * 15 
on thy ugly face 1 
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— — 


 Hafiz writes, I never was ſo morti- 
fied as one day, at the following mali- 
cious trick, A girl laid hold of me in 
the ſtreet, and led me to a painter's, to 
whom ſhe ſaid, Juſt ſuch as this man, 
and then ran off. I enquired of the 
artiſt what ſhe could mean by ſuch an 
expreſſion. He ſmiled, and ſaid, She 
had defired me to draw her a picture 
of ſatan. I told her I knew not in 
*© what form to repreſent him; and beg- 
«* ged ſhe would fetch me a model; 
e upon which ſhe went, and brought 
* you here.. 


— _ 


A beggar knocking at a door, the 
maſter of the houſe ſaid from within, 
© The women are not at home.“ I 
wanted a piece of bread,” cried the 
beggar, © and not to kiſs the women.” 


A ſchool- 
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— 


A ſchoolmaſter ſaid to his ſon, 
« What a dunce thou art!” „ If I was 
not, replied the youth, © I muſt 
« certainly be a baſtard.” “ 


— — 


A madman ftole unperceived into 
the audience tent of a certain ſultaun, 
and laid himſelf down upon the throne 
to ſleep. He was ſoon diſturbed by the 
attendants, and carried before the ul- 
taun, who commanded him to be baſti- 
nadoed. © God have mercy upon your 
«© majeſty,” exclaimed the madman, 
« for if I, who for having ſcarcely re- 
* poſed an hour upon a throne, have 
* merited ſuch puniſhment, what doſ 
« thou deſerve, who haſt reclined up0" 
ce it ſo many years?” The ſultaun wi 
confounded, diſmiſſed the lunatic, and 
became thoughtful on his own condition 


An 
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An impoſtor aſſumed to himſelf the 
character of the Deity, and was accuſed 
before the caliph, who ſaid, © It was but 
« [aft year that I put to death a pre- 
« tended prophet.” © You did right,” 
exclaimed the impoſtor, for I did not 
« ſend him.“ 


— — 


It is related that, during one of the 
prophet's campaigns, one of his follow- 
ers requeſted of him a camel to ride, as, 
from overmarching, walking was become 
difficult. The prophet replied, I will 
« give thee a camel's colt.” The man 
was vexed, and exclaimed, ©© What ſhall 
« I do, O prophet of God, with a colt? 
« I want a camel to ride, for I have 
not ſtrength to march on foot.” Ma- 
hummud ſmiled, and ſaid, Didſt thou 


*« ever ſee a camel that had not been a 
2 an Fe 


—— ; 


A per- 
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A perſon, one day, coming to the 
prophet, ſaid, My father wants thee.” 
The prophet replied, ce Is not thy fa- 
ec ther the man that has white i in his 
= eyes! 2” ce Certainly not,” ſaid the 
man ſurpriſed. Mahummud, ſmiling, 
faid, : Why, thou fooliſh fellow, didſt 
re thou ever ſee à man Whoſe eyes were 
c not ſurrounded by white?“ 

Mahummud and Ali were once eat- 
ing dates togethet, when the formet 
placed all the ſhells on the plate of the 
latter unperceived, and, when they had 
finiſhed, faid, © He who has moſt ſhells 
© muſt have eaten moſt dates.” © No,” 
ſays Ali, © he ſurely muſt have eaten 


* moſt who has ſwallowed the ſhells 
„ alſo.” “ 


— 
Some time before the divine com- 
mand to keep women from the public 
* view 
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view was revealed, the prophet and his 
wife, Ayeſha, were fitting together, 
when Zohauk, a celebrated and valiant 
chief of Medina, but who was hideouſly 
ugly, came to pay him a viſit. In the 
courſe of converſation he ſaid, © I have 
« at home, O prophet, two concubines 
« much excelling in beauty the woman 
© who fits by thee, and will, if thou 
* chuſeſt, give thee one of them. On 
this Ayeſha, affronted, ſaid, Pray, 
e who is handſomeſt, thou or thy 
e women?” © Bleſs thee,” faid Zo- 
hauk, © neither of them are equal to 
* me in beauty.” 


— — 


An Arabian once, in a moſque where 
Ali was preſent, ſaid his prayers in ſuch 
a improper manner of pronounciation, 
35 enraged the caliph, who, when he had 
ended, reproved him, and hurling his 
ſlippers at his breaſt, commanded him to 


repeat them; which the Arab did, with 
| great 


{ 338 J 


great propriety of tone and emphaſi, 
After he had done, ſays Ali, © Surely 
ce thy laſt prayers were better than the 
ce former.” By no means,” replied 
the Arab, for the firſt I ſaid from 
«© devotion to God, but the laſt from 
<< dread of thy ſlippers.” 


— — 


A Jew faid to the venerable Ali in 
argument on the truth of their religion, 
« You had not even depoſited your 

« prophet's body in the earth, when you 
« quarrelled among. yourſelves.” Al 
replied, © Our diviſions proceeded from 
be the loſs of him, not concerning our 
de faith; but your feet were not yet dry 
« from the mud of the Red Sea, when 
you cried unto Moſes, ſaying, Make 
* us gods like thoſe of the idolaters 
«« that we may worſhip them.“ The 
Jew was confounded. 


— 


52 
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A perſon complained to Ali, ſaying, 
« A man has declared he dreamt that he 
« ſlept with my mother, may I not in- 
« flict upon him the puniſhment of the 
e law? — what is 1t?” Ali replied, 
« Place him in the ſun, and beat his 
«ſhadow ; for what can be: inflicted on 
« an. imaginary crime but ,imaginary 
« correction?“ 


— 


A cavalry officer having had his horſe 
ſtolen, went about the ſtreets, enquiring 
after him. One ſaid to him, it was your 
own fault, why did you not take care of 
him? Another remarked, that it muſt 
have been the negligence of his ſlave in 
not locking the door; while a third ſaid, 
the porter of your inn was in fault in not 
watching the gate. Very true, ſaid 
the officer, „I find we were the only 
*« perſons guilty of offence, and that the 
e thief alone is free from fault. 


* A ſoldier 
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A ſoldier was riding a vicious mule, 
when ſtarting at ſomewhat in the road, 
the bridle broke, and he ran away, 
A friend meeting the ſoldier, enquir- 
ed where he was riding ſo furiouſly. 
«© Wherever my mule grin ſaid the 
ſoldier. 


„ — 


Aſſim relates, that Haroon was once 
eating his evening meal, when a roaſted 
kid was ſet before him. An Arab of 
the deſart paſting, the caliph ordered him 
to fit down and partake, which he did 
with a ravenons appetite. Why, thou 
«« teareſt the animal with ſuch fary,” 
ſaid Haroon, „ as if its fire had butted 
© thy child to death.. That is not 
rc the caſe,” replied the Arab ; * but 
cc thou lookeſt upon it with ſuch a 
e orudgeful and piteous eye, as if its 
e mother had given thee fuck.” 


— 


An 


. * 
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An half. ſtarved py was pad apes 
the defart, when ſuddenly he a a 
man who had ſpread his cloth by, the 
road-fide,. and was eating with a good 
petite. The Arab made the uſual 
flute, and fat down by him. * Whence 
« comeſt thou?”” ſays the latter. From 
« thy village,” replied the hungry . Arab, 
hoping for an invitation to Partake. 


> Didſt thou ſee 1 my houſe 2” continued 


„ / / / ww 4, / e 


8 * a well- built and handibme one it 
© ig, whoſe ſtories touch the lies, and 
e its courts are elegant as the courts of 

by paradiſe.” c Did you ſee my ſhep- 
* herd's dog d « Certainly ; and he ſo 
* well guards thy herds and flocks, that 
* the wolf dare not come near them.“ 
Did you ſee my ſon Khalid?“ © To 
* beſure; he was at ſchool, moſt cleverly 
reading the koraun in an eloquent tone 
* to his tutor. © How is the mother 
Y 2 +770 CE 
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cc of Khalid?“ „ Charmingly ; and 
ce there is not a more notable manager 
© or better talker in all Arabia, either 
« man or woman, or more celebrated 


ce for her charity and goodneſs.” Did 
cc you ſee my camel that fetches our 


© water?” „ Yes; and he is in great 
* order and firength. I | 


The man having heard all this wel 
come news of his wife, ſon, and pro- 


perty, was ſo pleaſed, that he began to 


eat with great reliſh, but did not aſk the 


famiſhed Arab to pick a bone. The 
mortified wretch, whoſe ſtomach now 
began to burn with the fire of hunger, 
was aſhamed of his late flattery, and faid 
to himſelf, It is neceſſary I ſhould addrels 


this miſerly glutton in another way. Jul 
then a dog paſſed, and, allured by the 


ſcent of the meat, ſtopped and waggel 
his tail. 


* 


6 


« Had thy poor dog been alive,” 
faid the hungry Arab, he would have 
« wagged his tail juſt in this manner.“ 
« Alas!“ ſaid the man, © is my dog 
« dead? how did he die?” „From 
« drinking the urine of thy camel,” 
id the Arab. Did my camel die 
« alſo ? exclaimed the eater. No,“ 
fad the Arab, < but they killed him for 
e the mourning repaſt of Khalid's mo- 
ether. „ Alas! is the mother of 
© Khalid dead?” © Yes,” replied the 
Arab. «© What illneſs occaſioned her 
e death?” «© Why, ſhe fo beat her 
head againſt the tomb of poor Khalid, 
that ſhe died of the bruiſes.” © Ah! 
„is my ſon Khalid gone alſo?” 
* Unfortanately ſo, ſaid the Arab, 
* for a violent earthquake having over- 
thrown thy manſion, he was cruſhed 
to death in the ruins,” When the ſurly 
glutton heard all this alarming intelli- 
gence, he deſiſted from eating, and, 
leaving all behind him, haſted homeward 
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as faſt as poſſible; while the hungry 


Arab fat down, and feaſted on his 


— — 


A ſyed had a quarrel, and in the 
courſe of diſpute ſaid to his antagoniſt, 
„How dareſt thou, fellow, to appoſe 
© and revile me, when thou art com- 
manded in the ſacred koraun, after 
<<. every prayer, to reverence and bleſs 
« me? for it is written, Thou ſhalt fay, 
O God! ſend bleflings upon Mahum- 
«© mud and his deſcendants.” True, 
ſaid the man, but the words pious and 
«« virtuous follow in the ſentence, and 
© thou art neither. 


| END OF TERS ANECDOTES. 
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LETTERS 
OF 
THE EMPEROR AURUNGZEBE, 
on, 
AULUMGEER or HINDOOSTAN. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following are tranſlated from a very 
numerous Collection of the Letters of the Em- 
jeror AURUNGZEBE, in three volumes, now in 
my poſſeſſion, entitled ADAUB AULUMGEEREE, 
or, COMPLIMENTARY EPISTLES of AULUM= 
CEER,* and were preſerved by his Meer Moeonſbi, 
or principal Perſian Secretary, They fully 
diſplay the artful character of that emperor ; 
who, under the cloak of zeal for religion, made 
his way to the throne of Hindoflan, by 
the depoſition and impriſonment of his father 
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* Conqueror of the world; which title Au- 


&UNGZEBE aſſumed on his acceſſion to the 
throne, | 
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SHAW JERHAUN, the execution of two of his 
brothers, and expulſion of a third, 


It is probable, that ſucceſs impreſſed his 
mind, as it has done thoſe of fanatics in every 
part of the world, with @ belief that he was 
peculiarly favoured by heaven. His zeal, hows 
ever, at length impelling bim to aft towards 
the Hindoos with the ſeverity authorized by the 
toraun againſt unbelievers in the Mabummedan 
faith, drove them to deſperation, Hence ariſe 
the combination of MHbaratta flates, and the 


downfal of the once illuſtrious family of T1MoUR, 


which began at the cloſe of his reign, and was 
very rapidly completed. 


b A full account of theſe events is detailed in 
the tranſlation of Fzsr1snTA's Hiſtory of Dek- 
kan, and of the Reigns of the later Emperors 
of Hindooſtan, from other authors, by JoXaTHAal 
SCOTT, publiſhed by Mr, SToCxDALE. 


— 


LETTERS, &c. 


LETTER J. 
AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW JEHAUN IN 
' CONFINEMENT AT AGRA. 


Aren offering the cuſtomary 
duty and regards, I repreſent to the 
ſublime audience, that the ſacred pages, 


(wholly written with the auſpicious pen) 


which conferred their honouring arrival 
by 
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by the hands of Matimud Khaun, in- 


formed me on the ſeveral points contained 
in them, both in verſe and proſe. Their 
contents have induced me, overcome by 
ſhame, — though of juſtifying myſelf J 
ſenſibly feel the difficulty and hardſhip, 
and on account of which I have ſo long 
declined ſending petitions, and ſhut the 
door againſt rumours and hearſay — to 
offer replies to the various allegations 
freely and plainly, in order that the real 
ſtate of affairs may appear, and the ne- 
ceflity of writing again upon the ſame 
ſubjects be done away. 


It cannot be unknown to your mind, 
enlightened as the ſun, that I have re- 
peatedly repreſented, if your majeſty 
would diſcontinue writing letters to ex- 
cite diſorders which can have no good 
effect, it would be moſt beneficial for 
the country. As your majeſty, notwith- 
ſtanding your profound wiſdom and 
judgment, neglecting the propriety of 

the 
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the requeſt, indignatitly declated I muſt 
not expect ſuch conceſſion from you, I 
judged it expedient to cloſe the doors of 
contention, by ordering the ſtubborn- 
backed eunuchs, the chief promoter of 
trouble, to my preſence. 


The verſes, tranſcribed a ſecond 
time by your pearl-ſhedding pen,“ are 
juſt, and applicable to late events.“ If 

pour 


© It 4s probable, that Shaw Jehaun, after his 
depoſal and confinement in the palace of Agra, 
employed the eunuchs of his haram (generally 
the moſt faithful and attached among the do- 
meftics of an Eaftern prince) to convey letters to 
lis old eourtiers, inviting them to rife and de- 
liver him from captivity, and the uſurpation 
of his hypocricical ſon. 

That is, in the emperor's own hand-writing. 

The verſes here alluded to were probably 
the following, which appear in a letter to Shaw 
hchaun, inſerted in the hiftory of his reign by 
Mahummud Saleh. They begin the letter. 

God only is mighty, and ſovereign without a 


! 0 . 
partner. Seeſt thou another exerciſing authority; 


"he is only deputed. 1. 
cc 18 
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your majeſty had not in the beginning 
of the troubles ſupported the eldeſt 
prince, (whoſe honour, ability, and 

5 10 piety 


His are the keys of the gates of conqueſt, and 
* of treaſures, By the ſtrength of his own arm no 
one has opened them. 

5% Art thou truly wiſe? conſult futurity, and not 
ce the periſhable goods of this world, which is full of 
< trouble. | | 

« This world floats on water, and the wiſe know, 
„that the ſtream has no fixture or ſtability,” 


After upbraiding Aurungzebe with his rebel. 
lion, Shaw Jehaun concludes his epiſtle with the 
following verſes. 


« Ah! thou who once wert an embryo in the 
<< womb, and next appearedſt an endearing infant; 
«© Gradually thou ſtartedſt up into youth, ſtraight 
« as the cypreſs, and of aſpe like filver ; 
«© At length, thou becamedſt of celebrated fame, 
% leader of the field, and hero of the combat; 
« Yet, what thou haſt ſeen has paſſed away, and 
* what thou now beholdeſt, will not remain. 
„ Ere the viciſſitudes of the world ſhall wreſt the 
© reins of ability from thy hands, be grateful for 
„ benefits, for God regardeth the grateful. 
„Let thy conduct to thy benefactor be gratefu|, 
„that the Almighty may grant all thy deſires.” 


f Dara Shekkoh, who was intended by Shas 
Jehaun as his ſucceſſor in the empire. Beins 
| betrayed 


1 


piety are perhaps by this time known 
alſo to yourſelf ?) had not exalted him to 
the higheſt rank and confidence, and, to 
fatter and appeaſe him, had not choſen 
to have diſgraced your other children ; 
parties would not have been formed 
among the courtiers, or deſpair have 
overcome hope. Moſt probably, in ſuch 
caſe, the flames of contention would not 
have blazed to ſuch a height, nor all 
this calamity have occurred. Ah me! 
my friend and my garments." 
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detrayed, aſter ſeveral defeats, into the hands of 
Aurungzebe, he was condemned as an apoſtate 
v the Mahummedan faith, by an aſſemdly of 
zealots, and beheaded. A moſt affecting, and, 
dare ſay, true account of this unhappy prince's 
misfortunes is given by the phyfician Bernier, 
who ſaw him in his diſtreſs. Vide Bernier's 
Voyage to Surat, in Churchill's Collection from 
Lord Oxford's MSS. 

$ Ironically meant. 

I cannot explain this proverb; but doubt- 
«ls it is of force in the Perſian. 
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Alas] that I ſhould be accuſed of 


having in my former letters written in l 
improper and diſreſpectful terms to your f 
majeſty ! God forbid, that even an a 
irreverent thought towards you. ſhould 
enter my mind. Probably, I may have * 
uſed opprobrious epithets when ſpeaking 4 
of my brother; and why ſhould ſuch be A 
underſtood as diſreſpectful to your ma. MI © 
jeſty? By what names does not your 5 
majeſty ſtill call Khooſſroo and Perweze, mn 
who departed to the place of non-exiſt- W 
ence long before the days of your acceſ- - 
fion to empire, and from whom to you Ro 
no injury or offence occurred ? * If cer- Mi 
tain perſons, whoſe enmity, paſt all - 
bounds, who repeatedly oppoſed me in 
battle, . upon themſelves the dif- 2 
Hhuonour m 
Jon 
; 3 Khooſiroo/ was the eldeſt brother of Shaw , 
Jehaun, by whom it is- ſtrongly ſuſpected he . 
was put to death. Perweze was the ſecond bro- tenet 
ther, who, when Shaw Jehaun rebelled againſt WI b 
kis father Jehaun-geer, commanded the armics have 
ſent againſt him, and was ſucceſsful. ame 


C39 ] 
honour-of flight, and the marks of whoſe 
wickedneſs are not yet expunged,* are 
mentioned by me in a way befitting their 
deſerts, and I ceaſe to name them with 


ceremony and reſpect, what crime can be 
attributed to me ? The favoured of the 


Almighty cannot be diſgraced. He 1s 
truly great whom God, according to his 


ſcripture, (He exalteth whomſoever He 
chuſeth ') bleſſeth under his auſpices, 
endoweth with dignity above his contem- 
poraries and equals, and having prepared 
for him by his ſole bounty the requiſites 
of diſtinction, rendereth him among 
mortals reſpectful and exalted.” 

2 2 Your 


* By this expreſſion it is certain that this 
letter muſt have been written before the expul- 
don of ſultaun Shujah from Bengal. | 
| © Quotation from the koraun. | | 

n Sad proof this, of the effect which the fanatic. 
denet of predeſtination among the Mahummedans 
has upon the mind. Inſtances equally baneful 
have not been wanting of the operation of the 
ame principle on the breaſts of Engliſhmen, and 
"her Europeans. Cromwell's cant, and that of 
"ls partizans, is not unlike that of Aurungzebe. 
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Your humble diſciple hath already 
repeatedly declared to your auguſt au- 
dience, that my obje& in marching to- 
wards Agra was not rebellion, or to 
depoſe the emperor of Iſlaum.“ The 
Penetrator of all ſecrets is my witneſs, 
that this unworthy and unlawful idea had 
never glanced on the mirror of my heart, 


As, during the extreme illneſs of your 
majeſty, the reins of power had dropped 
from your hands, and the eldeſt prince, 
who had not even the reſemblance of a 
mufſulmaun,* having obtained arbitrary 
rule and authority, exerciſed unlimited 

. controul, | 

The muſſulmaun religion. 

» Dara Shekkoh had prevailed upon Shaw 
Jehaun to allow great indulgences to his Hin- 
doo ſubjects, adopted feveral of their - cuſtoms, 
and even | compoſed: a bock . called Majmeli al 
_ Bharein, or Confluence of the two. Seas, in which 
is; attempted a union of the Mahummedan and 
Handoo religions. This gave great offence to 
muſſulmaun zealots, among: whom Aurungzeve | 
was, or pretended to be, moſt zealous, 
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controul, and revived the cuſtoms of 
infidelity and atheiſm throughout the 
empire ; thinking it lawful, politic, and 
juſt to overthrow his deſigns, I advanced 
to theſe parts. My firſt battle was with 
wicked infidels, who had deſtroyed 
moſques, and erected on their fites tem- 
ples to their idols.” The ſecond engage- 
ment was againſt the evil- acting atheiſts ;1 
and, as my intention was virtuous, in 
each, with an inferior force, I became 
ſucceſsful, and preſerved without a 


wound. 


As your majeſty, then regarding me 
as a criminal, endeavoured that the 
prince in diſpoſition like Pharaoh, com- 
ing again into the field, ſhould reillumine 
the countenance of atheiſm, and, in 


z 3 ſuch 


e Teſwunt Sing, the powerful raja of Rhatore, 
commanded in this battle; which was: fought 
near Oojein, the capital of Malwa, A. D. 1658. 

4 Meaning his brother Dara and his friends, 
whom he defeated, about twenty miles from 
Agra, in the ſame year, 
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ſuch caſe, the ſucceſs of the treacherous 
would have cauſed the deſtruction of the 


ſubjects and the empire; I, from neceſſity, 
relying upon juſtice and truth, ſubmitted 
myſelt to the heavy burden of govern- 


ment, the care of the people, and pro- 


tection of the venerated faith of the 
prophet ; than which objects, the viſeſt 
and moſt virtuous agree, there can be 
none more meritorious in this world, or 


which can be better guides to happineſs 
hereafter." | 


It was written by your majeſty, that 
ſeizing the poſſeſſions of another was 
contrary to religion. Surely it cannot 
be unknown to your mind, expanſive as 
the ocean, that the treaſures of kings and 
Tulers are for the good of the ſtate and 

religion; 


r Is there not ſome reſemblance between this 
cant, and the language which Shakeſpeare gives 
to our Richard the Third? alſo that of the 
manifeſtoes of a lately deceaſed northern empreſs 


upon her acceſſion to the throne ? 


361 1 
teligion ; not a perſonal property or in- 
heritance, From hence it is, that the 
zukkaut * of ſuch property 1s not given in 
charity. The Moft High commits them 
for a time to each of the accepted of his 
preſence, for the ſupport of mankind, 
and reſigns to ſuch choſen agent the reins 
of government ; that dealing with all 
according to the rules of juſtice, and 
regarding the rights of claimants with 
fairneſs and integrity, he may conſider 
himſelf merely as a truſtee for the pub- 
lic good. - Perhaps, the learned of this 
age, from fear or flattery, may not have 
informed your majeſty, that no one can 
caim the public treaſure as his ſole 


property. 


To conclude ;. as it is certain, that 
no occurrence iſſues from the conceal- 
ment of ſecreſy without a divine decree, 

Z 4 (which 


* The fortieth part of all private property, 
required by the koraun to be given annually in 
alms, 


1 


(which truth is evident to all) what 
cauſe is there that this important event, 
which certainly was by the will of God, 
and in which the force and power of 
individuals had no concern, ſhould be to 
me matter of obloquy and reproach? It 
is clear that it could not have happened 
without the command of the Ruler of 
the Univerſe, and the agency of Provi- 


dence was appointed for me, its forced 
and heſitating ſervant. ER 


Your majeſty is ſuperior to all in 
wiſdom and penetration; why then, diſ- 
regarding the ſource of theſe providen- 
tial events and divine occurrences, do 
you look for other cauſes ? Why, ſub- 
mitting yourſelf to the acts of the A.- 
mighty, of whoſe power this declaration, 
« God will do what pleaſeth him, and 
« command what he willeth, * is 2 
ſtriking teſtimony, do you not quit this 

unavail- 


© The depoſal and confinement of his father. 
v Quotation from the koraun, 


—- 


5 a. ,q0 Hail. PC a” 


(9 1 
unavailing path of complaint, full of 


danger,” that ſorrow and mourning may 
give place to eaſe and ſatisfaction; re- 
fignation and patience be not loſt ; or 
your ſituation, which cannot be altered, 
paſs away in vain imaginations. Your 
well known forbearance muſt be my 


apologiſt for this prolixity. 


Here ſeems to be conveyed a threat of death. 


LETTER II. 


AURUNGZEBE TO SHAWIEHAUN. 


—— — 


Aren offering the accuſtom- 
ed duty, I repreſent to the moſt ſublime 
audience, that the reſpectable firmaun, 
Full of reproaches, which was iſſued on 
the ninth of the preſent month, confer- 
red its honouring arrival, and what was 

written 


vou 
ſacr 
to 1 
tale 
imo 
of x 
mer 
with 
inſti 


of y 


LO 
written reſpecting the evil deeds of my- 


ſelf, who am overwhelmed in crimes, 
became known. 


It is not concealed from your mind, 
enlightened as the ſun, that I have never 
yet attempted to blazon the merits of 
my own actions; but have been always 
ready to acknowledge my faults, and 
am ſo ſtill. 


— — 


> — - 


Since the period of my arrival at 
years to diſtinguiſh good from evil, I 
have not neglected my utmoſt endea- 
vours to obtain the approbation of your 
ſacred mind, though thro' your partiality 
to my eldeſt brother, (who poſſeſſed no 
talents but an hypocritical flattery, a 
ſmooth tongue, and ſuperabundant vein 
of ridicule, and whoſe heart, in attach- 
ment to his benefactor, accorded not 
with his profeſſions ;) I, at his improper 
nſtigation, experienced repeated affronts, 


of which your former firmauns are ample 
proofs. 
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proofs. In the hope that unfeigned duty 


and ſubmiſſion would finally produce their WM | 
deſerved reward, I deviated not in the | 
leaſt from the path of loyalty and obe- 7 
dience. If your majeſty did but expreſs i 
ſatisfaction at my endeavours, I was . 
happy. However, as at ſuch times no N 
impreſſion was made by my ſincerity, nor < 
falſehood diſtinguiſhed from truth; as c 
the purity of my intentions and firmneſs e 
of my attachment were neglected, and p 
the flanders of my enemies prevailing, j 
the friend was not diſtinguiſhed from n 
the foe, nor right from wrong ; ſo that 
I was not eſteemed worthy of con- 
fidence or favour — now — that I have fi 
really been guilty of various affronts fe 
and diſreſpect, it is clear that your * 
majeſty will not expect good from m 
me, nor in future rely upon my word 
or actions. | 
; 
You mentioned the duty of children} - 
to parents, My patron, as in thi} 
Sh; 


world] 


1 


world no event occurs without the divine 
will and decree, no one can oppoſe the 
commands of heaven. What you ex- 
preſſed in the firmaun, has happened to 
many in former ages.“ What power 
have I, a weak mortal, to remove my 
head from the eternal order? God 
« acteth as he chuſeth, and command- 
« eth what he willeth.” From him 
every one obtaineth according to the 
purity of his intentions. As mine are 
juſt, I truſt, while I hve, to experience 
nothing but good. 


What was written relative to my 
iter,” is merely ſlander and fuſpicion; 
for when I arrived at Agra, and events 
happened which gave your venerable 
mind anguiſh and diſpleaſure, where was 

ſhe 


* It is probable, Shaw Jehaun's own rebel - 
lious conduct againſt his father is here alluded 
WO, 

Y Rooſhun Race Begum, ſecond daughter of 


Shaw Jehaun, who eſpouſed the cauſe of her 
brother Aurungzebe. 
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ſhe then? Alas! that during theſe few 
days, fince our meeting, rumour ſhould 
have opened her mouth in ſcandal. We 
never boaſted of our accompliſhments 
and virtues, like others; but, God be 


| praiſed ! their true characters are now 


known.* Purity of intention 1s ſeen by 
the Penetrator of ſecrets, who knoweth 
beſt what reſts in the hearts of his ſer- 
vants. What probability is there, that 
Shaiſteh Khan ſhould have written ſuch 
a report, or given a hint of fach ſuſpi- 
cion ? He is one of our houſehold ſer- 
vants, the claims of whoſe anceſtors are 
binding upon our family, which your 
majeſty well knows, and there are few 
his equals. As I have favoured ftran- 
gers, ſo have I alſo diſtinguiſhed him. 
It is not probable he would repreſent 

falſe 


* Meaning his brothers. h 
® .Son of Aſoph Jah, and brother in law to 
Shaw Jehzur, who married his fiſter, In the 


ſtruggle for empire, he embraced the cauſe of 
Aurungzebe. | 


tc 


ex 
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falſe accounts; ſo that what has been 


told you reſpecting him, muſt be un- 
true altogether, 


May your protecting ſhade be long 
extended over us! 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 
AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW JEHAUN, 


— 


Arrrx preſenting the cuſto- 

mary offering of duty and affection, I 
repreſent to the ſublime audience, that 
though it is long ſince, that ſenſible of 
my faults I have not, from much ſhame 
and diffidence, dared to place the foot of 
boldneſs 


11 


boldneſs in the path of petition, or to 
prefer requeſts; yet having lately been 
repeatedly honoured by preſents of fruit 
from your majeſty, I am become hopeful 
of your favour. $3] 


Having performed the proſtration of 
thanks, I repreſent, that ſuppoſing your 
majeſty did not at preſent feel pleaſure 
in muſic, and there being no fingers 
here, whoſe performances gratify my 
taſte; I wrote to the eunuch Phül, that 
having informed your majeſty, he ſhould 
ſend me the female fingers of my late 
eldeſt brother, who are now idle and 
uſeleſs in the haram. It does not appear 
to me, why this ſhould have hurt your 
gracious mind. If the cauſe is your 
wiſhing to retain them, I have others 
here, and they may remain with your 
majeſty. 


The verſe of the koraun, with the 


interpretation, ſent by your orders, ar- 
AAa rived. 


1 


rived.* It is not unknown to your un- 
derſtanding, enlightened as the ſun, (for 
J have repeatedly declared to your ma- 
jeſty, and now again, when the affair is 
concluded, aſſure you) that my aſſump- 
tion of my preſent perilous dignity, at 
the contemplation of the dangers of 1 
which any reflecting perſon muſt tremble oh 
with dread, was not through my own 3 
choice or ambition. How can the truly 
wiſe and virtuous, who believes in a 
future retribution, voluntarily accept ſuch 
a power, and, notwithſtanding the dif- 
ficulty he finds of governing his own 
paſſions, confent to take upon himſelf 
the burden of a world, and anſwer for 

its management in the day of general 

account ? As the affairs of the empire 

were fallen into diſorder, the ſubjects of 

every rank ruined by innovations, and 
the canons of our religion diſuſed; im- 
pelled by Providence, I with anxiety 
gave 


cu 


d Moſt probably ſome denunciation againſt un- 
dutiful and rebcllious children, 
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gave up myſelf to this important office, 
neceſſarily complying with the forms of 
royalty, without which, to tranſact affairs 
was impoſſible. As I have removed 
ſuch a heavy burden from your majeſty's 
ſhoulders to my own, relieved your pure 
mind from care-encreaſing buſineſs, ſet 
your heart at reſt, and involved my own 
in ſuch innumerable troubles and anxi- 
eties; — if you would look with the eye 
of impartiality, you would find cauſe for 
approbation in my conduct, inſtead of 
blame. Could another perſon have ma- 

naged ſuch affairs more ably than myſelf 
—alas ! that I ſhould become captivated 

in ſuch a ſhare ! I will not uſe further 

prolixity. 


May the happineſs of avoiding fu- 
türe puniſhment attend your majeſty |! 


AA2 LET- 
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LETTER IV. 


AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW JEHAUN- 


— — 


Anm the accuſtomed offerings | 
of duty and affection, I repreſent to the 
ſublime audience, that, after much lapſe 
of time, the ſacred pages written in your 


honoured hand, having caſt the rays of | 
deſcent | 


11 


deſcent in the neighbourhood of Bhind,* 
rave me a portion of honour in the 
peruſal of their contents, 


Your majeſty enquires the cauſe of 
my diſtance and coolneſs. It cannot be 
unknown to you, that at the commence- 
ment of the events which have occurred 
by the mandates of the moſt High, (as 
your majeſty had ſpent moſt of the hours 
of your life in experience of the viciſſi- 


tudes of fortune) I hoped, that, regard- 


ing ſuch occurrences as the decrees of 


heaven, you would not have ſtudied to 
overthrow my plans, and procure the 
ſucceſs of thoſe of other perſons.* Hav- 
ing founded my conduct upon the moſt 
virtuous baſis, I intended, after ceſſa- 
tion of our ſtruggles, to have ftudied 
entirely the ſatisfaction of your venerable 

aa 3 mind, 


A town about twenty-four miles ſouth-welt 
of Agra. | 


« Aurungzebe's brothers. 


— WED — * 
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mind, and by that means to obtain 
immortal reputation. 


Though I heard that the cauſe of 
the prevalence of oppoſition, and the 
failure of my deſigns, was from the in- 
terference of your majeſty, and that my 
brothers, acting by your ſacred orders, 
ſought my life, I attended not to reports, 
nor ſuffered my mind to ſwerve from 
the path of loyalty. At length, certain 
intelligence of your majeſty's unkindnels 
repeatedly reached me; and finally, the 
note written by you in Hindooeh, to my 
brother Shujah, which proved the de- 
ſtruction of him and his family. I then 
was convinced that your majeſty loved 
not me, and that, though the power was 
wreſted from your hands, you ſtudied 
that another ſhould vbtain rule, and my | 
endeavours, calculated ſolely for the ex- 
tenſion of religion, and the welfare of the 
ſtate, be rendered uſeleſs. From thus 

| deſign 


1 


deſign you were not to be moved, and 
ſtill remain obſtinately bent upon it. 


Driven to extremities, I was obliged 
to uſe the neceſſary caution 3 and becom- 
ing fearful of the arts of determined and 
powerful enemies, I could not execute 
what I intended.* To the truth of this 
declaration the Almighty is witneſs. 
As affairs have turned out, my mind can 
only be at eaſe when thoſe two rebels,* 
who, twice conſenting to the ſhame of 
defeat, have fled before me, ſhall have 
left the empire; or, by the blefling of 
God, being made priſoners, ſhall repoſe 
by the fide of my brother.* “ While 
«© the head of a rival in a kingdom reſts 
« upon his ſhoulders, that kingdom is 
« full of diſorder.” 


4 24 If 


© That is, give Shaw Jehaun his liberty. 

f Sultaun Shujah, and prince Mahummud, 
the eldeſt ſon of Aurungzebe, who had joined 
his uncle, 

s Dara Shekkoh, who was beheaded. 


Wo 
Tf it is the will of God that the fate 


of my enemies ſhall end in either of the 
above ways, I ſhall no longer uſe cau- 
tion, which will then be needleſs ; but 
till then, as it 1s clear that to truſt the 
profeſſions of the treacherous, after hay- 
ing repeatedly experienced their inve- 
teracy, can produce no effect but diſap- 
pointment and regret ; your majeſty's 
having your abdaur khaneh® in the 
ghooſſul khanch,' now you reſide entirely 
in the mhal,* cannot be permitted. The 
ſeal was placed upon your wardrobe 
ſolely on account of Mamoor's ' having 

ſacrificed 


» Literally water-room; the apartment in 
which water, ſherbets and ices, alſo fruits and 
confectionary, are kept and uſed. 

i Bathing apartments, 

* The ladies apartments; to which, from the 
above, Shaw Jehaun muſt have been reſtrained 
when this letter was written. 

! The eunuch's name who had charge of it, 
and was put to death for conducting the pri- 


vate correſpondence of Shaw Jchaun above-meu- 
tioned, 


11 


ſacrificed his life. Now another is ap- 
pointed in his room, the uſual raiment 
will be brought you without fail. 


May grace to avoid eternal puniſh- 
ment be your friend! 
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LETTER V. 


AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW JEHAUN, 


— 


A FTER offering the uſual duty 
and affection, I repreſent to the ſublime 
audience, that the ſacred pages written 
in your gracious hand on the 18th of the 
preſent month, made their honouring 
deſcent, and alſo what you wrote * 

the 
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the eunuch Wooffa out of extreme anger, 
became known. 


Fully ſenſible of my faults, I know 
not what remedy to invent, that will 
preſerve me from being accuſed of ſuch 
matters,” if your majeſty, notwithſtand- 
ing my repeated and humble requeſt that 


you would forbear iſſuing ftrife-exciting 


letters, will not caſt the eye of aſſent on 
my petition. You have publickly ex- 
claimed, © He muſt not expect from 
*© me what he ſhould only demand from 
© his own children. Let him forbear 
te to defire what is impoſlible.” Of 
this, the writing brought me by Hoory 
Khanim“ is a proof. In this caſe, if, 
acting with proper caution, I diſperſe 
not the cauſes of diſorder, and remove not 
from the enlightened preſence the treach- 

erous 


m Probably Shaw Jehaun had accuſed him of 
intending to ſhorten his life, by the ſtrictneſs 
of confinement. 


Some lady of the haram, ſo called. 
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erous eunuchs by whoſe interventions 
improper papers are ſpread abroad, what 
muſt I do? Alas ! but that your majeſty, 
pitying theſe people, would forbear em- 
ploying them in a buſineſs which can 
have no end but trouble and danger, that 
you would regard good policy; ſo that 
at the inſtigation of neceſſity ſuch pro- 
ceedings might not become unavoidable 
to me, or puniſhment fall upon them, 
At all events, you muſt overlook the 
fault of Woofta, and recall him to your 
preſence, that he may attend you like 
the reſt of the eunuchs. I have written 
concerning Mohirrum, that he be not 
prevented from entering your apart- 
ments; but if he too, under colour of 
fidelity, ſhould a& treacherouſly, he ſhall 
ſpeedily be filenced, 


Reſpecting the charge of your kitch- 
en, I have already written that another 


be placed in it, in room of Mamoor, 
who 
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who has ſacrificed his life. Your ward- 
robe will be repleniſhed as heretofore. 


May God, diſpoſing your majeſty to 
look favourably on me, who have been 
guilty of no crime, but obedience to the 
mandates of Providence, give me grace 
to avoid the judgments of the world to 
come |! * 


o This letter muſt have been written in con- 
ſequence of the impriſoned emperor having 
angrily complained of ſome new reſtriftions laid 
upon him, and of the removal of ſome faithful 
domeſtics from his perſon, occaſioned, probably, 
by Aurungzebe's detection of Correſpondence be- 
tween his father and the old courtiers. 
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LETTER VI. 


AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW JEHAUN, 


— — 


Arrzx paying the uſual of- 
ferings of duty, I repreſent to the moſt 
ſacred audience, that the ſublime fir- 
maun, written altogether in your majeſ- 


ty's own hand, which was iſſued on the 


ſeventh inſtant in anſwer to my petition, 
conferred 


1 


conferred its honouring arrival. From 
the peruſal of the letters from the pearl- 
ſhedding pen, my eyes received immea- 
ſurable luſtre, and my heart ſatisfaction 
and perfect gladneſs. God be praiſed 
that your majeſty enjoys health and re- 
poſe ! 


Health to my aſſiſting benefacor ! 
Of my own ſhame and regret what can 
be ſaid by me? who, impelled by the 
decrees of heaven, through the divine 


will am fallen into fuch a dangerous 


whirlpool, and afflicted with external 
and internal troubles. They are already 
fully known to your majeſty. I pray 
earneſtly at the throne of the Eternal, 
that having found grace to ſtudy the ap- 
probation of your ſacred mind, alſo op- 
portunity to repair paſt errors, and obtain 
forgiveneſs of my crimes, I may perform 
ſuch duties as will gain me your ap- 
plauſe.? I alſo venture to hope, from 

the 


b This reminds us of Cromwell's ſeeking the Lord. 


—— — Ge. 
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the clemency and forbearance of your 
majeſty, that ſuch a criminal as myſelf 
may be remembered in your prayers. 


In reſpect to public affairs, as I have 
already frequently repreſented to you, I 
am in perplexity, and what regrets do [ 
not feel? Whenever the eunuch 1s want- 
ed to write letters, iſſue orders, that he 
may attend to your ſacred commands. 


1 From this it appears, that the uſe of writ- 
ing mater:als was prohibited Shaw Jehaun, ex- 
cept in preſence of this eunuch, a confidential 


ſervant of Aurungzebe's. 
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VII. 


INTERCEPTED LETTER FROY SHAW JE- 
HAUN, WRITTEN DURING THE SIEGE 
OF AGRA BY AURUNGZEBE TO MAHA- 
PUT KHAN. | 


— — 


Lr the renowned in valour, of — 
high rank, chief of faithful dependants, | 
Mahabut Khan, ſupported and honoured ö 

B b by | 


. * 2 | | 
F This nobleman was at that time viceroy of the i | 


province of Cabul, and frontier diſtricts between | | 
Perſia and Hindooſtan. ll 


| 
| 
: 
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by the imperial bounty - know- that 
from the inſtability of fortune, and the 
treachery of rebels, fatal injuries have 
occurred to our authority, of which, 
probably, he has already heard; alſo of 


the unworthy conduct they have exer- 
ciſed, and ſtill purſue. 


My oppreſſed ſon, Dara Shekkoh, 
ſince his defeat has moved towards 
Lahore; and I know not in this vain 
world a faithful friend, who, regardleſs 


of perſonal advantages, conſults only 
true honour, except yourſelf, the worthy 
ſon of the great Mahabut Khan. To 
you, therefore, I diſcloſe the ſorrows of 
my mind, and look for their cure. 


When the Khoraſaunees * had ſur- 

rounded my father Jehaungeer (now in 

paradiſe 

This appellation here means the emperor's two 
tons Aurungzebe and Moraud. 

This appellation means the celebrated Noor 


Jehaun, empreſs to Jehaungeer, and her, depen- 
dants, who were inimical to Shaw Jehaun. 


the 


lee 
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paradiſe), and deprived him of power ; 
from what diſtance, and with what rapi- 
dity, did not Mahabut Khan haſten to 
relieve him from the hands of his infet- 
nal enemies | Having kept him ſome 
time under his own cofitroul, he gave 
him renovated power on the throne of 
empire, and reſcued me from the cell of 
wretchedneſs and path of trouble, after 
my father's death, conducting me to 
the capital. 


The preſent criſis of affairs is more 
difficult, and there is no nobleman, but 
yourſelf, of experienced conduct and 
valour, worthy to be intruſted with fuch 
important concerns. My beloved Dara 
will halt at Lahore, where there is no 
want of money, men, and horfes. Can 

B b 2 it 


An intereſting account of theſe tranſactions, 
and the conduct of - Mahabut Khan, father of 
the nobleman addreſſed in this letter, may be 
een in Dow's Hiſtory of Hindooltan, Vol. III. 


ad reign of Jchaungeer. 
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it poſſibly happen, that Mahabut Khan, 
at dread of whom mortals tremble, 
while his ſovereign Shaw Jehaun is in 
the hands of traitors, will not fly to his 
relief, bring the two undutiful rebels 
(his ſons) to the deſerved puniſhment 
of their actions, and reſcue his maſter 
from a priſon? Surely he will feel that 
virtuous fame is ſuperior to the treaſures 
of Karoon,” and all the honours of an 


unſtable world. I expect this from you, } 


as heroes will thus act. 


I have written to my ſon to truſt | 


himſelf with you, as the reftorer of his 
fortunes, and my deliverer. This world 


is unſteady, and never was conſtant to | 
any one; but a good name will always | 


be recorded on the pages of time. 


How can it be, that Mahabut Khan | 


ſhould bear to ſee his ſovereign in con- 


finement ? and the wretch, who ſpread | 
the | 


w A rich miſer, mentioned in the Koraun. 
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the ſnares of treaſon, enjoying the throne 
of empire! If it be poſſible that you, 
ſo diſtinguiſhed in the ftate, ſhould 
connive at ſuch treachery, remember, 
the day of judgment is near, and I 
ſhall be your accuſer. 


B b 3 LETTER 


LETTER VIII.“ 


AURUNGZEBE TO SULTAUN SHUJAH. 


—— 


i Ar this period, our beloved bro- 
ther, dear as life, (Moraud Bukſh) out 
of 


| * This and the following letters were written by 
q Aurungzebe to his brothers, ſiſter and father, before 
: his uſurpation of the empire; and may ſerve to 
| ſhew the diſſentions and jealouſies which led to 
the dethronement of Shaw Jehaun, 
7 
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of uranimity and cbncord, has written 
to mie bft ſeveral pofiits, requeſtitig r my 
opimom upon them: diid I have fent by 


his nieffenger - in feply, what ippeated 
to my mind moſt proper. 


As it is right you fh6uld be in- 
formed bf the ava circurnſtances, 1 
ſend your the particulars of eack queſtion, 
and my aufwer; which if, on perufat, 
you? approve, it is well; otherwiſe, you 
il Write me what ſeems proper to 
your better judgment, that I may com- 
municate it to him. 


Fe writes fir x, that we ſhoult 
e not give the enemy Dara Shekkoh) 
« leiſure to prepare; becauſe, if the 
i people become attached to him, ant 
« he obtains an influence, (may it 


c 


A 


„ him may be difficult. On this ad- 
count it is proper to fix a day of 
march towards Agra, ſo that we may 

Bb 4 « all 


cc 


never be his fortune !) to circumvent 
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all three join our forces at an ap. 
«« pointed place; but if this motion is 
« not at preſent in my opinion prudent, 
% J ſhould write him my reaſons for 
« ſo thinking.” 


1 have written in anſwer, that the 
ideas of our dear brother are juſt, and 


that I think we ſhould act while our 


enemy is not completely prepared; yet 


as the news of the unavoidable event 


(the death of Shaw Jehaun) 1s not yet 


arrived, but, on the contrary, ſigns of 
his recovery daily increaſe, to move and 


engage openly in active meaſures, would 
be juſt now improper ; that it would 
have been moft prudent for our brother 
to have waited for certain intelligence, 
before he had excited the ſtorm of in- 
ſurrection; that he ſhould not have 
ſent an army to Surat, or have beſieged 


the fortreſs, However, as the matter 


had 


1 Moraud Bukſh had now thrown off his al- 
legiance, and beſieged the Citadel of Surat. 


8 =" _ ink! —— — — — 
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had been carried to a point it ought not, _ 
he ſhould reduce the place as ſpeedily as 
poſſible, that all the forces levied might | 
attend his ſtirrup, and that I would, 
when my determination ſhould be made, 
inform him of the hour of my march. 


Secondly he writes, As from the 
reports of my agent it ſeems to be 
the plan of the enemy not to break 
immediately with us brothers, but, 
from views of policy, to court our 
*« friendſhip ; if overtures of this nature 
“ ſhould be ſent to me, how ſhall I 
« reply to them?“ 


In anſwer to the above queſtion I 
wrote, that though no reliance ſhould be 
placed on ſuch profeſſions, and it was 
ſcarcely probable they would be made at 
all now our dear brother had drawn afide 
the veil from his intentions ; yet, ſhould 
they come, not to give the reins of 
gentleneſs and moderation from his 

hands 
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hands; but to write what might oecaſion 
the {elf-fecurity of the enemy, and, by 
this foothing charm, to lull him into 
hare-fleep, would be moſt politic and 
prudent; and occaſton no detriment to 
our ſettled purpoſe. 


Thirdly he writes, „It has been 
agreed, that if the enemy attacks 
<< either of us, the two others ſhall aſſiſt 
in preventing the execution of his 
* n Should an attack happen, 

© what is to he the mode of ſuccour, 
« and how. fall we 8 each 


cc Other?“ 


I wrote in anſwer, that our treaties 
would remain as before; and, by God's 
bleſſing, no departure from them could 
occur. If the impious enemy ſhould 
threaten him, I would inſtantly” advance 
by the way of Boorahaunpore, and that 
you would move from - Patna!;* ſo that 

ELL | ö 7 the 
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the chief of atheiſts * ſhould not be able 


to direct the whole of his force to one 
quarter. In like manner, ſhould he 
turn the face of misfortune to other 
parts, the pillars of his ſecurity and con- 
fidence would be thus ſhaken. 


Such are the particulars of the que- 
ries, and of my replies. I hope, that 
having conſidered them in your ſublime 
mind, you will ſpeedily inform me of 
the reſult of your judgment.“ 


= Dara Shekkoh. 
2 It is probable, that before this letter arrived, 
Sultaun Shujah, wiſhing to be beforehand with 


his two brothers, had marched. towards Agra, 


under pretence of reſcuing his father from the 


controul. of Dara Shekkoh. 


LETTER IX. 


AURUNGZEBE TO MORAUD BURS H. 
— — 


USUAL INTRODUCTION, 


You x affectionate letter, ſent by 
Ruh Oollah, the friend of Alleh Ear, 
beſtowed the pleaſure of arrival in the 


moment of expectation, and informed 


me of its contents. My mind received 
infinite ſatisfaction from the knowledge 


of your intentions. 
J have 
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I have written a full reply to your 
ſeparate paper, of which you will ere 
now be informed. Let not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion or diſtruſt invade your mind, 
for, by the bleſſing of God, not the 
ſmalleſt point of the articles of agree- 
ment ſhall be negleted. Ruh Oollah is 
worthy of confidence, What can I write, 


that will expreſs the ardency of my 
affection ? 


May the Almighty bleſs me by a 


happy meeting with my beloved bro- 


ther! Health!“ 


» Moſt probably this was written immediately 
before Moraud's march from Guzarat. 
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AURUNGZEBE'S TREATY WITH HIS 
BROTHER MORAUD BUKSH, AC- 
COMPANYING THE LAST LETTER, 


Ar this period, uſhering in good 
fortune and promiſing an happy conclu- 
ſion, which is as the dawn of the ſun 
of proſperity and ſucceſs, and the criſis 
of power and authority—when the lofty 
ſoaring eagle of the world-reducing 


genius has expanded his wings in purſuit 
of his object — namely, to exalt the 


ſtandards 


4 


ſtandards of the true faith of the prince 
of prophets, upon whom be benedictions 
—our virtuous intent is wholly directed 
to the undermentigned points—that, by 
the exertions of our victorious cham- 
pions, and the ſtrong arms of our trium- 
phant heroes, the thorns of atheiſm 
and irreligion being rooted out of the 
ever-blooming garden of Iflaam, the 
chief of apoſtates (Darah Shekkoh) 
with his followers. and corrupters may be 
annihilated. Alſo, that the duſt of 
contention may be allayed among the 
natives of the extenſive regions of 
Hindooſtan, emblem of paradife, which 
have till now been. preſerved from the 
ſchiſm, of infidehty, and ſecured within 
the pale of faith, by the auſpices and 
pigus warfare of our glorious. anceſtors; 
for which, may the moſt high God 
reward them with ſalvation, and the 
faithful bleſs their memories 


Our 


h 
| 
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Our brother, dear to us as life, moſt 
wiſe, fortunate, and glorious, having 


acted by the inſpiration of true wiſdom, 
the . conſequence of divine favour, and 
Joined us in this meritorious undertak- 
ing, has ratified the ties of alliance and 


concord with ſacred oaths. He agrees, 


that after the overthrow of the enemy of 
our religion and authority, and the eſta- 


bliſhment and regulation of the imperial 


affairs, he will remain conſtant in the 


path of attachment, and at all times 
prove our friend and ally. Being a 
friend to our friends, and an enemy to 
our enemies, he will not at any time act 
contrary to our wiſhes; but remaining 
ſatisfied with that part of the empire 
which we now leave to him agreeably 
to his requeſt, will not demand more. 


Therefore, out of our abundant kind- 
neſs and affection, and regarding the 
points he has engaged to obſerve, it is 
written with our auguft pen, that, by 

God's 


friendſhip, concord, and alliance, our 
affection towards him will daily increaſe ; 

and eſteeming our advantage and loſs 
mutual, we will at all times obſerve our 
agreement of affiſtance, and the articles 
of mutual intereſt and unity, in the 
utmoſt extent. 


The kindneſs and affection we now 
profeſs for him, after the attainment of 
our wifhes and the deſtruction of the 
abominable atheift, {Dara Shekkoh) ſhall 
be continued, and even increaſed ; nor 
will we negle& a fingle point of our 
declarations. To ſubſtantiate our en- 
gagements formerly ſtipulated, we will 
refign to our dear brother the provinces 
of Lahore, Cabul, Kaſhmeer, Moultaun, 
Bhukker, Tatta, and all thoſe parts to 
the ſhore of the Perſian Gulph, without 
reſerve, after the completion of the overs 
throw of the wicked atheift, and eradi- 
Te cation 
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eation of the--thorns and briers df eon 
tention and ſchiſm from the garden of 
our empire, beſtowed upon us by God; 
till which period the accompaniment of 
that ſhoot of the tree of empire and 


good fortune is indiſpenſible. We will 
then without delay diſmiſs him to thoſe 


parts, nor make the leaſt e to 
detain him. | 


Jo the fincerity of the above decla- 
rations, we call God and. his beloved 
prophet, as witneſſes ; - and, for the 
greater ſatisfaction and reliance of our 
dear brother, have ornamented them 
with our ſeal, and the impreſſion of our 
auſpicious hand.* 


© Among the Moguls, and, I believe, over all 
the muſſulmaun world, it is cuſtomary to ſtamp 
the impreſſion of the hand on ſalemn treaties. 
It is made by an infuſion of ſaffron, or turme- 
rick, rubbed on the palm and fingers. This 
ſtamp is ſymbolical of the five members of "the 
prophet's family, namely, Mahummud, his daugh- 
ter Fatima, her huſband Ali, and their ſons 


. and Houſſein being called as witneſſes. 
By 
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By this treaty it appears, that Aurungzebe 
was to poſſeſs the ſupreme power, and Mo- 
raud to hold the provinces mentioned in it 
under him. Moſt probably it was ratified on 
the junction of the brothers near the Nerbudda 
river, the day before the battle of Oojein, which 
was fought on the 22d of April, 1658. The 
treaty fully contradicts the reports which have 
crept into European hiſtory, of Aurungzebe's 
promiſing to acknowledge his brother as em- 
peror. They do not appear in the relations of 
any, native writer that I have peruſed, - -- , 


The cordiality between the princes, however, 
did not long continue ; and ſoon after the de- 
poſition of Shaw Jehaun, Moraud Bukſh was 
ſurprized by his brother, and confined in the 
fortreſs of Gwalior ;.. where, * after. ſome years 
impriſonment, he was put to death by the ſen=, 
tence of the law, for the execution of a trea- 
cherous officer many years before, when he was 
governor of the province of Guzarat. The 
apologiſts of  Aurungzebe ſay, that, Moraug, in- 


tended to have dethroned him. $7 
. R * 


How happy this country! where the. laws of, 
primogeniture : prevent the evils? to , the ſubject, 
and crimes of the children, . from partiality, in 4. 
father, and jealouſy. in his offspring , +4 


«> . Sa% 


. 
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LETTER X. 


AURUNGZEBE TO HIS SISTER JEHAUN- 
ARA BEGUM.* 


Y, ux affectionate friend, anxious 
for an interview, after offering his 


ſincere reſpects, infarms you, that =_ 


The eldeft daughter 0 of Shaw Jehaun, who 
enjoyed his full confidence, and by her influence 
over him directed, in the retirement of the 
haram, many of the meaſures of the fiate. 
Dara was her favourite brother. She remained 
with her father, during his confinement, till his 
death; after which, Aurungzebe treated her 
with the greateſt affection and reſpect. 
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kind letter, written with the pen of fa- 
vour in anſwer to my petition, having 
made its exhilarating arrival on Wed- 
neſday, the 2d of Ramzaun, afforded 
my friendly heart much ſatisfaction. 


It was written that his majeſty, be- 
ſides the jaghire,* had given me Bug- 
gellana.® I have offered my grateful 
thanks for this mark of the royal bounty, 
and may God for ever keep extended 
over the heads of his dependants the 
heaven-like ſhade of his majeſty ! You 
tell me, that orders are iflued for my 
having half my income in jaghire and 
half in money. My patroneſs, though 
to trouble his majeſty, who knows all 
affairs, on ſuch trivial matters, ſeems 
diſreſpectful and importunate, yet, as to 
provide the requiſites of ſervice is in- 
diſpenſible, I muſt unavoidably repreſent 

263 ſome 


A temporary grant of lands. 
A diſtrict in the province of Khandeſhe, border- 
ing on Dekkan, the ſouthern part of Hindooſtan. 


| 
i 
5 
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fome particulars, on which; whitever'the 
Hicred judgment may determine muſt bo 
right. :You hint at ſome impediments: 
in the fixing my jaghire ; God willing, 
J wil. petition on that point after my 
interview; which, as it is the chief ob- 


ject of my wiſhes, will, I N Tow 
take _ | 


Tonight the . khan Tiny his 
journey to court, and raja. Jey Sing, 
with ſome other officers, accompanied 
him. I cannot expreſs the greatneſs of 
my anxiety for a meeting; but this 1 
know, that my heart is impatient.“ 


LETTER 


= This letter was evidently. written at the time 
when Aurungzebe was appointed to the com- 
mand of the army againſt Candahar, from k 
. of Dekkan. | - 


. — — — 
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AURUNGZEBE TO HIS SISTER JEHAUN- 
ARA BEGUM. 


— 


176 Voun kind letter, expreſſive of 

regard, arriving at a moſt auſpicious in- | 

ſtant, gave me infinite pleaſure. It was | 

written that you had informed his ma- 
jeſty of my giving up the journey to 

Tatta, owing to the floods and tempeſt- 

CC 4 uous 
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uous weather; and of my deſign to viſit 
Bhukker, which alſo, as the weather was 
ſo indifferent, he deſired might be defer- 
red. My patroneſs, it was my intention to 
move on a hunting party * towards Bhuk- 
ker, and inſpect the ſtate of the country 
on my route ; but as I heard the ſcarcity 
of grain was great in that quarter, and to 


have gone by water would have been 


hazardous, and by land, (though from 
the bounty of my father I could have 
had 


> The hunting parties of the princes of Hin- 
dooſtan conſiſted of their whole court, and 
an attendant army through particular provinces, 
during the cool ſeaſon from November to the 
end of March, In the well-ordered days of the 
Mogul empire, they were not parties of mere 


amuſement, but progreſſes of examination into 


the Rate of the diſtricts vifited, and the conduct 
of their governors. Ample allowance was always 
made the farmer for the miſchief done by hunt- 
ing, and frequently exemplary inſtances of puviſh- 
ment were inflited on the oppreſſors of diſtant 
ſubjects, who, but for theſe occaſional viſits of 
their chief governors, could not have had redreſs. 
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had every convenience of Khuſskhanes,? 
&c.) my followers and cattle would have 
ſuffered much from extreme heat, I laid 
the journey aſide. 


It was written with the pen of kind- 
neſs, that his majeſty had ſaid, What 
« he meant to give me, he had given, 

« which 


i Curtains, or fkreens, woven of the roots of a 
ſweetly-ſcented graſs. They are placed at the 
openings (doors and windows) of a tent or 
houſe. On theſe water is conſtantly thrown on 
the outſide, which, by evaporation, renders the 
ſpace within delightfully cool; while without 
doors, any perfon but the water-Carriers, who 
are kept cool by their leathern bag and its ex- 
udation upon their naked bodies, (ſo they are, 
with the exception of a cleth round their loins) 
would be parched even to the peeling off of 
the ſkin. Europeans, on their firſt acquaintance 
with India, from ignorance, deſpiſed this con- 
venience, and fell martyrs to their obſtinacy. 
The uſe has for the latt twenty years been 
adopted, and ſaved many thouſand lives, The 
Khuſskhaneh is properly a ſmall tent, made 
entirely of the ſweetly -ſcented grafs roots, and 
only to be enjoyed by the rich. It affords per- 
lume, as well as coolneſs. From theſe roots a 
favourite 
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«© which if I could not keep, what could 
«. he do!“ alſo, that he had command. 
ed. Jumlut al Moolk to preſent him a lift 
of all the preſents conferred upon me 


fince his mg s acceſhon to the pre- 
ſent day. 8 


Health 
favourite ottir or eſſential oil is extracted. At 
a much leſs, nay a trifling expenſe, the defired 
coolneſs is obtained, by covering very flight 
lattice frames of the common bamboo with 2 
ſpecies of furze, (theſe are called tatties) on 
Which the water is ſprinkled, as above-mention- 
ed. They are fitted to the doors and windows 
of a barrack or tent, Our common ſoldiers now 
enjoy this delightful accommodation in canton- 
ments and camp. Bengal, and the lower. parts of 
Bahar, do not require it. North-weſt of Patna, the 
capital of the latter province, the hot winds, which 
conſtantly prevail from April till nearly July, make 


it neceſſary. The rains then ſet in. This hot 


wind is always from the weſt. Water or wine, in 
this ſeaſon, is in a few minutes. made frigidhy 
cool, by a wet cloth tied round the veſſel or 


bottle. The breeze generally ariſes about eight 


0 clock, and blows ſherply till ſun- ſet. After that 
it grows calm, and all is ſultrineſs and laſſitude, 
till the * yet 2 *** riſes again. 


WELLES 

Health to my kind patroneſs !'/The 
royal favours - and bounties, like the 
bleflings of heaven, are innumerable; 
« If each hair of mine was a tongue then 
te ſcarcely could I expreſs thy favour and 
« kindneſs.” However, God be praiſ- 
ed! I, like other dependants, have no 
pleaſure in buying jewels or brocades ; * 
but whatever has been beſtowed. upon 
me by his -majeſty's favour, I have ex- 
pended in ſupporting my army. Before 
and after the expedition to Candahar, I, 
agreeably to the royal orders, entertained 
five thouſand horſe at advanced pay, and 
never willingly let complaints of arrears 
reach the imperial ear. The preſent 
diſtreſs of my troops has been thus oc- 
cafioned : formerly I received ten months 
pay in money, but the jaghire conferred 
upon me fince, ſcarcely. affords the a- 
mount of ſeven. . Excluſive of this alſo, 
in the three laſt harveſts calamities oc- 

_, curred. 


* This feems to be a . remark upon 
his brother Dara. 88 
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curred. In the laſt ſpring harveſt was 
2 plague of locuſts, and in the autumn a 
drought. The prefent ſpring crop is 
deftroyed by rain and floods; yet is my 
force fill the ſame as ever at every 
ſtation. 


As, in times both of eaſe and diffi- 
culty, dependants have no aſylum or 
ſhelter but in the bounty of their lord, if 
I repreſent not my ſituation to the kib- 
teh of mortals, what muſt I do? It was 
hinted, why did I not give afhrefees ® to 
the troops? My benefactreſs, I have not 
ſufficient after the diſcharge of my debts, 
which you well know, for only one 
month's pay of my followers. I have 
already given a part To live in this 
manner is intolerable. I ſtill perceive 
three modes for my relief; and, if thro 
your mterceſhon either is adopted, it i 
poſſible 


The point of prayer. 
= By Europeans called gold whors, worth FR 
two pounds ſterling. 
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poſſible my troops and ſervants may be 
paid, and reſt fatisfied ; otherwiſe, their 
diſcontent and my unhappineſs will daily 


increaſe. 


Firſt, if they will, in lieu of the 
grants allotted me in Siouſtaun, confer 
upon me in jagheer the city of Moul- 
taun, the product of which, except the 
cuſtoms, is regular, with the diſtricts of 
Sukkir and Loheree in the diviſion of 
Bhukker, for the expenſes of the fort 
and palace of Tatta ; and order the re- 
mainder of my allowance to be paid in 
money ; I ſhall then be able to take with 
me about three thouſand horſe to Can- 
dahar. Secondly, if they chuſe to take 
off the two corore of daums in Tatta 
and Moultaun, and pay me money in- 
ſtead, it would tend to my convenience. 

Thirdly, 


» A daum is the fortieth part of a rupee, 
Worth, as a remittance to England in bills of 
exChavge, from two ſhillings to two and three- 
Pence. 
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Thirdly, let them take into the revenue 
the ſoubah of Tatta, except the palace 
demeſne and the pergunna of Hukker- 
alla, which are neceſſary for the expenſes 


of the new ſeaport, and pay me money 
inſtead. | | 49 


This latter meaſure his majeſty him- 
ſelf once mentioned to me at Dhely; 
but as he had but lately granted the pro- 
vince, did not chuſe to alter the arrange- 
ment ſuddenly, leſt intereſted people, 
uninformed of the true reaſon, ſhould 
make the meaſure a plea for diſturbances. 


My patroneſs, I make all theſe re- 
monſtrances merely becauſe my force 
may not be broken, and thus the diſſatis- 
faction of the ſacred mind of our father 
be increaſed; for to myſelf it is equal 
whether my troops be many or few. 


From my reliance on your goodneſs, 
I have preſumed thus importunately to 
| inform 


L 41% J. 
inform you of my affairs, in hopes that 
what is juſt will be done.“ 


LETTER 


Alt is evident this letter muſt have been 
written when Aurungzebe was ordered againſt 
Candahar, from his government of Moultaun, in 


1649, 


2 — _ 
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LETTER XII. 


TO JEHAUNARA BEGUM. 


—— 


Your affectionate friend, unfeign- 
edly true, having aſſured you of his 
attachment, repreſents, that your kind 
letter, written after a long interval, hav- 
ing arrived on Thurſday the 25th of 
Shaabaun, in the criſis of my impatient 
expectation, occaſioned much joy and 


exultation. 
It 


1 419 ] 


It is written by the world-obeyed 
command, that, after my enjoyment of 
the royal interview, his majeſty will diſ- 
patch me to Dekkan, and that I muſt 
therefore order my family from Moul- 
taun to Lahore. It cannot be unknown 
to your generous mind, that, ever efteem- 
ing ſubmiſſion to the ſacred orders as the 
means of my laſting honour, I have not 
an object independant of the approbation 
of his majeſty ; but viewing as my chief 
good whatever I am commanded to do, 
contrary to the ſycophants of fortune, 1 
conſult not my perſonal intereſt. 


However, as I have ſeen the ſtate- 
ment of the jaghire allotted me in Dek- 
kan by the royal orders, which has been 
tranſmitted to the chief of viziers, I can- 
not help being overwhelmed with aſton- 
iſnment and ſorrow at my unhappy fate. 
fit is the royal wiſh that I ſhould paſs 
my life in "privacy, Buggellana, which 
was originally granted me in perpetuity, 

dd 1s 
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is fully ſufficient ; but if, from favour 
to his dependant, he will exalt me to 
the government of an important pro- 
vince, let his majeſty ſo ſupport me, 


that I may not a ſecond time be humili- 


ated in the eyes of my equals, and of 
the rulers of Dekkan; or, by being un- 
able to do my duty to the ſtate, become 
liable to cenſure and reproof. © I ſay 
not, Shew to me generoſity or boun- 
« ty; I am a ſlave; do that which 
ce becomes thyſelf.” 


My ſympathizing patroneſs, a verſe 
ſtrikes me applicable to my ſituation, 
with which I trouble you. If thou, O 
« roſe, art all attention to the notes of 
ce the nightingale,* hard indeed will be 
te the fate of the dumb inhabitants of 
cc the garden.” In ſhort, it is clear to 
you, my intelligent patroneſs, that the 
province of Dekkan is till the ſame, and 

I the 


P By the nightingale is meant Dara, to whoſe 
intereſt Jehaunara was attached. 
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I the ſame perſon that formerly governed 
it. I truſt, that repreſenting matters to 
his majeſty, you will conſole me as ſpee- 
dily as poflible with a proper reply, that 
I may ſend for my family." 


4 The ſimilarity of complaint with that con- 
tained in one to Shaw Jehaun, proves this letter 
to have been written at the ſame time, viz, when 
Aurungzebe was recalled from Candahar, 
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LETTER XIII. 


AURUNGZEBE TO JEHAUNARA BEGUM, 


— 


Von true and ardent friend re- 
preſents, and you muſt know, that ever 
ſince his majeſty from his gracious 
bounty diſtinguiſhed me by employment, 
J have, on every ſervice committed to 
me from the imperial court, exerted 
myſelf to the utmoſt of my capacity and 


the authority entruſted to me. I have 
not 
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not been negle&ful in any point; but, 
efteeming ſubmiſſion and deference to 
my rightful guide as my real honour, 
have in every affait conſulted only how to 
attain the approbation of his facred mind. 


cannot gueſs of what crime or er- 
ror I have now been guilty, that ſuch 
conduct is ſhown towards me, as is 
undeſerved by my ſincere loyalty and at- 
tachment, and muſt degrade me in the 
eyes of all, far and near. In the firſt 
place, to Aſeer, formerly granted to me, 
then to my brother Moraud Bukſh, and 
lately to me again, I have now by the 
royal orders been commanded not ta 
ſend a commandant, after the gift had 
been made generally known. For this 
I cannot divine a cauſe. If it proceeded 
from my refuſal of the marriage pro- 
poſed to me, that objection is ground- 
leſs; becauſe, when that affair was 
agitated in the preſence, his majeſty left 
pd 3 it 


A ſtrong fortreſs in the province of Thandeſhe. 
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it entirely to my choice, and as on ſe- 
veral accounts I had objections, I re- 
preſented them fairly. If his majeſty 
had reſolved upon it, (though out of his 
juſtice he has never yet forced a mar- 
riage upon the leaſt of his dependants) 
I ſhould have had no remedy but com- 
pliance. If there has any thing been 
done by me undeſerving confidence and 
truſt, alas! alas! unhappy, diſgraceful, 
and unfortunate are my ſtars, that after 
twenty years expended in ſervice, re- 
gardleſs of my property or convenience, 
I ſhould not be eſteemed worthy of con- 
fidence equally with a brother's ſon in 
the opinion of my patron ! * Whatever 
1s the cauſe of ſuch flights, would they 
but acquaint me with my faults, I 
would ſtand reproved, and confeſs them, 
nor err again, 


At 


* The above muſt allude to one of Dara Shek- | 
koh's ſuns having been appointed to the im- 
portant fortreſs of Aſeer, after it had been 
promiſed to Aurungzebe. 


0 -13 


At this time my brother Dara, whoſe 
abundant regard to me is fully known 
to his majeſty, has ſent a domeſtic of 
his own to convey certain welcome aſſu- 
rances and acceptance of his requeſts to 
the chief of Beejapore, which cannot 
but increaſe the inſolence of him and his 
equals. 


My gracious patroneſs, F never re- 
garded myſelf as one of the favoured 
diſciples, or ſervants, and claim only the 
attention of a ſlave, being content in 
any way they may chuſe; yet, by his 
majeſty's goodneſs, I have hitherto paſſed 
my life in honour and credit, and in this 
quarter have for ſome time held authori- 
ty; which lately too, without my defire 
or requeſt, entirely from his own gener- 
oſity, my rightful lord and guide confer- 
red upon me anew. Such conduct as 
the preſent, however, is contrary to the 
protection due to truſty ſervants, and 

b d 4 the 


Thie is meant ironically, 
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the occaſion of their diſgrace and de- 
gradation in the public eye. 1 am loſt 
in the whirlpool of conjecture, and can- N 
not gueſs what can be the intention of | 
the ſacred mind to this loyal dependant, | 
who has no aſylum (excepting almighty 
God} but in the pure perſon of my fa- 
ther. If, out of partiality to any indi- 
vidual, or from motives of policy, it is 
the gracious will, that of all his diſciples 
I only ſhould live awhile in diſgrace, and 
finally be treacheroufly deſtroyed, I have 
no ability to ſtruggle againſt ſubmiſſion 
to my fate. Whatever may be my 
lot, as you approve, it muſt be juſt.” 
However, as to endure life in my pre- 
ſent ſituation is difficult and unpleaſant, 
and, for periſhable things, to continue 
in vexation and trouble is unwiſe, I can- 
not commrt myſelf to another's will, it 
would be beſt if his majeſty, to whoſe 
Pleaſure the heads and lives of his de- 
pendants are but reaſonable ſacrifices, 
would ſet me free at once from the diſ- 


honour 
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honour of exiſtence. Policy, then, 


would not be diſappointed, and many 
hearts would reſt from apprehenfion. 


So long back as ten years, gueſſing 
at their deſigns, and knowing myſelf to 
be an impediment to them, I hum- 
bly declined accepting any employment. 
Merely to pleaſe my father, which has 
ever been the firſt of my defires, I re- 
figned myſelf to my preſent office a 
ſecond time, and have endured what I 
have endured. He ſhould at that time 
have excuſed me, when I ſhould have 
ſought ſome ſecret corner, and have diſ- 
turbed the heart of no one; while I 
myſelf ſhould have eſcaped theſe indig- 
nities. Even till, the remedy is in the 
enlightened mind of his majeſty. Let 
them command plainly what they judge 
adviſeable reſpecting my fate, that, when 
informed of their pleaſure, I may ſubmit 
and obey. 


The 
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The lateſt indignity ſhewn me, is the 
recall of Khan Jehaun from under my 
command to court, and conferring rank 
upon him and his companions, my 
ſervants. It is true, they are alſo the 
ſervants of his majeſty, for whoſe uſe I 
entertained them ; but yet, if this. mode 
is continued, and my followers, quitting 
me without aſking my permiſſion, are 
honoured with the imperial ſervice, and 
can obtain rank ſuperior to their ſtations, 
it 1s clear that no perſon will remain 
with me. If my troops, which I have 
been forming for theſe twenty years, 
are diſperſed in this manner, how am I 
hereafter to perform my duty in my 
employments? If there is an object in 
this, let the royal orders be iſſued for all 
my beſt ſervants to haſten to the pre- 
ſence, and aſſiſt the ſchemes of my ene- 
mies; but if his majeſty has not yet caſt 
me utterly from his confidence, and, re- 
garding the claims of my ſervice and 
obedience during ſo many years, ſtill 

conſiders 
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confiders me in the number of his ſlaves, 
why does he approve ſuch meaſures ? 
Let him ſo heal the wounded and bro- 
ken heart of his diſciple with the balm of 
his kindneſs, that, being enabled to do 
the duties entruſted to me in a proper 
manner, I may be ſecure againſt diſgrace 
or reproof. Since, in the ſervice of the 
Almighty, his worſhippers ſuffer not, is 
it poſſible that they can be injured in the 
court of the repreſentative of the God- 
head, who is endowed with the qualities 


of the Divinity? How can he juſtify 


actions towards his diſciples and ſervants, 
which the Creator of the world would 
not impoſe upon his creatures ? 


I hope, my generous benefactreſs, 
that you will convey theſe points in 
privacy to the ſublime audience ; and in- 
form me of whatever may on the ſubject 
of them paſs the tongue of revelation, 
that, eſcaping from the ſea of ſuſpenſe, 
I may know how to excuſe my faults. 

trouble 


ny 
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I trouble you no farther. May your 
days paſs according to your wiſhes | ! 


The contents clearly ſhew this letter to have 
been written when Shaw Jehaun,. in his ſevere 
illneſs, had committed all power to his intended 
ſucceſſor and eldeſt ſon, Dara Shekkoh; who, 
fearful of Aurungzebe, had ordered many noble- 


men then with him in Dekkan to repair te 
court. | 


LETTER 


—— — — — 


LETTER XIV. 


THE PRINCE AURUNGZEBE TO SHAW 
JEHAUN. 


— 


Ts meaneſt of diſciples, having 
kiſſed the ground of obedience with the 
lip of reſpect, repreſents to the glorious 
and ſublime audience, that the high fir- 
maun ” ſent by Ameer Beg, mace-bearer, 

having 


In the margin of this letter it is written, 
that the firmaun, to which it is a reply, was 
the original cauſe of the enmity between Dara 

Shekkoh 


1 


having made its honouring deſcent on 
the eighth of Shauban, exalted the head 
of your humble dependant above the 
firmament of the higheſt heaven. 


It was written by the jewel - ſnedding 
pen, that, with ſuch reſources, it was 
wonderful the fort was not reduced. 
My benevolent patron, the ſupplies I 
had for the ſiege muſt be well known to 
your majeſty, from the letters tranſmit- 
ted from Candahar by the moſt excellent 
prime of viziers; and all other particu- 
lars will be related by him, upon his 
arrival at court. It is clear to almighty 
God, that I, at all times impelled by my 
duty, and ſtudying the accompliſhment 
of your majeſty's commands, have to the 
utmoſt of my abilities left no point ne- 
glected. By God's bleſſing, the cir- 

cumſtances 


Shekkoh and Aurungzebe ; who juſtly attributed 
his ſuperceſſion in command of the army before 
Candahar, and the coolneſs of his father Shaw 
Jehaun, to the jealouſy of his brother, who was 
appoioted in his room. 
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cumſtances of my conduct will be fully 
explained to your judgment, clear as that 


of angels, and the touchſtone of trutn 


and falſehood. 


It was written in the world-obeying 
order, We are not to be induced to 
« give up Candahar, but will find means 
ce for its reduction ;*” alſo, that if this 
humble diſciple wiſhed to take Shaw- 
nowauz Khan with me to Dekkan, and 
he was willing, I ſhould anform your 
majefty. Health to the kibleh and 
kaaba of both worlds! As the world- 
reducing genius of your majeſty and 
your firmneſs are equal to the moſt dif- 
ficult affairs, I doubt not that the reduc- 
tion of Candahar, but that of all Perſia, 
will be eafily accompliſhed. It was my 
wiſh, whenever I could obtain proper 
force, by reducing this place, to attain 
the approbation of your majeſty. At 
preſent 


* The holy houſe at Mecca, being the point 
to which the muſſulmauns turn in prayer, 
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preſent, whatever your enlightened mind 
decides upon, muſt be juſt and proper, 
I have no choice, but to obey your royal 
orders. The favours beſtowed upon me 
I é regard as flowing merely from your 
bounty. 


The world-obeying command was 
delivered to Shawnowauz Khan ; who 
ſaid, in reply, that as he ſhould ſpeedily 
be honoured by kiffing the ftep of the 
throne, he would then eſteem as his 
duty whatever might be the will of your 
majeſty. Health to the kibleh of both 
worlds! The preſence of a ſervant like 
him in Dekkan, is for the welfare of the 
ſtate, and highly requiſite. 


May the world- illuming fun of your 
reign long ſhine from the horizon of 
conqueſt ! 7 


Y This letter muſt have been written in 1652, 
when Aurungzebe was ſuperſeded in command 
of the army before Candahar by his brother 
Dara. | 
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LETTER XV. 


AURUNGZEBE to SHAW J EHAux. 


— — — 


Ir was fignified in the world-obey- 
ing orders, that the accounts of my 
jaghire had been ſent to the noble lord, 
Shawnowauz Khan, from whom I ſhould 
learn particulars ; and that I muſt write 
to my children at Moultaun, ordering 
them to Lahore, that they may be ready 
ta accompany me to Dekkan. Kibleh 

E e of 


= „ 


of my neceſſities, and kaaba of my 
deſires, hail! To the ſun-illumined 
mind of your majeſty, which is a 
mirror reflecting the truth of all things, 
it muſt be clear, that the grand object 
of my wiſhes has ever been the attain- 
ment of your approbation. Always re- 
garding every ſervice to which I have 
been exalted as my ſole glory, and obe- 
dience to orders as the means of honour, 
I have, without remonſtrance or com- 
plaint, endeavoured with all my ability 
to perform it. At preſent, however, on 
the great difference between what I now 
hold, and the jaghire formerly granted 
me in Dekkan, I am much aſtoniſhed 
and alarmed at what can have merited 
ſo great a diminution in my allowances 
as ſeventeen lacs of rupees,” or for what 
cauſe I have been diſplaced from the 
productive jaghire of Moultaun and 
Bhukkir. If, from a wiſh to cheriſh and 
encourage me, the leaſt of dependants, 
it has entered into the auſpicious mind 


to 


* Upwards of 170,000l, per annum. 
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to exalt me to the government of an im- 
portant province, let it be ſo granted, 
that I may be able to execute the office, 
and regulate the affairs of extenſive and 
frontier diſtricts involved in troubles, in 
ſuch a manner, that I may. not be ex- 
poſed to ſhame among my equals, and 
that, failing not in my duty to the glo- 
rious preſence, I may be ſecure from 
reprehenſion and diſpleaſure. In pri- 
vacy, the ſoubah of Buggellana, already 
granted to me, is ſufficient for my ex- 
penſes. As the reins of power over 
your dependants are in the hands of 
your majeſty, and your bounties at all 
times are greater than their merits ; 


doubtleſs, what is determined in your 


gracious mind muſt be juſt, and for my 
advantage. 


Health to my benevolent patron ! 
Your majeſty muſt remember, that when 
the reduction of Candahar was firſt agi- 


E e 2 tated, 


That is, without public employment. 


13 
tated, I recommended after conſultation, 
that my brother Dara ſhould be ſent 
upon this duty, and myſelf detached in 
front as his advanced general. Now 
alſo, that he has taken upon himſelf this 
ſervice, and his eldeſt ſon is honoured 
with the government of Cabul, may he 
prove fortunate | By God's bleſſing, the 
unfolding of this difficult knot will be ac- 
compliſhed by the ſteadineſs of his hand, 
agreeably to the hopes of his well- 
wiſhers. I hope (for, notwithſtanding 
the trouble of ſuch a campaign, a wiſh 
for the government of Dekkan, or any 
other province, enters not into my 
mind) I ſhall be allowed to remain here, 
and, by aſſiſting my brother in the ſiege, 
atone for paſt errors. By the divine 
auſpices, I may, by performing ſome 
Piece of ſervice, perhaps attain your 
majeſty's approbation. As it is the de- 
ſign of your ſacred mind, in reward of 
taking upon himſelf this ſervice, to con- 
fer upon my brother the valuable pro- 

VINCE 
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vince of Guzarat in jaghire, and the 
money in the treaſuries here alſo; I 


repreſent, that there are diſtricts of the 


khalſeh* and the jaghiredaurs amply 
ſufficient. Further, whatever your ſa- 
cred judgment may decide upon, muſt 
be moſt proper, 


My having ſummoned the houſe- 
hold born © from Moultaun to Lahore, 
will have been made known to your 
majeſty in my letter to the retired in 
purity, the navob Begum. 


It was written by the honour-tracing 


pen, that if your majeſty had judged I 


could have taken Candahar, the troops 
ſhould not have been recalled. Health 
to the cheriſher of his dependants! I 
wrote of my intentions, which muſt have 
been conveyed to your ſacred ear. As 
E e 3 an 


» Lands immediately under the oflicers of the 
imperial treaſury. 
c His children. 
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an order arrived, peremptorily com- 
manding the retreat of the army, which 
was quickly reported to the troops, the 
advanced parties came in, and the men 
withdrew from the trenches; ſo that to 
execute the ſecond command for a delay 
of one month, became impoſſible. On 
this account, by the advice of the vizier 
and all the other nobles, a retreat was 
begun; but had the countermand ar- 
rived in time, I think that, through the 
divine aid, we ſhould in this month have 
ſucceeded.* 


* This letter muſt have been written in 1652, 


immediately after the recall of Aurungzebe 
Candahar, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 
PRINCE AURUNGZEBE TO SHA JEHAUN, 


USUAL COMPLIMENTS, 


— — 


Ar this time Seeree Rung Royeel, 
grandſon of Ram Raaje,* who 1s the 
moſt honourable of the zemindars of 

EC 4 Carnatic, 


© Defeated and flain A. D. 1568, in oppoſing 
the allied ſultauns of Golconda, Ahmednuggur, 
and Beejapore, who divided the greater part of 
his territories among them. Since that period 
the title of Ram Raaje, or great King, has been 


diſuſed by the family; the repreſentative of which 
ſtil), 
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Carnatic, and whoſe grandfather was cele- 
brated in that country for the extent of 
his power, has by a confidential bramin 
ſent me by the way of Golconda a peti- 
tion, with an elephant, at preſent very 


weakly, 


ſtill, as in Aurungzebe's time, is ftyled Royeel, 
or little Prince, The preſent Royeel was allow- 
ed by Tippoo Sultaun to- poſſeſs a ſmall diſtrict 
in his dominions, called Aniconda, not far from 
Beejanuggur, or, as our old voyagers write it, 
Biſnagar, once the capital of the Hindoo ſove- 
reigns of the ſouthern peninſula of India, an- 
ceſtors of the royeel. The degraded rajas of 
Calicut, (Zamorin) and Myſore are of the ſame 
family; and doubtleſs many others in the up- 
per and lower Carnatic, Seringapatam, as we 
call it, is properly Seerree Rung Puttun, or the 
City of the illuſtrious Rung; who, probably, 
was the perſonage and raja of Myſore, who 
thus complained to Aurungzebe. No attention 
was paid to his offers, Since the defeat and 
death of Tippoo Sultaun, a prince of this fa- 
mily, named Kiſtna Raja Oodiarer, has been 
ſeated on the muſnud of Myſore, by the Eng- 
Iiſh and their ally the nizam of Dekkan, who 
have allotted him a conſiderable portion of the 
territories taken from the uſurper. . 
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weakly, which, when in proper caſe, ſhall 
be ſent to the glorious preſence. 


With much humility he ſets forth, 
that for ſome years paſt Adil Khan and 
Koottub al Moolk, relying on your 
majeſty's protection, have extended the 
hands of uſurpation on the diſtricts of 
Carnatic, and poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
greater part, with immenſe ſums of 
money, innumerable jewels, and ele- 
phants, and that their intention is to 
expel him from his hereditary do- 
minions.* 


As it is clear to the world that the 
Khans have no power of themſelves, and 
whatever they poſſeſs is from the favour 


of 


f At this period Sahjze, father of the cele- 
brated Sewajce, founder of the Mharatta ſtates, 
in the ſervice of Brejapore, and the celebrated 
Meer Jumla, (who was afterwards of ſuch 


eminent uſe to Aurungzebe's ambition) in that 
of Golconda, were deſcroying the remains of the 


ſovereignty of Beejanuggur. 
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of the court, aſylum of mortals, which has 
been vouchſafed to them; he therefore 
ſeeks protection at the auſpicious foot- 
ſtool. He hopes, that the kibleh of the 
defires of mortals, lending him ſupport 
and lifting him from the abyſs of degrada- 
tion, will add his country to the imperial 
dependancies ; that the royal orders may 
be iſſued to the rulers of Dekkan, that 
obſerving the treaties of their anceſtors, 
they paſs not over their ancient frontiers, 
and withdraw their hands from his he- 
reditary dominions. Out of gratitude 
for this protection, he will ſend to the 
royal court, as an offering, fifty lacs of 
oons,* two hundred elephants, and many 
valuable jewels, and will remit yearly 
double the peſncuſn they have engaged 
for, with the accumulated rarities and 


valuables of ages. Left, through diſ- 
guſt 


s Rather more than one million five hundred 
and ſeventy five thouſand pounds. 


b The offering or tribute paid by the ſultauns 
of Beejapore and Golconda, 
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guſt at infidelity, the ray of protection 
may be witheld from him, whenever the 


ſublime firmaun, aſſenting to his petition, 
ſhall be iſſued, he will enter the congre- 
gation of the faith, with his family and 
dependants, and, through the auſpices of 
his ſubmiſſion to the ſublime court, en- 
joy ſpiritual and temporal welfare. 


The above particulars have been 
tranſlated from his petition, which I 
have thought proper to ſtate to your 
majeſty, and have kept the royeel's va- 
keel; deferring an anſwer to Adil Khan 
till the arrival of the ſacred orders, that 
I may act in this bufineſs as the judg- 
ment enlightening the world ſhall 
direct. 


Kibleh and kaaba, hail! As the 
royeel from firm reliance has turned his 
face to the court, aſylum of the world, for 
protection, promiſes loyalty and attach- 

ment, 


i That is, by becoming a muſſulmaun. 
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ment, and, to make the profeſſion of 
Iſlaam the medium of refuge from per- 
ſecution, it is incumbent on the defend- 
ers of the faith to extend the lights of 
religion, and to invite the miſled by 
error from the path of miſtake into the 
right way. By this no treaty can be 
broken; and if his requeſts meet accept- 
ance, it will be attended with political 
and religious advantage. 


Further, whatever may inſpire the 
ſacred mind, ſource of divine lights, 
mult be moſt proper, and implicit obe- 
dience to its dictates binding on your 
dependants.* 


* It appears in future letters, that Shaw fe- 
haun would not attend to the royeel's petition. 


FINIS. 


LJ. and V. Eddoxwes, Sbreausbury. ] 
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